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Introduction 


To avoid confusion: 

D. D. Edwards—a “friend” of Ed Turner (who also 
hunted him down)—is called both Dave and Dudley in 
newspapers. 

Joseph F. Shipp is called both Sheriff and Captain. 


The newspapers: 
The names of the newspapers cited in this book, along 
with their places of publication, are: 
The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta, GA 
The Atlanta Georgian and News, Atlanta, GA 
The Citizen, Berea, KY 
Breathitt County News, Jackson, KY 
The Cartersville News, Cartersville, GA 
The Chattanooga Star, Chattanooga, TN 
Chattanooga Daily Times, Chattanooga, TN 
Chattanooga News, Chattanooga, TN 
The Cincinnati Enquirer, Cincinnati, OH 
The Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY 
The Mt Sterling Advocate, Mount Sterling, KY 
The Paducah Evening Sun, Paducah, KY 
The Sedalia Democrat, Sedalia, MO 
The Interior Journal Stanford, KY 
The Tennessean, Nashville, TN 
The American/Tennessean, Nashville, TN 
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Photographs 


The following photographs are presented in the order in 
which they were published in newspapers. 

The text accompanying each photo is directly from the 
articles from which they were taken, and appears on the 
page following it. 

Their captions are not necessarily the original ones. 


Photographs 





Lillie, her Mother & (prob.) her Brother “Sim” 


Photographs 3 


The portrait from which the above illustration was made, 
was found in the trunk of the murdered girl. The picture 
of the young woman on the right in the group is supposed 
to be a photo of the victim of Tuesday's tragedy, although 
taken some time ago. The photograph has a faded appear- 
ance, as if of some age. On the back of the picture is writ- 
ten in crude characters with pencil what is evidently in- 
tended as a memorandum for enlarging the picture into a 
Fever of the elderly woman, who is thought to be the 
mother. 


The picture of the young woman above, while bearing 
some resemblance to the murdered young wife, is not a 
faithful portrait. The body found Tuesday, was well- 
dressed, the clothes being neat and stylish. The features 
were refined and the hair, a dark chestnut, was brushed 
back from her forehead in fashionable mode. Her eyes 
were blue and her eyebrows and lashes unusually heavy. 
By the men who had seen her Tuesday morning, she was 
said to have been unusually attractive in appearance and 
quietly, but tastefully dressed. 

The inscription reads: 


LUE BIRCHAM 
ROSEFORK P. O. 
1-IN CRAYON 
OLD LADY MARKED X 
MAKE CLOSE BLACK C B 
PRICE $1.98 


(Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Apr 4, 1907, Page 5) 


Photographs 





Ed Turner with Rifle 


Photographs 5 


The picture of Ed Turner, the alleged Breathitt county, 
Kentucky, murderer, who, it is believed, cut the throat of 
his girl wife, Lillie Turner, on the side of Lookout moun- 
tain on Tuesday afternoon, April 2, is given herewith. The 
picture from which the cut was made, was found in the 
baggage of Ed Turner which was left at the Union depot 
and which Turner refused to take the time to carry along 
with him. It was probably made when Turner was 20 or 
21 years of age and represents him in one of his charac- 
teristic poses with a deadly Winchester rifle in his hands. 
It shows the peculiar "perch" mouth of the alleged mur- 
derer and the rugged characteristics of the typical moun- 
taineer. 

(Chattanooga News, Tue, Apr 9, 1907, Page 12) 


Photographs 





Ed Turner “Hiding” 


Photographs 


In a gleam of August sunlight stood the accused wife- 
murderer, surrounded by guards and his attorneys. The 
party had paused, knowing a Times photographer wanted 
to make an exposure. With head erect, Turner had ad- 
vanced beyond the door of the jail. Suddenly, he saw the 
camera leveled at him and down went his head to a 
position where his hat brim would conceal features he 
evidently feared would be recognized. Thus was secured 
this interesting picture, which artists at the MacGowan- 
Cooke plant developed with result shown above. 
(Chattanooga Daily Times, Sun, Aug 11, 1907, Page 5) 


Photographs 





Ed Turner Seated 


Photographs 


Until last Wednesday, Turner had positively refused to 
have his picture taken. He not only declined to pose, but 
was watchful against all cameras. During his trial last 
summer, a photographer caught him as he was leaving 
the jail for the court house, but the prisoner succeeded 
in ducking his head during the exposure. Wednesday, a 
Times reporter managed to overcome the prisoner's ob- 
jection. He posed patiently, and was photographed in 
several positions. 

The portrait above is a striking likeness. Turner was 
given several of the photographs and in turn sent them 
to his brother and sister. 

(Chattanooga Daily Times, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 5) 
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Newspaper Articles 


There are 119 newspaper articles here—selected for the 
details they contribute to understanding the story of Ed 
and Lillie Turner. There are some though, which mainly 
focus on Dave Edwards, a “friend” of Ed Turner and also 
the man who tracked him down to his brother—in—law’s 
house. 

I left many of the factual errors I found in the articles 
intact, but added a corrective note after each article 
which contained any. Some errors have corrections in- 
serted in square brackets. Missing text was replaced with 
‘L...]. while illegible text was replaced with ‘[???]”. Letters 
and direct quotes are left entirely intact. 

Variations on the name “Burcham’” are changed to “Bur- 
cham,” and mention of the changes are made at the end of 
the article modified. Variations on the name “Combs” are 
changed to “Combs”. 

Names of many people and places are checked for 
spelling via web research, and corrected as needed. 

I have been very careful to transcribe these accurately, 
but I cant guarantee theyre perfect. If theres anything 
that you need to be absolutely certain about, you should 
read the original article. 

Luckily, LibreOffice has a predefined color—Orange 4 
— for the background which matches the color of old 
newspapers very well—a really great effect. 


12 Newspaper Articles 


Chattanooga Daily Times, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 12 


THROAT CUT 
EAR TO EAR 


Mountain Side Scene of a 
Ghastly Crime. 


PRETTY LILLIE TURNER 
MET A FOUL DEATH 


Ed Turner, her Husband, Be- 
lieved to have Committed 
the Deed 


HE HAS DISAPPEARED; 
OFFICERS ON HIS TRAIL 


Woman of Atlanta’s Underworld 
Pays Horrible Penalty for her 
Sins in a Desolate Spot on the 
Slope of Lookout—Boys from 

Georgia City Identify her 
and Supply Valuable In- 
formation. 








Newspaper Articles 





With her throat cut from ear to ear, the 
body of Lillie Turner was found yester- 
day afternoon on the side of Lookout 
mountain. In the world of sin, the vic- 
tim was known as Lillie Palmer. She 
was an outcast in Atlanta, and came to 
Chattanooga Monday, accompanied by 
a man named Ed Turner, who claimed 
to be her husband. The two, with a 
party of young men, started for the 
mountain yesterday. Turner and the 
woman left their companions at St. 
Elmo. Shortly after, the body of the 
young woman was found by children. 
The murder was committed in the cut 
of the old broad-gauge road, about half 
a mile from the foot of the Incline. 





“The wages of sin is death.” On the side 
of old Lookout, the penalty for the viola- 
tion of a moral law as ancient as the rock- 
ribbed sides of the grim mountain, Lillie 
Turner, or Palmer, of Atlanta, paid the 
penalty of her life as the result of one of 
the most horrible murders that has been 
known in this section for many years. 

Ed Turner, said to have been the husband 
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Newspaper Articles 


of the woman, who before her death was 
one of the demi-monde of Atlanta, is sup- 
posed to have been her slayer, and the au- 
thorities are now searching for him. He 
was the last person seen with the woman 
and every piece of information the officers 
can secure, point to him as the author of 
the terrible crime. 

Pretty and barely twenty years of age, the 
beauty of her features was rendered foul 
by the great gash in her throat, almost 
from ear to ear, where the knife had torn 
its way through the soft flesh. 

Children hunting for flowers found the 
mutilated remains. The body was discov- 
ered by Hosie, the 9-year-old son of 
William Younger, a St. Elmo merchant, 
shortly after 4 o'clock. The girl had been 
dead probably three hours at the time. 

A desolate spot had been selected for the 
commission of the crime, it being an old 
cut on the old broad gauge railroad about 
150 yards south of the incline. Secluded, 
hidden from all the rest of the world, no 
more lonely a spot could have been se- 
lected. Here the cries of the girl could be 
heard only by the boulders along the 
mountain side. Few people ever passed the 
place and it was only accidental that the 
little searchers for the mountain blossoms 








Newspaper Articles 


made the discovery so soon after the com- 
mission of the foul act. 

The county jail was notified at once and 
Sheriff Shipp with Deputy Frawley began 
the investigation. At first there was abso- 
lutely no trace by which the victim could 
be identified, but shortly afterwards, 
Deputy Marion Perkins succeeded in find- 
ing two young men, J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves, who recognized her as Lillie Tur- 
ner of Atlanta. According to the story told 
by them, she had come to Chattanooga the 
night before from Atlanta in company 
with her husband, Ed Turner. Her coming 
to this city had been by appointment with 
them, they being also from Atlanta. 

The girl and her husband reached the city 
at 9:40 Monday night and Jones and 
Reeves came on the next train, arriving 
here early yesterday morning. According 
to the statement made by Capt. W. H. Hol- 
land, night station master at the Union De- 
pot, who had noticed the couple when 
they arrived, she did not want to leave 
there until Reeves and Jones came, but 
was finally persuaded to do so and the 
night was spent at the Connor house on 
lower Market street, in company with one 
Ed Kelly. Yesterday morning, according to 
her appointment with Reeves and Jones, 
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Newspaper Articles 


she and her husband met them, and about 
11 o'clock the quartet went out to St. 
Elmo. Then, according to Jones' story, the 
party divided, Turner and his wife walking 
up the old mountain road, while he and 
Reeves went to the Incline station. 

This was the last seen of either the man or 
the woman, until the body of Lillie Turner 
was found in the cut by the school chil- 
dren. 

The whole affair is a mysterious one, resi- 
dents of St. Elmo stating that she had been 
seen in company with two men while go- 
ing up the side of the mountain, though up 
to a late hour last night no trace could be 
found of the second man. Deputy Marion 
Perkins was detailed to work on the case 
yesterday afternoon, and it was largely 
through his work that she was identified. 


Native of Kentucky. 

Mrs. Turner had been known in the un- 
derworld of Atlanta as Lillie Palmer, that 
being her maiden name. She had gone to 
Atlanta sometime ago from her home in 
Jackson, Ky., and later married Turner. 
From information gathered he was insane- 
ly jealous of her, and when she announced 
her intention of coming to this city to keep 
the appointment with Jones and Reeves he 








Newspaper Articles 


had accompanied her. Upon arriving here, 
it is the theory of the officers that after the 
two young men had arrived his jealousy 
secured the upper hand and he proposed 
the trip to the mountain with the intention 
of taking her life. She was lured up the 
side of the mountain and there in the old 
cut, away from assistance, she met her 
death. 


Sheriff Holds Witnesses 

Both Jones and Reeves were taken into 
custody by the sheriff and will be held un- 
til the coroner's jury renders a verdict. 
Coroner Gillespie immediately began 
work on the case and from 8 until 11 
o'clock last night was engaged in examin- 
ing witnesses. As more details of the case 
were secured, it became the more intri- 
cate, and it was decided to continue the in- 
vestigation today. 

From the position in which the clothing 
of the victim was found, the conclusion 
was reached by those investigating, that 
she had been maltreated before her death, 
and this phase of the case will be investi- 
gated today by physicians at the request of 
the coroner’s jury. 
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Turner had Disappeared 

At a late hour last night a clue as to the 
whereabouts of Turner was secured, but it 
was considered advisable by the authori- 
ties not to make this public until an arrest 
had been made. 

Important information was obtained from 
the trunk of the victim which was found at 
the Union Depot, though this was also 
suppressed for the time being. However, 
Sheriff Shipp states that he hopes to be 
able to announce within a few hours the 
arrest of Turner, it being plain from the 
evidence submitted that he killed his wife. 
The parents of the young woman will be 
notified today of her sudden end, and after 
the examination by the physicians the re- 
mains will be held subject to their orders. 





Changed: 
1. “Housee’ to “Hosie” (His name was 
John Holsworth “Hosie” Younger) 


2. Changed Gilespie to Gillespie 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 2 


SAFE-BLOWER? 


Officers Believe Turner is 
Member of Gang 


Opinion Based on Big Roll of Money 
Seen in His Possession—Georgia 
Roy, Former Atlanta Woman, 
Decides Murdered Girl not one 
She Knew. 


Officers working on the Ed Turner— Lil- 
lie Turner alias Palmer case, the mystery 
of which deepens with each and every de- 
velopment in the case, believe that Turner 
belongs to a gang of safe-blowers who 
have been operating in this section for 
several weeks, having robbed the post of- 
fices at Ridgedale and East Chattanooga. 
This opinion is based on [the] fact that 
Fred Crow, well known in this city, saw a 
roll of bills amounting to $1,000 on the 
person of one of the four men mixed up in 
the murder mystery a few days ago. The 
money was in two packages, of $500 each. 
This afternoon Georgia Roy, a woman of 
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Newspaper Articles 


this city who formerly lived in Atlanta, 
viewed the remains of the dead woman at 

Sharp's morgue, believing that she may 
have been a Lillie Palmer she knew in At- 
lanta. She believes, however, that the dead 
woman is taller than the woman she knew 
by that name in Atlanta. Georgia Roy says 
that the woman she knew in Atlanta kept 
company with a man by the name of Ed 
Turner, but she did not give his descrip- 
tion. 

It was also learned this afternoon that two 
suspects had been arrested at Attalla, but it 
developed that they do not fill the descrip- 
tion of Ed Turner as it has been given 
Sheriff Shipp. 

The excitement over the dastardly crime 
intensifies as the developments unfold and 
knots of people were seen about Sharp’s 
morgue during the morning hours hoping 
to get a glimpse of the dead woman. For 
the most part however, the maudlin crowd 
was refused admittance. The sheriff's of- 
fice has been notified of the arrests, but 
Deputy Fred Frawley stated this afternoon 
at 3 o'clock that the sheriff's office has not 
been notified if either of the men are Ed 
Turner. 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 1 


FOUL MURDER 
OF WOMAN 


Pretty Lillie Turner of 
Breathitt County, Ky. 


FOUND ON SIDE OF LOOKOUT 
MOUNTAIN WITH THROAT 
CUT 


ED TURNER, ALLEGED MUR- 
DERER, MEMBER OF FEUD- 
ISTS' BAND 


Turner was only Known Compan- 
ion of the Girl on the Trip—Ex- 
citement High Over the Crime. 
Coroner’s Jury Investigating. 
Mother of the Girl Notified, Came 
to this City from Atlanta. 


The finding of the body of Lillie Turner, 
a beautiful Kentucky girl, on the side of 
Lookout mountain yesterday afternoon re- 
vealed one of the most dastardly crimes 
ever committed in this section. 








21 


22 





Newspaper Articles 


The girl came to this city from Atlanta, 
accompanied by her alleged husband, Ed 
Turner, Monday night. They were met at 
the Union depot by J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves, two Atlantans, who told the story 
which led to the identification of the body. 

According to the story told by them 
Turner was the only person who was with 
Lillie Turner, for they left the Incline sta- 
tion walking in the direction of the spot 
where the body was found in a cut of the 
old broad gauge right of way alone. 

It developed this morning that Ed Turner, 
the alleged murderer, is a member of the 
notorious Turner feudist gang of Breath- 
itt county, Kentucky, and that he has been 
tried two or three times on the charge of 
murder. He was captured at Knoxville 
sometime ago on the charge of murder at 
Middlesboro, Ky., and according to infor- 
mation gathered by Sheriff Shipp, he is 
one of the most notorious characters in 
the country. 


Mother is Notified. 
It has developed that the mother of Lillie 
Turner is Mrs. Lula Burcham, who lives 
at Frozen Creek, Breathitt county, Ky. 
This development came out of a letter 
found in the possession of the dead girl. 








Newspaper Articles 


Sheriff Shipp wired the mother of the girl 
this morning at 1 o’clock, telling her of 
the awful end of her daughter and asking 
for instructions as to the disposition of the 
remains. 

Although the most persistent search was 
made by Sheriff Shipp, Fred Frawley, the 
chief deputy, and Deputy Sheriffs Kirklin 
and Bob Bice, until this morning, no trace 
of Turner was found, and it is believed 
that he has left the city. The sheriff has 
kept the wires hot in messages sent to all 
the cities and towns where Turner may 
have gone in order to apprehend and cap- 
ture the alleged murderer. 

The discovery of the body of the girl was 
made by Will Powell and Hosea Younger, 
the young son of William Younger of St. 
Elmo, about 4 o'clock yesterday after- 
noon. These boys happened to be passing 
that way when their eyes met the awful 
sight. Mrs. Will C. Griscom was told of 
the crime by the boys and was the first 
lady to view the body. 


Scene of the Crime 
The scene of the awful crime is not in a 
solitary and lonely spot. It is in plain view 
of the Incline, being about 300 yards 
south of the Incline tracks at the point 
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where the Incline crosses the old right of 
way of the broad gauge railroad. 

The girl was very pretty and about twenty 
years of age. When found, the woman was 
lying on her back and had been dead 
probably two or three hours. 

The body was removed to Sharp’s 
morgue where it is being held pending the 
investigation of the coroner's jury and the 
instructions concerning the disposition of 
the remains. 

When Turner and his wife arrived at the 
Union Depot, Night Station Master Hol- 
land noticed that the woman did not want 
to leave without first having seen Jones 
and Reeves, but she was finally persuaded 
to do so, and the couple is said to have 
spent the night at the American house 
near Fifth and Market streets. Yesterday 
morning, however, the couple met Jones 
and Reeves and they all went to St. Elmo, 
leaving the city about 11 o’clock. 

The three men and the woman left the car 
at First street in St. Elmo, two of the men, 
supposedly Jones and Reev [es ...] walk- 
ing back to the Incline station. [T ...] 
woman and one man, supposed to [...] 
Turner, went up First street toward [...] 
mountain. Mrs. Key, who resides [...] 
First street, in St. Elmo, saw the [...] and 
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woman, immediately recognized [... ] 
body found on the mountain as that of the 
woman who passed her house, and de- 
clares that she can identify the man who 
was with her. 

Mr. Frank Pogue, the well known con- 
tractor, was on the same car going out 
from the city and observed the quartet. 
The men were somewhat under the influ- 
ence of liquor, and boisterous enough to 
attract attention. 

It is believed by some that Turner be- 
came insane with jealousy, believing that 
his wife was in love with either Jones or 
Reeves or both, and on the way up the 
mountain, a quarrel ensued which result- 
ed in the awful crime. 

Both Jones and Reeves were taken into 
the custody of the officers for investiga- 
tion at the county jail this morning. The 
sheriff held a lengthy consultation with 
them to ascertain, if possible the where- 
abouts of the alleged murderer. The result 
of this conference was not given out for 
publication. 

It was believed last night that a possible 


(Continued on Ninth Page.) 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 9 


FOUL MURDER 
OF A WOMAN 


(Continued from First Page.) 
clue had been secured as to the where- 
abouts of Turner, but this morning Sheriff 
Shipp had nothing definite upon which to 
work. 


Coroner’s Inquest. 

From evidence given by witnesses before 
the coroner’s jury last night, another the- 
ory has been developed which deepened 
the mystery. It was testified that a man 
who accompanied the woman, Ed Turner 
and Reeves and Jones on the car to St. 
Elmo, followed Turner and the woman, 
keeping about twenty-five yards behind 
and the theory has been developed that 
this man may have been the real murder- 
et 

The coroner's jury which will continue its 
investigation tonight, is composed of the 
following: T. G. Newman, H. G. Ney, R. 
A. Lowry, James Lloyd, L. H. Kesterson, 
W. I. Sterne and Bert Elliott. 
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The following witnesses were examined: 

J. E. Jones and F. F. Reeves, the two men 
from Atlanta who were with Turner and 
the woman up to the time they left the 
street car, according to their statements; 
W. P. Holland, the night station agent at 
the Union Depot; Fred Crow, George Kil- 
gore, the motorman on the car on which 
the party rode to St. Elmo, D. Bass and 
Frank Pogue. 


Arrested as Suspect. 
The following special gives the details of 
the arrest of a suspicious character at 
Cleveland this morning, but when the 
news was conveyed to the sheriff’s office 
by The Chattanooga News, the informa- 
tion was given that the man arrested at 
Cleveland is not Ed Turner: 
Cleveland, Tenn., April 3.—(Special) 
Officers here last night arrested a 
young white man on a northbound 
blind baggage of the Southern railway 
on advices sent from Chattanooga to 
hold suspicious characters. The man 
gave his name as Leonard Helton and 
stated his home was in Alabama. He 
appears to be about 23 years of age, is 
clean shaven, weighs 125 pounds, dark 
hair and is five feet four inches in 





Zi 


28 





Newspaper Articles 


height. 

He stated that he was at Citico yards 
yesterday afternoon from 1 to 5 
o'clock and that he heard the people 
late in the afternoon discussing the 
murder. 

The man is held pending advices from 
the officers at Chattanooga. 


Jones Interviewed. 

This morning, a reporter for The Chat- 
tanooga News interviewed J. E. Jones, 
one of the young men who accompanied 
Turner and his alleged wife, F. F. Reeves 
and the “countryman” to the foot of the 
incline. Jones was very reticent and would 
not divulge the whole story as he claims 
he knows it, but did say that he and his 
friend, Reeves and Turner and his wife 
got off the car at the foot of the incline 
where Turner and his wife separated from 
them and started off afoot. 

He says that he and his friend came here 
from Atlanta yesterday morning to see the 
woman, but he would not state his pur- 
pose in doing so. He said that he was very 
anxious to get back to Atlanta last night 
and he would be glad when the “thing is 
all over.” It was clearly demonstrated that 
Jones knows more than he will tell or else 
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he has been coached not to tell the news- 
papers anything at all. 

The sheriff’s office has been very reticent 
also about the matter today, because, they 
say, that any information given to the 
newspapers may interfere with their plans 
in apprehending Turner. They assert, how- 
ever, that they almost have their hands on 
the much wanted man and that they will 
land their man before nightfall. 


George Drennan’s Statement. 
George W. Drennan, ticket agent at the 
foot of the incline, made the following 
statement today about what he knows of 
the matter. 

“I noticed the four men and the 
woman at the station here yesterday 
morning. They got off a car about 11 
o'clock and remained about the station 
until 1 o'clock yesterday afternoon. 
Then they all left the station leaving on 
the left side of the incline as if they 
were going to walk up the mountain. 
Some time after, three of the men re- 
turned and sometime after still, one of 
the men came back from the right or 
north side of the incline. I took this 
man to be the husband of the woman.” 
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Chattanooga Star, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 3 


MYSTERY IN 
MURDER ON 
MOUNTAIN SIDE 


Young Woman With Throat 
Cut Found 


GHASTLY DISCOVERY 
MADE BY CHILDREN 


Woman had Quarreled with Man 
Supposed to Be Her Husband. 
Atlanta Boys and an Unknown 

Countryman Mixed Up in Case. 


Children romping along the old 
“broad-gauge,” about a hundred yards 
from the No. 2 Lookout Mountain In- 
cline, made a most gruesome discovery 
shortly after four-o’clock yesterday af- 
ternoon. Stretched prone across the 
middle of the road lay the body of a 
dead woman. She lay face upwards, her 
head thrown back, displaying a gaping 
gash in her throat that reached from ear 
to ear. Her arms were akimbo, and the 
palms of her bloody hands were turned 
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upwards, as though someone had held 
her to prevent the convulsions of death. 
Her clothes were disordered, and there 
were other evidences of a crime greater 
than that of murder. The woman was 
later identified as being Mrs. Lillie 
Turner, whose maiden name was 
Farmer, of Cartersville, Ga. 

Two Georgia boys are being held in 
connection with the murder. They are J. 
E. Jones and Frank F. Reeves, of At- 
lanta. Neither of them, however, is 
charged with the murder of the woman. 
That is attributed to the woman’s hus- 
band, Ed Turner, who has disappeared. 
A career of sin, and the strange fasci- 
nation which a beautiful woman can 
wield over men immediately precedes 
the gruesome tragedy. Lillie Turner was 
beautiful. She was barely twenty years 
old, vivacious, it is said, and withal 
winsome. 


Quarrel Attracts Attention. 
According to the testimony of Jones 
and Reeves before the coroner's jury at 
the inquest held last night, the two boys 
first met the woman at a rooming house 
in Atlanta known as the Germania Ho- 
tel. Jones stigmatized the house as dis- 
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reputable, and claimed that the woman 
had been placed there by her husband, 
who used her as a “cat's-paw” to enrich 
himself. Turner did not live at the 
house, but came there occasionally to 
get money from his wife. Not until last 
Sunday, asserted the boys, did they 
know that the two were man and wife. 
Sunday, Turner and the young woman 
went to Marietta, whither Jones and 
Reeves followed them. They returned 
Sunday night when, according to ad- 
vices received by the Star, Jones and 
the woman were arrested at a hotel. 
Jones declared that the woman asked 
him to take her to Chattanooga, since 
she wished to get away from her hus- 
band. However, Monday Turner and his 
wife came on to Chattanooga, after 
making an appointment with Jones to 
follow, arriving at the Union Depot 
shortly after 9 o’clock at night. On the 
train, they had met a man named Ed 
Kelly, with whom they struck up an ac- 
quaintanceship. The three proceeded to 
the Conner House on Market Street. 
Turner did not remain there, returning 
to the depot to await the arrival of 
Jones. The latter came shortly after 1 
o’clock yesterday morning, accompa- 
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nied by Reeves. 

Yesterday morning the four met by ap- 
pointment to take a trip to the moun- 
tain. Kelly was along too, but he de- 
clared that he had to take the morning 
train to Cincinnati; and therefore could 
not go with them. 


Mysterious “Countryman.” 

At this juncture another figure came 
upon the scene. This was a tall slim 
youth, whom none seemed to know, to 
whom Jones referred in his testimony 
as “the countryman.” He had followed 
the Turner woman from Atlanta, and 
dogged their footsteps the entire morn- 
ing. 

Turner and his wife, Jones and Reeves 
got on a Lookout Mountain car shortly 
before 11 o'clock. The "Countryman" 
also got on. The youths took a seat 
apart from the couple to avoid suspi- 
cion. However, the group attracted 
some attention. Passengers on the car 
especially observed the young woman, 
who wore a black silk dress, and a 
white Easter bonnet, trimmed with 
green and red flowers. The attention of 
George Kilgore, the motorman, was 
called to them and he observed all so 
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closely that he was later able to give a 
detailed description of every member 
of the party. Turner was evidently urg- 
ing his wife to go home with him, for 
she was overheard to remark—"T'll die 
before I go home!" 

On the car, Jones and Reeves made the 
acquaintance of three youths known as 
the Crowe brothers. At the No. 2 In- 
cline the six youths, Turner and his 
wife got off. 

The youths proceeded to the ticket of- 
fice to purchase tickets, further testified 
Jones, and did not notice the actions of 
the married couple. On turning, how- 
ever, they were seen walking away 
along the mountain driveway. At an in- 
terval of about 25 yards “the country- 
man” was seen following them. The 
three disappeared around a bend in the 
road. That was the last any of the group 
saw of the woman alive. Nothing more 
was seen of "the countryman." Servants 
of houses along the road relate having 
seen the three pass. However, they 
claim that one of the men was ahead of 
the couple instead of behind. The man 
in front answered to the description of 
Turner. The man with Lillie Turner an- 
swers to the description of "the coun- 
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tryman." 


Last Seen of Turner. 

The boys waited around the ticket of- 
fice for about an hour. Then Jones saw 
Turner again. He appeared to be trying 
to hide between some houses. A car 
came along at this time, and Turner 
made a dash for it. Jones followed, 
both catching the car. “Where's Lillie?” 
asked Jones. "Why I thought she al- 
ready went to town!" replied Turner. 
Jones got off the car, and returned to 
the others, who started a search for the 
girl. Failing to find her, they returned to 
the city. A search here failed to locate 
her. Towards evening Jones and Reeves 
started back for the mountain. On the 
car they met Deputy Sheriff Perkins, to 
whom they told what they knew. He 
took both in custody. 

Although the Sheriff's office has been 
most active in sifting through the 
crime, Turner and “the countryman,” 
both of whom are badly wanted, are 
still at large. Sheriff Shipp is taking 
personal charge of the case. 
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Atlanta Constitution, Apr 3, 1907, Page 2 


ATLANTA GIRL 
MURDERED ON 
LOOKOUT 
MOUNTAIN 


Police Authorities are Looking 
For her Husband who was 
Last Seen with Her. 


LILLIE PALMER DIED 
IN OLD RAILROAD CUT ON 
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 


Atlanta Boys were the Chief 
Witnesses before the Coroner’s 
Jury—Victim of the Killing 
was Arrested in Atlanta 
on Last Sunday Night. 


Chattanooga Tenn. April 2. — (Special.) 

This afternoon about 3 o’clock the life- 
less body of Lillie Palmer, a handsome, 
[??] year-old girl of Atlanta, was found 
in an abandoned railroad cut, of the side 
of Lookout Mountain with her throat 
torn ear to ear. 
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Authorities are looking for Ed Turner 
who came here from Atlanta with the 
woman and who was last seen with her. 
Sentiment was high near the scene of 
the killing and had Turner been found in 
that section, a necktie party would have 
been the result. 

The evidence adduced before the coro- 
ner's jury came largely from F. E. 
Reeves and J. E. Jones, both Atlanta 
men who came here on the same train 
with the couple. They stated that Turner 
and the Palmer woman had been mar- 
ried and that later she had gone into her 
house in Atlanta. They reached the city 
last night at 9:40. 

Tuesday, the four went to the foot of 
the mountain. Turner and the Palmer 
woman starting to walk up the mountain 
and the boys returning to the city. 

Turner was later seen to take a car to 

the city. He was alone. All efforts to lo- 
cate him have been futile, and he is sup- 
posed to have left Chattanooga on a rail 
train. The only cause that has been as- 
signed for the murder is jealousy. 
[The boys?] stated that Turner [Palmer 
or Lillie] did not want to go back to At- 
lanta and that she had determined to re- 
turn with Jones and Reeves. 
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Atlanta End to Story 
Lillie Palmer, the young woman who 
was murdered at Lookout Mountain was 
only slightly known in Atlanta. 

She was here but a short time ago with 
her husband who is supposed to be trav- 
eling under the alias of Turner. Last 
Sunday night, Lillie Palmer and J. E. 
Jones were arrested in the Georgia hotel 
by the police and brought to the police 
barracks where a charge of disorderly 
conduct was hurled against them. Col- 
lateral was deposited by the husband, 
who did [not?] give his name, for both 
his wife and Jones, and they did not ap- 
pear before Judge Broyles to answer the 
charge against them, forfeiting their col- 
lateral. That was the last heard of them 
in Atlanta. 

Last Sunday night about 10:30 o’clock, 
the patrol wagon brought Jones and Lil- 
lie Palmer to the police barracks the 
wagon officer stating that they were to 
be held on the charge of disorderly con- 
duct. The young woman, beautiful, both 
as to [form] and feature, her pretty head 
surmounted with a wealth of dark red 
hair, stated that she had been arrested in 
company with her companion Jones, 26 
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years old, at the Georgia Hotel: that her 
husband was worthless and had led her 
into a life of shame, and that she was 
desirous of returning to her mother in 
Kentucky but would not remain here or 
go to Cartersville, which place [they] 
had been ordered to leave. She was 
stylishly attired, and gave her age as 16 
years. 

Shortly before midnight the husband 
appeared at police barracks and de- 
posited $25.75 for the appearance of his 
wife. He did not give his name, or make 
any explanations, save that when he 
again appeared at the barracks at 2:30 
o'clock in the morning, depositing 
$25.75 cash collateral for Jones. He re- 
marked to Jones: "Foolishness has cost 
me $51.50 tonight." 

Jones, who is a native of Atlanta, [and] 
met the couple at Cartersville, stated to 
one of the officers at the barracks that 
he did not know the Palmer girl was 
married until after their arrest: that he 
had spent an afternoon at the river with 
Turner and his wife, and that neither of 
them had mentioned the fact that they 
were married. 
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Atlanta Georgian and News, Apr 3, 1907, Page 13 


ATLANTA GIRL 
IS MURDERED 


Body Found in R. R. 
Cut With Head AI- 
most Severed. 


Special to The Georgian. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., April 3—With 
her throat cut from ear to ear, the life- 
less body of Lillie Palmer, of Atlanta, a 
handsome young woman 18 years of 
age, was found at 3 o’clock yesterday 
afternoon in an abandoned railroad cut 
on the side of Lookout Mountain. 

The authorities are looking for Ed 
Turner, who came here from Atlanta 
with the woman and who was last seen 
with her. 

The evidence adduced before the coro- 

ner’s jury yesterday evening came 
largely from F. F. Reeves and J. E. 
Jones, both Atlanta boys, who came 
here on the same train with the couple. 

The party reached this city Monday 
night at 9:40. Yesterday the four went 
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to the foot of the mountain. Turner and 
the Palmer woman starting to walk up 
the mountain and the boys returning to 
the city. 

Excitement was high in the neighbor- 
hood of the killing all yesterday even- 
ing. 


Arrested in Atlanta 
in Company with Jones. 

Lillie Palmer was arrested last Sunday 
night in Atlanta in company with J. E. 
Jones. The couple was found in the 
Georgia Hotel and a charge of disor- 
derly conduct was registered against 
them. A forfeit was put up by a man 
who claimed to be Lillie Palmer’s hus- 
band for both the woman and Jones, 
and the pair failed to appear for trial the 
next day. 

The young woman, who was of un- 
usual beauty, said the her husband was 
worthless and had abused her, and that 
she desired to return to her home in 
Kentucky. She said she was 16 years of 
age. Jones, who lives in Atlanta, claim- 
ed to have met the woman a short time 
before and that he had not known she 
was married. 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Apr 4, 1907, Page 5 


VICTIM IS 
IDENTIFIED 


Turner, the Murderer, was 
Once a Kentucky Convict. 


MAN AND HIS WIFE 
WERE FROM BREATHITT CO. 


Dock Harris, an Important 
Witness to Tragedy, is Located 


MRS. TURNER’S ESCAPADE 
IN ATLANTA REPORTED 


The Victim of Ed Turner’s Knife 
was his Wife who before Mar- 
riage was Lillie Burcham, of 
Frozen Creek, near Jackson, 
Kentucky. 


The murder of Lillie Turner, alias Lillie 
Palmer, whose mutilated body was found 
on the side of Lookout mountain Tues- 
day afternoon, continues wrapped in 
mystery. The sensation however, grows 
apace as more is learned concerning the 
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parties implicated. Sheriff Shipp and his 
deputies have worked intelligently and 
persistently on the case since the discov- 
ery of the young girl’s body and have 
fully acquainted themselves with the 
movements of all concerned in the 
tragedy. 

It has been learned that the murdered 
girl was Lillie Burcham. Her mother, 
Mrs. Lou Burcham, lives at Frozen 
Creek, a hamlet in Breathitt county, Ken- 
tucky. The mother was telegraphed yes- 
terday to Frozen Creek, Ky., the railway 
station nearest her home. A reply was re- 
ceived signed "Mrs. Lou Bircham." It 
simply instructed that "Lillie's remains 
be forwarded together with her effects." 
The remains were sent to the mother at 
Willhurst, a station ten miles from Jack- 
son. 

Ed Turner, unquestionably the murderer 
of his young wife, and who is yet at 
large, is also from Kentucky’s famous 
dark and bloody county of Breathitt. To 
one or two men to whom he had talked 
he stated that he had been tried in that 
county for murder, and had been acquit- 
ted. It has also developed he had served a 
term in Kentucky's state prison. In talk- 
ing of his relations with the girl, he 





45 


46 





Newspaper Articles 


stated they had married last September. 


Turner’s Description 

Turner is described as a man between 25 
and 30, large eyes, light complexion. His 
face and eyes show dissipation. His up- 
per jaw and front teeth project over the 
lower jaw and teeth. A small gold filling 
is in one of his upper front teeth. His hair 
is light brown. When last seen, he was 
smoothly shaven. If his beard were per- 
mitted to grow, it would be of a light red- 
dish color and of light scattering growth, 
except perhaps on [the] chin. Turner is 
about 5 feet, 10 inches in height and 
weighs about 160 or 170 pounds. A strik- 
ing feature of the man is the shape of his 
mouth, best described as a “perch” 
mouth. It is thus described by criminolo- 
gists indicating a pucker not unlike the 
oval of the mouth of a fish. Another fea- 
ture noted are the cheek bones of Turner, 
which are of more prominence than ordi- 
nary. 

Kentucky, with its lurid chapters of vio- 
lence and its disregard of law in some of 
its mountain counties will, if she can, re- 
pudiate the creation of one so degraded 
as Ed Turner, if what appears concerning 
him is established as fact. From all that 
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can be learned, he sold his young and 
pretty girl wife into a life of shame, that 
he might profit from the revenue. In At- 
lanta, where they lived for a short while, 
the girl led a life of immorality with the 
knowledge and at the insistence of her 
husband. Letters found in the girl’s trunk 
were piteous and pathetic in their sim- 
plicity, yet expressing disgust with the 
life on which she had entered. 


A Mother’s Letters. 

Letters, too, were found from the old 
mother in the mountains of Kentucky, 
evidently in ignorance of her child's dis- 
solute life. The mother expressed a de- 
sire to come to Atlanta, but feared the 
heat which she had heard was "orful 
tryin' in Georgia." She hoped Ed and Lil- 
lie were doing well and would come to 
see her soon. 

Turner was located for a short time at 
Cartersville. A memorandum was found 
where he had contracted to buy a half in- 
terest in a restaurant from a man named 
Moffett. The business was evidently 
unimportant, as the consideration named 
was but $75 for the half interest Turner 
was to acquire. 

Atlanta however, had been the recent 
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residence of the Turners. The girl wife 
went by the name of Lillie Palmer and 
made her home for a while at the Germa- 
nia house, at 31% South Pryor street. The 
Atlanta Constitution of yesterday, report- 
ing the murder, followed with the Atlanta 
knowledge of Turner and his wife as fol- 
lows: 


The Atlanta End. 

Lillie Palmer, the young woman who 
was murdered at Lookout mountain, was 
only slightly known in Atlanta. She was 
here but a short time ago with her hus- 
band, who is supposed to be traveling 
under the alias of Turner. Last Sunday 
night Lillie Palmer and J. E. Jones were 
arrested in the Georgia hotel by the po- 
lice and brought to the police barracks 
where a charge of disorderly conduct 
was booked against them. Collateral was 
deposited by the husband—who did not 
give his name—for both his wife and 
Jones, and they did not appear before 
Judge Broyles to answer the charge 
against them, forfeiting their collateral. 
That was the last heard of them in At- 
lanta. 

Last Sunday night about 10:30 o'clock, 
the patrol wagon brought J. E. Jones and 
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Lillie Palmer to the police barracks, the 
wagon officer stating that they were to be 
held on the charge of disorderly conduct. 
The young woman, beautiful both as to 
form and feature, her pretty head sur- 
mounted with a wealth of dark red hair, 
stated that she had been arrested in com- 
pany with her companion J. E. Jones, 26 
years old, at the Georgia hotel; that her 
husband was worthless and had led her 
into a life of shame, and that she was de- 
sirous of returning to her mother in Ken- 
tucky, but would not remain here or re- 
turn to Cartersville, which place they had 
been ordered to leave. She was stylishly 
attired and gave her age as 16 years. 

Shortly before midnight, the husband 
appeared at police barracks and de- 
posited $25.75 for the appearance of his 
wife. He did not give his name, or make 
any explanations, save that when he 
again appeared at the barracks at 2:30 
o'clock in the morning and deposited 
$25.75 cash collateral for Jones, he re- 
marked to Jones: "This foolishness has 
cost me $51.50 tonight." 

Jones, who is a native of Atlanta, and 
met the couple at Cartersville, stated to 
one of the officers at the barracks that he 
did not know the Palmer girl was mar- 
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ried until their arrest; that he had spent 
an afternoon at the river with Turner and 
his wife, and that neither of them had 
mentioned the fact that they were mar- 
ried. 


Atlantans not Implicated. 

J. E. Jones, referred to in the Atlanta 
story, together with his friend, F. F. 
Reeves, are under detention at the jail, 
although the officers are fully convinced 
they are not implicated in the death of 
the girl. The two young men have told all 
they know concerning Turner and his 
wife, young Jones admitting his illicit re- 
lations with Mrs. Turner. The Atlanta 
men followed Mr. and Mrs. Turner to 
Chattanooga, reaching here a few hours 
after the couple’s arrival. It had been un- 
derstood that Jones was to have come on 
the same train from Cartersville, but he 
concluded to first go to Atlanta. There he 
was joined by young Reeves. Turner met 
them here at the depot and directed Jones 
to where he had taken his wife. Tuesday, 
Jones, Reeves and the Turner couple, 
were on the same car for the mountain. 
The two young men left the car from the 
front end and hurried to the Incline office 
to secure tickets. Turner and the woman 
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stepped from the rear end of the car, but 
instead of joining the young men, contin- 
ued afoot toward Mountain Junction, go- 
ing through a gate a short distance from 
the Incline station and starting up the 
mountain. The two men then noted an- 
other man seemed interested in Mr. and 
Mts. Turner. 


Dock Harris Located. 

This man who they describe as looking 
like a countryman was roughly dressed, 
unshaven, and had a reddish complexion. 
He followed the Turners up the mountain 
until the three were lost to view. 

The "countryman" as he has been desig- 
nated by the officers, served to compli- 
cate the mystery. The same man had told 
some Chattanoogans he was a deputy 
sheriff and was shadowing Turner. He 
had displayed two packages of money 
stating each contained $500. 

Like Turner, all trace and clue to this 
man were lost until last night, when word 
reached the city that a man giving his 
name as Dock Harris, an expert drill 
man, who had been working at the tun- 
nel, had returned to the camp and told he 
had been enjoying himself for a week or 
more following in Atlanta, and here, a 
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man and his wife. He told of his having 
dogged their footsteps up the mountain 
when the man had turned and told him he 
was tired of his chasing them and to clear 
out. His story is, he turned back and met 
the two young fellows from Atlanta, and 
upon their following him, he concluded 
to have some fun with them and made it 
appear he was endeavoring to avoid 
them, finally broke into a run, escaping 
them and crossing the lower end of the 
mountain into the camp. 


Workmen at the Tunnel. 

It was reported last night this man had 
been located and arrested and would be 
brought into the city and taken before the 
coroner’s jury. The report, however, 
proved in error. It is thought he will be 
taken into custody today. 

Turner has left no trace. The last seen of 
him was in St. Elmo, presumably a short 
time after he had committed his crime. 
He was seen by the two young men from 
Atlanta hurriedly boarding a car for the 
city, both hands clutching his coat, which 
he was evidently endeavoring to button 
closely about him. One of the young fel- 
lows jumped aboard the car and hur- 
riedly inquired of Turner concerning the 
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whereabouts of the girl. He answered, 
"why she went to town long ago." The 
Atlantan, who had been closely watching 
for the return of the woman from her 
mountain walk, knew the statement was 
untrue, and without asking further expla- 
nation, left the car and returned to his 
companion near the foot of the incline. 
Shortly after, the girl's body was found in 
the old cut of the broad-gauge road. 

All sorts of theories have been advanced 
implicating both Turner and Harris. Offi- 
cials who have closely investigated how- 
ever, are of the opinion that the murdered 
young woman was in possession of some 
secret crime of Turner and that it was 
discussed when the two reached the iso- 
lated part of the mountain. A quarrel fol- 
lowed, and the man concluded it was an 
opportunity to end it all by murder. His 
work was done thoroughly. The young 
woman’s throat was cut as if a razor had 
been the weapon. 

Sheriff Shipp has notified Governor Pat- 
terson of the atrocity and requested that a 
reward of $150 be offered for the arrest 
of Turner. The governor had asked for 
further details which were supplied last 
night. Sheriff Shipp expects instruction 
this morning to offer the reward. 
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Changed: 
1. “Bircham” to “Burcham’ (except inside 
quotes) 


2. “Luo” to “Lou” 

3. “Frozen Fork” to “Frozen Creek” 

4. “Palmer and his wife” to “Turner and 
his wife” 
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Chattanooga Star, Thu, Apr 4, 1907, Page 1 


WHICH IS 
MURDERER? 


Mountain Mystery 
Grows Deeper 


SEVERAL COULD HAVE 
KILLED LILLIE TURNER 


Woman’s Husband 
Cannot Be Found 


Reward of $150 Now Offered for 
Him By Governor—Country- 
man Seems to Have Been "Tin 

Badge Detective." 


As time passes by and new develop- 
ments are brought to light by the county 
authorities who are at work upon the 
murder of Mrs. Lillie Turner, the mys- 
tery surrounding the crime deepens and 
its atrocity becomes magnified to a deed 
of the utmost degeneracy. 

Ed Turner, the husband of the woman, 
who is accused of the murder, is at 
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large, and there is no clue as to his 
whereabouts. A description of him has 
been wired to every locality where it is 
believed he would possibly go, and 
steps are being taken to offer a large re- 
ward for his apprehension. 

Yesterday afternoon Sheriff J. F. Shipp 
wired the Governor for authority to of- 
fer a reward of at least $150 for infor- 
mation leading to Turner’s arrest. Last 
night he received a telegram from the 
Governor authorizing the $150 reward. 
The offer will be posted immediately, 
and circulars sent to every police station 
and sheriff's department in the country. 
The official paper has been issued by 
the Governor, and is expected by the 
sheriff this afternoon. 


Suspect Being Held. 

Advices have been received here of the 
arrest in Cleveland, Tenn., yesterday, of 
a man answering Turner's description. A 
charge of trespassing is lodged against 
him to warrant holding him: but it is un- 
derstood that he is being held to await 
identification. 

The mysterious "countryman," who fig- 
ured so prominently in shadowing Tur- 
ner and his wife, has been identified, 
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and is now being sought more eagerly 
than ever by the county authorities— 
not, however, for any complicity in the 
murder, but as a witness. He is Dock 
Harris, of Resaca, Ga. His connection 
with the case is somewhat strange and 
peculiar, and has a tinge of the romantic 
in it. 

Tuesday afternoon after the body of 
Lillie Turner was found, Harris met a 
resident of St. Elmo, who later in the 
evening served on the coroner's jury, 
and told him all he knew of the affair. 
There is considerable strong feeling 
against this juryman because he did not 
breathe a word of this meeting until last 
night, when it was too late to hold Har- 
ris. The latter left the city yesterday 
morning for parts unknown. It is said he 
took alarm that he might become impli- 
cated in the murder—as a witness, if 
nothing worse—and promptly “skipped 
out.” 


A Country Detective. 

Harris's connection with the case, as 
told by himself, and from what can be 
learned of him is due to a mania Harris 
has of playing detective. He is said to be 
a typical country detective—of the kind 
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who pays several dollars for a “star,” 
the insignia of his office. He himself 
claim-ed to have been a deputy sheriff. 

At any rate, Harris followed Turner and 
his unfortunate wife from Atlanta where 
he first saw them. He is quoted as hav- 
ing said that their movements appeared 
suspicious, and this was evidently the 
incentive that prompted him to dog their 
footsteps. 

He is perhaps the only witness to the 
murder itself. He did not fail to keep the 
couple plainly in view, attracting some 
attention from his own eagerness. When 
Tuesday morning he met J. E. Jones and 
Frank F. Reeves, the two Atlanta boys 
who followed Lillie Turner here, they 
endeavored to shake him, by running 
him off. As narrated in yesterday's Star, 
however, he got on the same car with 
the quartet and got off at No. 2 Lookout 
Mountain Incline. There he followed 
Turner and his wife as they started up 
the road where the murder was to be 
committed. His actions had by this time 
attracted the attention of the couple, and 
several times Turner turned and drove 
him back with threats. He kept on dog- 
gedly, however, with such care though, 
that the couple no longer saw him. He is 
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quoted as having said that if he had an- 
other man with him he would have ar- 
rested them. What he saw of the murder, 
however, cannot be said. 


Something About Woman. 

Lillie Turner’s maiden name was 
Farmer, though she sometimes signed 
herself Burcham. The Farmer family of 
Kentucky is composed of many mem- 
bers who are distributed throughout 
Breathitt county—the county of feuds. 
Mrs. Turner's father was a Luke Farmer, 
who died while the girl was still very 
young from the effects, it is said, of be- 
ing shot. The family lived for a while at 
Jackson and then Mrs. Farmer married 
again, the groom being named Bur- 
cham, of Frozen Creek, Ky., a hamlet 
near Jackson. 

Sheriff Shipp yesterday afternoon re- 
ceived a telegram from Mrs. Lou Bur- 
cham, the girl’s mother, to forward the 
body and the girl's effects to her home. 
The Turner family of Breathitt county, 
Ky., is also one of the noted families of 
that section. The members are distrib- 
uted throughout the mountain district, 
and are said to be bold and unscrupu- 
lous as to a means to an end. A feud be- 
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tween this family and another has but 
recently contributed a chapter to Breath- 
itt county's bloody history. 


Star Hears From Kentucky. 
In reply to a telegram of inquiry, the 
Star is in receipt of the following: 


Jackson, Ky., April 4, 1907, 
Chattanooga Star, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Ed Turner married Lillie F. Birch- 
am about one year ago. She was pret- 
ty and about sixteen years old. Her 


reputation was not the best. 
S. N. Fugate, Deputy Sheriff 


Ed Turner, it is said, once before faced 
a murder charge, this time at Jackson. 
There was not sufficient evidence 
against him and he was acquitted. He is 
now under bond for another misdeed at 
Jackson, the nature of which is not 
known. 

The authorities here fear that Turner 
has taken to the Breathitt county moun- 
tains, in which event, it is said, it would 
be next to useless to endeavor catching 
him. 
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A little light is thrown on the murder by 
a letter found last night among Lillie 
Turner’s effects. It corroborates some of 
the theories already formed. The letter 
was evidently the last ever written by 
the unfortunate woman, and was never 
mailed. It is dated at Chattanooga, April 
3, and is addressed to Mrs. Fannie 
Warner, 34 Pryor street, Atlanta, Ga. It 
appears to have been written on the 
morning immediately previous to taking 
her fatal trip to Lookout Mountain. 

The substance of the letter follows: 


Dearest Friend: I will write to let 
you know where I am. Well, Mrs. 
Warner, I am coming back this after- 
noon. My little friend has come here. 
He came on the next train after I got 
here. I am going to leave Ed this 
evening and come back to Atlanta. I 
will not come back down there until 
this talk all gets out. I don’t see 
what anyone wanted to do that way 
for. 
Well Mrs. Warner, I will close 
by saying I will let you know when I 
stop in town. Goodbye. 

Lillie Farmer 
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“My little friend” doubtless refers to 
the Jones youth who, with Reeves, is 
still being held in custody by the county 
authorities. "Ed," of course, refers to her 
husband. 


Sheriff Shipp Working Hard. 
Sheriff Shipp is bending all energies to 
the task of tracing Turner and bringing 
him to justice. From the facts estab- 
lished as to his manner of selling his 
wife into a life of shame and then forc- 
ing the money from her, he is consid- 
ered a scoundrel of the deepest die. Pub- 
lic feeling in the city is strongly 
wrought up against him and the citizens 
are encouraging the authorities to bring 
him to justice. 

L. J. Sharp & Co., who have charge of 
the body of Lillie Turner, have not yet 
received any word from the girl’s rela- 
tives as to what disposition should be 
made of it. The body has been prepared 
for burial, however, and will be shipped 
to the mother as soon as an order is re- 
ceived. 


Some Startling Rumors. 
There are many rumors current regard- 
ing the murder, most of which are high- 
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ly sensational. The most sensational of 
all bears upon Dock Harris, "the myste- 
rious countryman." It was told this mor- 
ning to a Star reporter by a criminal of- 
ficer who has been working up evidence 
in the case. If Dock Harris can be iden- 
tified with a young fellow who left 
Jackson, Ky., about the same time as did 

Turner and his wife, there is a strong ar- 
ray of circumstantial evidence against 
him as being himself either the perpetra- 
tor of or accessory to the crime. 

Lillie Turner, or Burcham, had a num- 
ber of lovers before her marriage, 
among them being Turner and a youth 
whose description tallies very much 
with that of Harris. When Turner mar- 
ried the girl, it is said that the disap- 
pointed rival spoke of vengeance and 
followed the couple to Jackson, from 
there to Cartersville, Ga., and then to 
Marietta, Ga., where Turner opened a 
restaurant. Later, Turner and his wife 
moved to Centersville, Ga., where he 
was again in the restaurant business. 
The rival followed them there, but was 
driven out by a lawsuit started by Tur- 
ner. He fled to a nearby town. What his 
name is and what town he went to can- 
not be learned at this time. Resaca, Ga., 
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Note: 
1. “Centersville” Should probably be 
“Cartersville” 
2. Resaca, Gordon Co, GA: @34.57875, 
-84.94624 
Changed: 
1. “When Wednesday’ to “When Tuesday” 
2. “Bucham’” to “Burcham’” 
3. “deepest dye’ to “deepest die” 
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Tennessean, Thu, Apr 4, 1907, Page 3 


HUSBAND SLAYS 
HIS PRETTY WIFE 


Shocking Crime Committed on 
Lookout Mountain. 


THROAT CUT FROM 
EAR TO EAR 


Lillie Turner, a Soiled Dove from At- 
lanta, Done to Death in a Horrible 
Manner by Man she had Wedded. 


Reason for Crime not Known 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., April 3. —— 
(Special.) — On the side of Lookout 
Mountain, Lillie Turner, or Palmer of 
Atlanta, paid the penalty of her life late 
yesterday as the result of one of the 
most horrible murders that has been 
known in this section for many years. 

Ed Turner, said to have been the hus- 
band of the woman who, before her 
death was one of the demi-monde of 
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Atlanta, is supposed to have been her 
slayer, and the authorities are now 
searching for him. 

Pretty, and barely 20 years of age, the 
beauty of her features was rendered 
foul by the great gash in her throat, al- 
most from ear to ear, where the knife 
had torn its way through the flesh. 
Children hunting for flowers found the 
mutilated remains. The girl had proba- 
bly been dead three hours at the time. 
A desolate spot had been selected for 
the commission of the crime, it being 
an old cut in the old broad gauge rail- 
road about 150 yards south of the in- 
cline. Secluded, hidden from all the 
rest of the world, no more lonely a spot 
could have been selected. 

The county jail was notified at once 
and Sheriff Shipp with Deputy Frawley 
began the investigation. At first there 
was absolutely no trace by which the 
victim could be identified, but shortly 
afterward Deputy Marlon Perkins suc- 
ceeded in finding two young men J. E. 
Jones and F. F. Reeves, who recog- 
nized her as Lillie Turner, of Atlanta. 
According to the story told by them, 
she had come to Chattanooga the night 
before from Atlanta in company with 
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her husband, Ed Turner. Her coming to 
this city had been by appointment with 
them, they being from Atlanta. 

The girl and her husband reached the 
city Monday night and Jones and 
Reeves came on the next train. 

Yesterday morning, according to her 
appointment with Jones and Reeves, 
she and her husband met them, and 
about 11 o’clock the quartet went out 
to St. Elmo. Then, according to Jones' 
story, the party divided. Turner and his 
wife walking up the old mountain road, 
while he and Reeves went to the In- 
cline station. 

This was the last seen of either the 
man or the woman, until the body of 
Lillie Turner was found in the cut by 
the school children. 

The whole affair is a mysterious one, 
residents of St. Elmo stating that she 
had been seen in company with two 
men while going up the side of the 
mountain, though up to a late hour last 
night no trace could be found of the 
second man. 

Mrs. Turner had gone to Atlanta some 
time ago from her home in Jackson, 
Ky., and later married Turner. From in- 
formation gathered, he was insanely 
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jealous of her, and when she announc- 
ed her intention of coming to this city 
to keep the appointment with Jones 
and Reeves, he had accompanied her. 
Upon arriving here, it is the theory of 
the officers that after the two young 
men had arrived, his jealousy secured 
the upper hand and he proposed the 
trip to the mountain with the intention 
of taking her life. 

Both Jones and Reeves were taken 
into custody by the Sheriff, and will be 
held until the Coroner’s jury renders a 
verdict. 

From the position in which the cloth- 
ing of the victim was found, the con- 
clusion was reached by those investi- 
gating that she had been maltreated be- 
fore her death, and this phase of the 
case will be investigated by physicians. 

Ed Turner, the husband of the young 
woman, is a member of the Turner 
feudist gang, in Breathitt County, Ky. 
It is said that he has been tried two or 
three times for murder. No trace of him 
has been found. 
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The Cartersville News, Apr 4, 1907, Page 1 


From Ear to Ear 
Woman’s Throat Cut 


Man In Restaurant Business 
Here Supposed to Be Murderer 
of His Wife on Lookout 
Mountain. 


During the big snow in January a 
couple said to be man and wife came 
to Cartersville and the man bought an 
interest with Mr. W. F. Maffett in the 
restaurant in the basement of the 
Bradley building. It was not long be- 
fore the conduct of the couple was the 
subject of remark, the woman espe- 
cially being put down as of loose 
morals. At last, remarks becoming 
frequent, the authorities thought best 
to take a hand and they were notified 
to get out of town, or at least the 
woman was. She went to Atlanta, 
while the husband remained here for 
several weeks, running back and forth 
to Atlanta. Monday afternoon the man 
got off the train bound for Chat- 
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tanooga and had a few words with 
people he knew, telling them that he 
was going with his wife to their for- 
mer home in Kentucky, and she was 
to take the train with him. They are 
said to have come originally from 
Breathitt county, in that state. The 
man gave his name as Ed Turner. 

The man showed an insanely jealous 
nature while in Cartersville and 
watched his wife with the eye of a 
hawk constantly. It seems that a 
dreadful tragedy soon followed their 
passing through here. 

It is believed the man cut the 
woman’s throat and left her in the 
woods where the deed was done and 
where she was found afterward by 
some school children. 

The Chattanooga Times tells the 
story of the crime, so far as known, in 
its yesterday’s issue, as follows: 

"With her throat cut from ear to ear, 
the body of Lillie Turner was found 
yesterday afternoon on the side of 
Lookout Mountain. 

In the world of sin the victim was 
known as Lillie Palmer. She was 
an outcast in Atlanta, and came to 
Chattanooga Monday, accompa- 
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nied by a man named Ed Turner, 
who claimed to be her husband. 

The two, with a party of young 
men, started for the mountain yes- 
terday. Turner and the woman left 
their companions at St. Elmo. 

Shortly after, the body of the 
young woman was found by chil- 
dren. The murder was committed 
in the cut of the old broad gauge 
road about half a mile from the 
foot of the incline." 

“The wages of sin is death.” On the 
side of old Lookout the penalty for 
the violation of a moral law as ancient 
as the rock-ribbed sides of the grim 
mountain, Lillie Turner, or Palmer, of 
Atlanta, paid the penalty of her life as 
the result of one of the most horrible 
murders that has been known in this 
section for many years. 


[A long description of the last day 
of Lillie Palmer Turner follows.] 








Note: Transcribed by Laurel Baty The “long description’ 
was omitted from the original transcript, and so it’s not 
available here either. 
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Chattanooga News, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 6 


TURNER 
NOT YET 
CAUGHT 


Reward Offered by Gov- 
ernor and Sheriff 


TURNER PROMINENT FIGURE 
IN MARCUM-JETT DAYS 


REMAINS OF LILLIE TURNER 
WILL BE SHIPPED HOME 


The Two Atlanta Boys Released. 

Turner Recently Paid a Fine for 

Jones in a Georgia Police Court. 
Latest Gossip on the Case. 


Sheriff J. F. Shipp offered a reward for 
the capture of Ed Turner, the alleged 
murderer of his girl wife, Lillie Turner, 
which has no strings tied to it. The re- 
ward is for $50 and the only condition is 
that Turner be located and arrested, it 
makes no difference whether he is con- 
victed or not. The reward is offered in the 
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following statement to the public: 


"I will pay a cash reward of $50 
for any information that leads to the 
location and arrest of one Ed 
Turner, formerly of Breathitt coun- 
ty, Ky., who is charged with the 
murder of his wife, Lillie Turner, 
on the side of Lookout mountain, at 
Chattanooga, Tenn., April 2, 1907." 
(Signed.) J. F. SHIPP, 

“Sheriff.” 


This makes a total of $200 reward which 

has been offered for the capture of Tur- 
ner, the governor already having offered 
$150 reward. 

The officers are agreed that Turner is 
now most probably in the mountains of 
his former boyhood days. It is certain that 
he left the city post haste on the evening 
of the murder, for he left without getting 
his baggage which had been left at the 
Union depot on the day the couple ar- 
rived in the city from Atlanta. The bag- 
gage consists of a common telescope and 
a hand satchel. The telescope contains 
some clothing [of] one sort or another 
and in it had an official pardon given by 
Gov. Beckham, of Kentucky, to Ed Tur- 
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ner after he had served one year in the 
penitentiary on the charge of "malicious 
shooting and wounding." The pardon was 
granted in November, 1905. 

Turner was convicted by the Breathitt 
county circuit court at the November 
term of 1904 on this charge. 


Knew of Marcum-Jett Feud. 

In Turner's effects left here and in the 
possession of the sheriff is some writing 
which Turner had intended for poetry, but 
it is a semi-poetry-prose affair all the way 
through. From this letter—or whatever it 
may be called—tt is seen that Turner was 
well acquainted with the Marcum-Jett 
feud and in fact, was one of the figures 
which moved in Breathitt county during 
the feud. 

The copy of the manuscript is as follows, 
with all of its errors, bad poetry, etc.: 


"It was on the fourth day of May, half 
past 8 o'clock, that day, J. B. Marcum 
then was standing in the door of the 
court house in this town where Curt 
Jett was lurking round Just to get a 
chance to lay him on the floor.” 
“Thomas White a friend of Jett, no 
worse man was ever met then come 
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walking boldly through the court 
house hall and as he was passing B he 
looked Marcum in the eye knowing 
truly that poor Marcum soon would 
fall.” 

“Capt. Ewen standing by saw him 
fall and heard him cry ‘Oh lord oh 
lord,they've killed me at last.” Ewen 
saw the man and gun and he hastily 
did run and he heard the second lowd 
and awful blast.” 

“Judge Jim Hargis and his man, Sher- 
iff Edward Calahan were across the 
street in Hargis store some believed 
they new the plot hence were listening 
for the shot and to see Jett's victim fall 
there in the floor.” 

“Those who come to Marcum's aid 
thought at first they were afraid Har- 
gis, Calahan and White they never 
met. But the one who lingered near 
was the one they all did fear That had 
done the awful deed 'twas Curtis Jett.” 

“They arrested White and Jett and the 
court in Jackson There the prosecu- 
tion labored with his might and when 
Breathitt court was o'er Judge Red- 
wine could do no more so he left it 
with the jury for the right.” 

“But the Jury disagreed just one man 
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began to plead That he thought Curt 
Jett and White should both go free He 
contended till the last and his vote he 
would not cast. "Tis believed Judge 
Hargis paid the men a fee.” 

“Then they tried the men once more 
not in Jackson as before for they 
could not get their justice in that 
town. So the court in Harrison met 
and condemned both White and Jett a 
verdict of their guiltiness was found.” 

“Now the final trial is past Jett and 
White are doomed at last To the pri- 
son house where they will have to 
stay." 


Will Ship Remains Home. 

Subscriptions are now being taken to de- 
fray the expense for the shipment of the 
remains of Lillie Turner to her home. 
Any persons desiring to contribute to this 
good cause are requested to give their 
subscriptions to the sheriff. 

Last night, the sheriff released J. E. 
Jones and Frank F. Reeves, the Atlanta 
boys who came to the city with Turner 
and his wife and they returned to their 
homes. The sheriff has their address and 
they told him that they will be ready at a 
moment’s notice to come to the city or to 
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do anything in their power to assist in the 
capture of Turner. 

“Doc” Harris, the "mysterious country- 
man" who is believed to have either 
known something of the crime or was an 
eye witness, is still at large. 

Information was received this morning 
that a suspicious looking man was seen at 
Hooker, Ga., the day following the crime 
and that he said his name was Jones. He 
stated that he was on his way to Paducah, 
Ky., Whether he was Turner or not is not 
known. 

Sheriff Shipp is trying to get a late pic- 
ture of Turner for the purpose of having 
circulars printed and broadcast through- 
out the country. 


Turner Made Threats. 

One of the mysteries connected with the 
foul crime is the fact that Turner was in- 
fluenced to pay both the fine of Lillie 
Turner and J. E. Jones in Atlanta. It 
would seem that Jones had some sort of 
influence over Turner which caused the 
latter to pay both fines. The Atlanta Jour- 
nal of yesterday, says that at that time, 
Turner made a threat that if Lillie Turner 
did not give up Jones, he would kill her. 
The story follows: 
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Lillie Palmer, the eighteen-year-old 
girl who was Tuesday found in an 
abandoned railroad cut near Lookout 
Mountain, Chattanooga, Tenn., with 
her throat cut from ear to ear, has vis- 
ited in Atlanta on several occasions. 
She is the wife of Ed Turner, a restau- 
rant man of Cartersville, Ga. 

On last Friday, Turner and his wife 
came to Atlanta and stopped at a South 
Pryor street hotel. Later Turner re- 
turned to Cartersville, but came back 
to Atlanta Sunday afternoon when he 
caused the arrest of his wife and a rail- 
road man named J. E. Jones. The hus- 
band accused the couple with being 
too intimate. 

Some hours after the pair were locked 
up at police headquarters, Turner re- 
lented and put up collateral for his 
wife’s appearance at police court on 
Monday morning. A stormy scene re- 
sulted when Mrs. Turner informed her 
husband that she would not go back to 
Cartersville with him unless he also 
secured the release of Jones. 

After a heated conversation, the irate 
husband agreed to contribute ten dol- 
lars toward Jones’ collateral, friends of 
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Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 1 


RAISE MONEY 
TO BURY GIRL 
PROPER WAY 


May Save Lillie Turner 
from Paupers’ Field 


NO LIGHT YET THROWN 
ON MURDER MYSTERY 


Ed Turner Remains at Liberty 
and Harris, the Countryman, 

Has Not Been Arrested — Case 
Seems Too Deep for Officers 


Much of the pathetic is mingled in the 
latest developments that have arisen 
from the murder of Lillie Turner, the 
nineteen-year-old Kentucky girl, whose 
body was found in the “broad-gauge” 
cut on Lookout Mountain Tuesday. The 
woman’s husband, Ed Turner, is still at 
large. Poverty from the first wrapped its 
rags about the unfortunate girl and to 
escape from these, it appears now more 
evident than ever, she submitted with a 
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better grace than might otherwise have 
been, to her brutal husband selling her 
into slavery. Now that the artificiality of 
the life she led has fled, she has again 
been left in the rags of poverty. A pau- 
per’s grave is gaping wide to receive 
her mutilated form. 

Lillie Turner’s people are poor. Her 
mother, Mrs. Sue Burcham, is in the 
dregs of poverty, living off the kindness 
of her neighbors at Frozen Creek, 
Breathitt county, Ky. So poor is she, that 
she could not afford to pay for a small 
telegram which she sent to L. J. Sharp 
& Co. relative to the disposition of the 
body. Such was the context of a mes- 
sage received by this firm from the 
nearest telegraph station to Frozen 
Creek. 


Citizen Raising Money. 
Sharp & Co. are still holding the body, 
and it is yet possible that it will be 
saved from the pauper’s grave. Chat- 
tanooga does not lack for generous- 
hearted citizens, and public interest has 
been so aroused in the case of the unfor- 
tunate girl and public sympathy so 
stirred up, that yesterday, various per- 
sons started collections to pay the fu- 
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neral expenses. Among these are J. W. 
Stonecipher and Tax Assessor Emil 
Wassman. The former, previous to his 
leaving the city this morning tured 
over his first effort to Sharp & Co. It 
consisted of the following contribu- 
tions: 


Js W. Gentry... hes aes $1.00 
J. W. Stonecipher...... 1.00 
R. L. Stevenson....... 1.00 
Hee laikendelliereceer 50 
AS ES DeRatt eseaece 50 
CSE 7 Ouintell yea ae 50 
(CSEBTOWlt.waae canes 50 


This is but the first list of returns. There 
are several other men at work making 
collections, and the needed sum, it is 
believed, will soon be raised. 

It will cost a little over $30 to bury Lil- 
lie Turner in Forest Hills Cemetery. It 
will cost about twice that much about 
$60—to ship her body to her mother for 
interment. What disposition will be 
made cannot as yet be stated until full 
returns are made from the collections. 
The undertaking firm is doing its share. 
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The Star will be pleased to turn over 
any donations that may be made for this 
purpose to the proper authorities. 


No Light on Mystery. 

As yet, there is no clue as to the where- 
abouts of Ed Turner or Dock Harris, the 
"mysterious countryman," who is wan- 
ted as a witness. Suspects have been 
seen and arrested in various parts of the 
country who answer to the descriptions 
of both, but most of these have been 
turned loose upon identification. 

The latest report came last night in a 
telegram to the county authorities from 
Charleston, S.C. A stranger fully an- 
swering Turner’s description was seen 
there, it was stated, but the authorities 
failed to place him under arrest. He en- 
deavored to pass himself off as a Ger- 
man, and purchased a ticket for Balti- 
more. The Baltimore authorities have 
been communicated with and requested 
to watch for the man. 

The latest phase of the mysterious mur- 
der is leading the authorities to seri- 
ously puzzle over the query: Did Turner, 
on leaving the scene of the crime, return 
to the city on a street car, or did he loiter 
about the mountain, trying to hide from 
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the public gaze? Or did he go to the city, 
and then return to the mountain. 


Story Told By Mrs. Gentry. 

Mrs. J. W. Gentry is responsible for all 
the theories advanced along this line. 
Last night, for the first time since the 
crime, she related to the county authori- 
ties an experience she met with on the 
day of the murder. 

Mrs. Gentry lives at St. Elmo, but has a 
farm at Gowen Springs. Tuesday she 
and a lady friend walked to the farm to 
look after some cattle. They returned in 
the afternoon at about 4:30 o'clock, 
walking back to St. Elmo along the 
county pike. They had not walked more 
than about fifty yards from the intersec- 
tion of the pike with the railroad track, 
when they passed a man walking south. 

This man fully filled the description of 
Turner. The two ladies had not yet heard 
of the atrocious crime on the mountain, 
but nevertheless the man’s actions at- 
tracted their attention. As he passed 
them he turned his head away, but after- 
wards they saw him looking back. He 
wore a light suit of clothes, and his 
hands and the sleeves of his coat were 
bloody. 
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Changed: “when Mr. Gentry” to "when 
Mrs. Gentry" 
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Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 2 





Newspaper Articles 


Tennessean, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 9 


GIN AND JEALOUSY 
CAUSED MURDER 


Killing Of Lillie Turner By Al- 
leged Husband. 


SHE INTENDED TO 
LEAVE HIM 


Failing In His Efforts To Induce 
Her To Return With Him To Kentucky, 
It Is Believed He Cut 
Her Throat To Prevent Her Going 
Back To Atlanta. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., April 4. ——— 

(Special.) The broken fragments of a bot- 
tle which contained “mobile gin” found on 
the scene of the murder of Lillie Turner, 
alias Palmer, who was discovered with her 
throat cut, 150 yards south of the incline 
on the side of Lookout Mountain Tuesday 
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afternoon, convey in unmistakable terms 
one of the causes at least of the awful 
crime. 

Fired with jealousy and the contents of 
these bottles, it is now a foregone conclu- 
sion on the part of the Sheriff’s force and 
all who know anything of the details of the 
affair that, failing in his purpose to per- 
suade Lillie Turner to return to Breathitt 
County, Ky., and thus get her away from 
her other Atlanta friends, Ed Turner, the 
much wanted man, decided in a moment 
of anger and insane jealousy to take the 
life of his alleged wife and send her to her 
home, not alive, but cold in death. 

This theory is borne out by the facts as 
they have come from the lips of J. E. Jones 
and F. F. Reeves, the two Atlanta friends of 
the woman, who declare that they had 
nothing in the world to do with the murder, 
and that they were doing their utmost to 
protect the girl and assist her in getting 
away from Ed Turner and to return to her 
home in Atlanta. 

The theory that the woman did not want 
to return to Breathitt County, Ky, with her 
alleged husband is borne out by the fact 
that she said so in the last letter she ever 
wrote. This letter is addressed to Mrs. Fan- 
nie Warren of Atlanta, her boarding house 
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mistress, telling her that she was going to 
leave Ed Turner and come back home. The 
letter is written on regular letter paper with 
a lead pencil and in a plain hand, but is full 
of errors and in bad spelling. The letter 
follows: 


Chattanooga, Tenn., April 2, '07 

“Mrs. Fannie Warren: Dearest Friend 
I will write you to let you know where 
Tam. Well, Mrs. Warren, I am coming 
back this afternoon. My little friend 
come on here. He come on the next 
train after I got here. I am going to 
leave Ed this evening and come back 
down there until all this talk all gets 
out, I don’t now what anyone wanted 
to do that way for.” 

“Well, Miss Warren, when Mamie 
brings my washing, you take it for me, 
and I will pay you twice as much as 
you to give for it. Well, Mrs. Warren, 

I will close by saying I will let you know 
where I stop in town. I will call you up 
and let you know. Good bye,” 

LIZZIE PALMER. 


This letter was handed to Jones to be 
mailed on the morning of the fatal day, but 
it was never mailed, and was given to the 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Apr 6, 1907, Page 16 


MYSTERY 


Are Whereabouts of Much- 
Wanted Ed Turner 


THE WIFE’S REMAINS 
SHIPPED BACK TO 
MOUNTAIN HOME 


WEAPON WITH WHICH 
BLOODY DEED WAS 
COMMITTED MISSING 


Houston Poe, Geo. Gault and Andy 
Ware Tell of Blood Curdling Ex- 
periences in the Kentucky Moun- 

tains—Lillie Turner Evidently 
Preparing to Elope with Jones. 


Sheriff Shipp and his force are exert- 
ing every effort to apprehend Ed Tur- 
ner, the alleged murderer of his wife, 
Lillie Turner, and to secure any infor- 
mation that would lead to his appre- 
hension and arrest. 

Officers are also making a diligent 
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search for “Doc” Harris, the "mysteri- 
ous countryman," who, it is believed, 
knows a great deal about the crime. It 
was stated this morning that Harris 
will be arrested before night. 

The sheriff secured all the funds nec- 
essary to ship the remains of Lillie 
Turner to her former home in Breath- 
itt county, Kentucky, and the remains 
of the unfortunate girl were shipped 
last night to Van Cleve, Ky., the sta- 
tion nearest Frozen Creek, Ky., the 
hamlet where Mrs. Lue Burcham, the 
mother of the girl, resides. The re- 
mains are due to arrive at Van Cleve, 
going by way of Lexington and Jack- 
son, by noon today, and it is expected 
that the funeral will take place this af- 
ternoon. 


Many Rumors. 
Since the awful crime, many rumors 
have been afloat in which many per- 
sons report that they have seen men 
resembling Turner. A Mr. Adams, a 
merchant near Mountain Junction, 
tells the officers that on Wednesday 
morning, a suspicious looking man 
came into the store and bought a 
lunch. He said to Mr. Adams, that he 
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had walked all the way from New Or- 
leans and that he had come across 
Lookout mountain. He said the stran- 
ger asked the way to Chattanooga, and 
when he left the store, started in the 
direction of Georgia. When he was re- 
minded that he was going in the oppo- 
site direction from Chattanooga, the 
stranger replied, "Oh yes," and wheel- 
ed about, going in the direction of the 
city. Mr. Adams thought nothing of the 
matter until he read the description of 
Turner in the papers, and then he as- 
serted that the stranger tallied exactly 
with the description. 

The wife of J. W. Gentry, who was 
walking along the Chattanooga South- 
ern railroad Tuesday evening toward 
her farm at Blowing Springs, saw a 
man wearing a light suit of clothes, 
and one sleeve was bespattered with 
blood. The man passed the woman, 
and after he had gone a short distance, 
looked back in a suspicious manner. 


Still a Mystery. 
The crime, in many respects, at least, 
remains shrouded in mystery. The 
sheriff’s forces believe that Turner is 
the guilty party, but they are also con- 
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fident that Harris knows something of 
the crime. 

It is asserted that Turner did not slay 
his victim through jealousy, since he 
had paid the fine of his wife and that 
of J. E. Jones in Atlanta and was cog- 
nizant of the fact that his wife was in- 
timate with Jones and another man 
who was with the couple at a hotel in 
this city, remaining over night with 
them on Monday night, when Turner 
and his wife arrived in the city. 

The opinion of those who have stud- 
ied the situation most carefully is that 
Lillie Turner was in love with Jones 
and was attempting to elope with him 
and leave Turner, and the girl stated in 
her last letter that she was going to 
leave Ed. It is believed, furthermore, 
that the girl wife knew something of 
some depredation in which Turner had 
been engaged, and since she had made 
up her mind to leave him and go with 
Jones, Turner was afraid that she 
would give him away and thus involve 
him in the deepest trouble. 

It is almost certain that the couple had 
not remained long on the spot before 
the crime was committed, and it is be- 
lieved that they never even sat down, 
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for the spot where the body was found 
is surrounded by a group of small 
boulders. The officers believe that 
Turner either choked or “doped” his 
victim first, and then cut her throat to 
make sure of driving the last fleeting 
breath from her body. 


Wanted to Steal Her. 

J. E. Jones told one of the county offi- 
cers with reluctance that he really 
came to Chattanooga to “steal” the girl 
away from her husband, and this state- 
ment indicates that there was a con- 
spiracy on the part of Jones and the 
girl wife to elope and give Turner the 
"slip." 

It was stated today that Harris knew 
the girl in Atlanta, and this fact might 
tend to show something of his connec- 
tion with the case. 

Deputy Sheriffs Baker and Perkins 
made a thorough search for the wea- 
pon that was used in cutting the throat 
of the girl wife yesterday afternoon, 
but no trace of it was found. The offi- 
cers believe that Turner disposed of 
the knife or razor immediately after 
the crime, but although the officers in- 
terviewed Hosea Younger, one of the 
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youths who first discovered the body 
soon after the crime, the weapon was 
not found. 

Since it is believed by many that Ed 
Turner has fled to the mountains of his 
nativity, many stories of experiences 
by Chattanoogans in those mountains 
have been told again. 

Although they do not love to relate 
their experiences in the mountains of 
Breathitt county, it is known that de- 
tectives George Gault and Houston 
Poe disguised themselves and oper- 
ated as sleuths for a time in working 
up evidence in the famous Goebel 
feud. Mr. Gault taught music on the 
side to the sturdy mountaineers of 
Breathitt county and Mr. Poe bought 
railroad ties. They operated success- 
fully for some time, it is said, until one 
of their number was assassinated by a 
sharp-shooter one day. It is related by 
friends of these lynx-eyed detectives 
that the latter needed no further warn- 
ing to "skidoo" from the wilds of the 
mountains. They came home as fast as 
the train would carry them. 
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‘Squire Ware’s Experiences. 

Esquire Andy J. Ware, formerly a 
lumber inspector for the Loomis & 
Hart Manufacturing company, used to 
wander over those mountains in quest 
of timber for his company. He has 
been over much of the territory in the 
Breathitt county mountains. But, it 
was in the mountains of Hancock 
county, Tennessee, that the former 
‘squire met his Waterloo. His company 
had received a letter from a Mr. Fan- 
nin of Hancock county, requesting that 
a representative be sent to that county 
to examine some timber land and 
make a bid for the timber. Esquire 
Ware was sent. Riding along a moun- 
tain path one day with Mr. Fannin, the 
‘squire got down to drink from a 
mountain spring. After he had quench- 
ed his thirst, Mr. Fannin leaned over to 
get a drink, and as he did so, the crack 
from what the 'squire believes to have 
been a Winchester rifle rang out on the 
air and Mr. Fannin fell over, fatally 
shot in the head, and through the body. 
Investigation showed that the Fannins 
and a family of Turners had been en- 
gaged in a feud over the very lands 
upon which they were riding and the 
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Chattanooga Star, Sat, Apr 6, 1907, Page 2 


Murdered Girl’s Body 
Shipped To Kentucky 


The body of Mrs. Lillie Turner was 
shipped last night by L. J. Sharp & Co. 
to the girl's mother, Mrs. Sue Burcham, 
at Frozen Creek, Ky., via Vancleve, Ky. 
People responded generously to the ap- 
peal given publicity in yesterday's Star 
for funds with which to bury the girl, ei- 
ther here, or ship her remains to her 
mother: so generously, indeed, that it 
was made possible last night to place 
her in a pretty casket and send her to her 
last resting place among the wild moun- 
tains of Breathitt county. C. L. Loop of 
the Southern Express Company was one 
of the generous donors, contributing 
one-half the express charges. 

There, for the present, the story of one 
of the bloodiest crimes that ever sullied 
the annals of the city rests. 

The degenerate to whom the crime is 
attributed is at large. The only witness 
who saw the crime committed is at 
large. There is no clue as to the where- 
abouts of either Ed Turner, the mur- 
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Changed: “Van Cleves” to “Vancleve’” 
(Vancleve is in Breathitt Co, KY @ 37.62724, -83.41417) 
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Chattanooga Star, Mon, Apr 8, 1907, Page 2 


NO LIGHT YET 
ON MYSTERY 
ABOUT MURDER 


What Has Become of That 
Unknown Countryman? 


BLOODY BREATHITT MAY 
HAVE PART IN TRAGEDY 


Suggested That Victim May Have 
Had Lover Who Sought Re- 
venge—Interesting Story Comes 
from Mines at Whiteside. 


The mountainside mystery is no nearer 
solution now than it was the day that the 
body of Lillie Turner was found on the 
old Broadgauge right of way with her 
throat cut. No systematic search has yet 
been made of the gorges and recesses of 
the mountainside to ascertain whether 
or not the finding of another body 
would discover that it was a double 
tragedy. 

Lillie Turner was a beautiful girl and 
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came from a county where there is more 
disturbance than in any other part of the 
United States. That she may have had a 
lover prior to her marriage with Turner 
who was sufficiently interested and in- 
volved with her to make him seek a 
ghastly revenge is one of the possibili- 
ties. 


As to That Countryman. 

The fact that Harris, the alleged coun- 
tryman, has so completely disappeared 
indicates that he is not the novice which 
he has been painted. If he was a green 
countryman with an ambition to become 
a detective he would doubtless have 
fallen into the hands of the authorities 
before this time. If, on the other hand, 
he is a denizen of Bloody Breathitt, with 
a grudge against one or both of the 
Turners, he is at home in the mountains 
and will probably never be appre- 
hended. A great many people believe 
that this man not only murdered Lillie 
Turner, but also murdered Ed Turner 
and concealed the body, and that he was 
probably frightened away before he had 
an opportunity to dispose of the body of 
the girl. 

Another theory which has a few believ- 








Newspaper Articles 103 


ers is that the entire party constitute the 
gang of safe-blowers that have been op- 
erating in this vicinity for some time 
past, and that a quarrel between Turner 
and his wife and a threat on her part to 
betray them into the hands of the au- 
thorities resulted in her murder and 
Turner’s escape. 

A story comes from Whiteside to the 
effect that until a few months ago Tur- 
ner was employed at the Etna mines: 
that a man exactly answering his de- 
scription worked there for some time; 
that it became known that he was an ex- 
convict from Kentucky and it was fi- 
nally made so unpleasant for him that 
he left. The man in question, who is 
thought to have been Turner, left the 
Etna mines about two months ago. 

The $250 reward offered for the appre- 
hension of the alleged murderer has set 
the officers of the law throughout this 
section on the trail, but up to the present 
time no developments have been un- 
earthed that look in the least promising. 
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Chattanooga News, Tue, Apr 9, 1907, Page 12 
“DOC” HARRIS 


"Mysterious Country- 
man" Confined in 
County Jail 


VOLUNTARILY GAVE HIMSELF 
UP TO OFFICERS 


Excellent Picture of Ed 
Turner, Wanted for Wife 
Murder 


Secured from his Baggage Left at 
the Union Depot—a Good Sized 
Reward is Offered for the Appre- 
hension of Turner. 


“Doc” Harris, the much-wanted man in 
connection with the Ed Turner murder 
mystery, gave himself up to the sheriff 
yesterday afternoon at 4 o'clock. He is 
now confined in the county jail and will 
probably tell all he knows of the murder 
mystery before the coroner's jury tonight, 
in the event Coroner Gillespie can get 
connection with the members of the jury 
and summon them to the hearing. 
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Harris is the man who, it is alleged, fol- 
lowed Turner and his wife to within a few 
yards of the fatal spot on the side of 
Lookout mountain on the afternoon of the 
murder. According to statements he has 
already made he was acting as a detective 
and was shadowing the couple from Geor- 
gia to Tennessee. Whether this is true or 
not remains to be seen. Sheriff Shipp be- 
lieves that Harris knows something which 
may throw a great deal of light on the 
murder mystery. 

Harris disappeared the afternoon of the 
murder and has not been seen by officers 
since that time, although a persistent 
search has been made for him from that 
day, until he gave himself up at the county 
jail yesterday. The sheriff of Whitfield 
county, Georgia, had been notified, and in 
fact, all officers about Blue Springs, Ga., 
the home of Harris, had been notified to 
be on the lookout for Harris. 

The fact that Harris gave himself up indi- 
cates that he is willing to tell all he knows 
about the crime at the proper time. Harris 
will not be interviewed. At least the offi- 
cers in charge have instructed him to give 
out no statements to the newspapers. 

Harris is reasonably well dressed and is 
about 25 years of age. It has been stated 
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that Harris was at work about the tunnel a 
day or so before the murder, and it has 
also been stated that he followed the 
Tumers, J. E. Jones and F. F. Reeves, the 
Atlanta youths, to this city and that he had 
been acquainted with the Turners for 
some time. Which one of these statements 
is true will be developed probably at the 
conclusion of the coroner’s inquest. 

It was stated today, that Lillie Turner had 
such a hold on Ed Turner that it had been 
arranged between Turner and his girl wife 
to have J. E. Jones go along with the 
Tumers back to Breathitt county, Ken- 
tucky. It is known that she had sufficient 
influence over Turner to have him pay 
over $50 [in] fines for both the wife and 
Jones. 

Did the girl wife know of some depreda- 
tions that had been committed by Turner 
and was she ready to give him away to the 
authorities? 

That is the logical question which fol- 
lows, and which the officers are asking. 
The reward of $150 offered by the gover- 
nor and the reward of $50 offered by 
Sheriff Shipp, has been increased to $250, 
the chief of police having offered $50 for 
the arrest of Turner. 
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Chattanooga Star, Tue, Apr 9, 1907, Page 2 


DOCK HARRIS 
SECLUDED AT 
COUNTY JAIL 


Sheriff Handles Prisoner 
With Unusual Care 


“Mysterious Countryman” 
May Solve Mystery 


Dock Harris is confined in the county 
jail awaiting a thorough investigation as 
to his connection with the atrocious 
murder of Mrs. Lillie Turner on the side 
of Lookout Mountain in the early part 
of last week. 

Harris, it will be remembered, is the 
mysterious countryman who was seen 
to follow Ed Turner and his wife along 
the mountain road that led to the scene 
of the crime. He suddenly disappeared, 
however, and until he was found in the 
city yesterday afternoon and arrested, 
his whereabouts were unknown. It is be- 
lieved that he must have been hiding in 
the city the entire time during which the 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 3 


THE STORY 


As Told of Turner Mur- 
der by “Doc” Harris 


Coroner’s Jury Places the 
Guilt upon Ed Turner 


Harris Tells a Straight 
Forward Tale Sounding 
Like Truth 


Saw Turner after the Murder and 
Saw the Dead Wagon Drive up 
for the Body—Appears That Har- 
ris had Nothing to do with the 
Murder 


“We, the coroner's jury, find that Lillie 
Turner came to her death on the side of 
Lookout mountain on Tuesday after- 
noon, April 2, from wounds inflicted in 
the neck by means of a knife or keen- 
edged instrument in the hands of Ed 
Turner.” 
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This is the verdict rendered by the coro- 
ner’s jury in the Ed Turner murder mys- 
tery after completing the inquest last 
night. 

The hearing of the evidence offered by 
“Doc” F. Harris, the man referred to as 
the "mysterious countryman", who gave 
himself up to Sheriff Shipp Monday af- 
ternoon, completed the coroner's pro- 
ceedings. 

The evidence given by Harris fails to 
show that he is connected in any manner 
with the murder mystery, but if it sheds 
any light on the mystery it tends to 
tighten the coils of guilt around Ed Tur- 
ner, the alleged wife murderer and feud- 
ist of Breathitt county, Ky., who it is be- 
lieved, is now hiding in the wilds of his 
nativity. 

Harris did not know that he was wanted 
in the case until he saw it in the news- 
papers on the train after he had left the 
city the day following the murder. He 
had come to the city on the same train 
with the Turners in search of work, he 
said to a reporter for The Chattanooga 
News this morning, and failing to find 
what he desired here, he returned to Es- 
telle, Ga., via Gadsden, Ala., and then 
returned to Gadsden, where he fully 
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made up his mind to return to this city 
and tell all he knows of the murder mys- 


tery. 


Saw Turner after Murder. 

In the interview given The Chattanooga 
News this morning, Harris, who is an 
unassuming countryman, said that after 
coming to the city with the Turners, and 
after walking about over town with them 
and Jones and Reeves, Atlanta boys who 
followed the Turners to this city, he was 
walking through St. Elmo from Alton 
Park about 4 o’clock the afternoon of the 
murder, when Turner, who seemed to be 
very much excited, came up behind him 
and followed him as far as the plant of 
the Chattanooga Medicine company and 
then disappeared. 

Harris says he got acquainted with the 
Tumers, and slightly with Jones and 
Reeves at the depot in Marietta, Ga. 
They were then talking about coming to 
Chattanooga, and Turner said he was go- 
ing back to his home in Kentucky. As he 
had become acquainted with the four 
persons and was coming to this city on 
the same train, Harris said he sat down 
in a seat near that occupied by Turner 
and his wife. On the way, he had various 
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conversations with Lillie Turner, who 
seemed to be at “outs” with her husband, 
who was drinking heavily. She first told 
Harris that Turner was her brother, but 
later told him that Turner was her hus- 
band. He said Turner, whose name he 
did not know at first, kept insisting that 
he and his wife were going to return to 
Kentucky, but the wife insisted that she 
was going back to Atlanta. 


Followed to St. Elmo. 

The next day, Harris said he met the 
couple at the Union depot and saw there 
with them, Jones and Reeves also, 
whose names he did not know at that 
time. After walking about over town, 
sometimes with one and another, Harris 
said he caught the same car on which 
Turner and his wife and Jones and 
Reeves were riding, and they all got off 
at incline station No. 2. He said Turner 
and his wife walked out to the marble 
yard near the incline, and then turned up 
a road toward the side of the mountain. 
He says he suggested to a youth, whom 
he called a “kid,” to follow, but the "kid" 
did not go along, and Harris said he went 
a short distance, but never saw Turner 
and his wife any more until he saw 
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Turner late in the afternoon. Harris said 
this was somewhere about noon on that 
day. He said he left St. Elmo for a few 
hours, going to Alton Park, where he in- 
quired for work. He was promised a job, 
but concluded to return to St. Elmo and 
from there to Lookout tunnel camp, 
where he had been employed, and get 
some money that was coming to him. 

It was while going to the camp that he 
saw Turner walking hastily in the direc- 
tion of the tunnel camp also, and it was 
at that time that he heard of the murder 
of a girl on the side of the mountain. 
While in St. Elmo at this time, he heard 
the talk about the murder and saw the 
dead wagon, which the people told him 
contained the body of the girl. He also 
heard the girl’s description given and felt 
satisfied that it was the wife, or rather 
the woman who was with Turner. 

The reason Harris gives for leaving the 
city the next morning is that he had been 
offered a job at Estelle, Ga., and he con- 
cluded that he would go back and accept 
it. After finding that he was wanted here, 
he concluded that he would return and 
tell all he knew. 

It is probable that Harris will be releas- 
ed from the county jail in a few days. 
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Chattanooga Star, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 2 


DOCK HARRIS 
IS QUEER BOY 


Tells Strange Story About 
Turner Murder Case 


INSISTS HE WAS JUST 
ACTING AS DETECTIVE 


Coroners Jury Holds That Wo- 
man was Killed By Her Husband, 
Ed Turner, for Whom Officers 
Have Searched in Vain. 


The coroner's jury in the case of [the] 
Lillie Turner murder last night heard the 
last and what was considered most im- 
portant witness—Dock Harris, “the 
mysterious countryman.” The report of 
the jury was that Lillie Turner had come 
to her death at the hands of Ed Turner. It 
was he who wielded the knife that al- 
most severed her beautiful head from 
her body, according to the gentlemen 
who made the investigation. 

Harris’ testimony was very interesting 
and corroborated the story published in 
The Star the day following the murder. 
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He claims to have been a detective, and, 
after following the Turners here from 
Atlanta, continued following them to 
Lookout Mountain, and up the mountain 
road that led to the broad gauge cut, 
where the girl was murdered. 

Turner, however, noticed him following 
and drove him back. Here, he claims, 
his connection with the Turners ended. 
He remained in the city for a day fol- 
lowing the tragedy, and then, taking 
alarm at reports printed of him in the 
newspapers, he fled, going to Gadsden, 
Ala., from there to Estelle, Ga., then to 
Rome, then back and forth through vari- 
ous towns, returning at last to Gads- 
den, from whence he came back to 
Chattanooga. During all the while he 
was keeping “under cover,” fearing that 
he would be arrested. 


Coroner’s Opinion of Story. 

Coroner James Gillespie has but little 
confidence in the stability of Harris’ 
mind. He believes that Harris is consid- 
erably weak-minded on the subject of 
being a detective, and it was this that 
led him to follow the Turner couple for 
nearly two weeks. 

The county authorities, however, are 








116 Newspaper Articles 


not so thoroughly convinced that this is 
the extent of Harris’ connection with the 
case, and are still keeping him confined 
at the jail. It is believed by them that he 
knew much more about the murder than 
he has already [told] — indeed, that he 
was a witness to it. 

From the testimony of J. E. Jones and 
Frank F. Reeves, the two Atlanta boys 
who followed the Turners here, at the 
first hearing before the coroner's jury, 
Harris did not return over the same road 
which he had started. If he did, they did 
not see him, nor did the three Crowe 
bros., who were with Jones and Reeves. 
Yet Harris claimed that he had returned 
over the same road, and gone further to 
Alton Park. Turner was seen by these 
men on his return. He got on a car going 
towards the city at about 1:30 o'clock in 
the afternoon. At 4:30 the same after- 
noon Mrs. J. W. Gentry. of St. Elmo, 
met a man on the county road who 
would answer a general description of 
either Harris or Turner, his hands were 
blood-stained and blood covered his 
coat sleeves. He was walking south to- 
wards the railroad intersection. 

Was this man Harris or Turner? 
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Plenty of Inconsistencies. 

There were a number of inconsistencies 
in Harris’ testimonies before the coro- 
ner's jury that seem suspicious to the 
county authorities. One is in the matter 
of the sum of money he had. Witnesses 
vow that he showed a large roll of bills 
on the day of the murder. 

He claims he had but a small amount, 
derived from the sale of some cotton. 
Another inconsistency is his statement 
that he never claimed to be a deputy 
sheriff. Witnesses insist that he did — 
indeed, that he had offered to arrest Ed 
and Lillie Turner if he had but the aid of 
another man. 

The sheriff’s office is still working hard 
on the case. 








Changed: “done’ to “told” in “than he has already done’ 
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Chattanooga Star, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 2 


"MYSTERIOUS 
COUNTRYMAN" OF 
TURNER CASE GIVES 
FIRST STATEMENT 
TO STAR 


Dock Harris, “the mysterious country- 
man.” who has figured so prominently in 
the reports of the Lookout Mountain 
tragedy, in which Ed Turner cut the 
throat of his wife, is anxious to be vindi- 
cated from all iota of suspicion as to 
complicity in the murder. He empha- 
sized his desire in an interview at the 
county jail this morning with a Star re- 
porter. "I will search the country for Ed 
Turner," he said, "if they will let me, so I 
can be freed from all suspicions." 

When approached by the newspaper- 
man, Harris was at first very reluctant to 
speak. “I might tell the story a little dif- 
ferent than I did before the coroner's 
jury,” he said, cause I can't remember 
all just exactly like what I said it, and 
might get myself into trouble." Finally, 
however, he was induced to speak, and 
in his peculiar rural accent, he narrated: 
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"I don't know anything at all about 
them people what I afterwards heerd 
was named Turner. I don't know any- 
thing about the killing. The papers has 
misrepresented me from the start. I 
haven't followed either Turner or his 
wife for two weeks, as a paper said. I 
never seed them till the day before the 
murder, when I ran acrost them in Ma- 
rietta.” 

"Two weeks ago, on a Wednesday I 
went from the tunnel here, where I was 
working to Ellijay, Georgia, to visit a 
sister. On the next Monday I got on the 
train and got off at Marietta. There's 
where [I] met the man and woman and 
the two fellows that was with them. I 
ain't no sheriff and no detective, but 
they acted suspicious like, and I fol- 
lowed them to Atlanta, and then to 
here. We came here Monday night. I 
stayed that night in a hotel near the de- 
pot. The next morning I went to the 
Union depot restaurant to get some- 
thing to eat and I met them again. 
They was still acting queer, and I kept 
following them.” 

“When we went to the mountain. I got 
off with them at the incline, But I did 
not follow them up the road. I started 
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up the road about an hour later to look 
for a man who used to live on the 
mountain named Sower. I don't know 
if he lives there now, but he used to. I 
couldn't find him, so I went back to 
Alton Park to look for a job in a spoke 
works. After that I went back to the 
tunnel.” 

“T talked too much to the tunnel boys 
and said a lot of rot I hadn't ought to 
have said about following a man and a 
woman up the mountain. I was only 
kidding them though. I didn't know a 
thing about the killing.” 

“I'm only a country boy and hadn't 
ought to have gone to the city. They're 
trying to drag me into this crime, and I 
am as innocent of it as you are. I only 
wish they would capture Turner. I 
would go myself and search the whole 
country for him if they would furnish 
me the means and a good man to go 
with me and a good disguise. I would 
need a good disguise, because Turner 
would know me—that is my face— 
and would kill me like he did his 
wife.” 

Harris was very nervous and fidgety as 
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Changed: “Ellinjay” to “Ellijay” (a town in Gilmer 
Co, GA at coords: 34.68175, -84.45132) 
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Courier-Journal Thu, Apr 11, 1907, Page 7 
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Chattanooga Star, Thu, Apr 11, 1907, Page 2 


Mysterious Countryman 
Is Given His Liberty 


Dock Harris was liberated this morning. 
Harris, it will be remembered, is “the 
mysterious countryman,” who has figured 
sO prominently in connection with the 
mountainside murder, in which Lillie 
Turner met death at the hands of her hus- 
band, Ed Turner. 

Sheriff Shipp has become as thoroughly 
convinced that Harris was not implicated 
that he released him this morning upon 
Harris’ faithful promise that he would 
keep him informed constantly as to his 
whereabouts. 

Accompanied by his father and brother he 
then went to his home at Blue Springs, 
Ga. 








Changed: “faithmul’ to “faithful” 

Note: 

There is a Blue Springs in Screven Co, GA 
(@ 32.63312, -81.42171) and in Brooks Co, GA 
(@ 30.78973, -83.45670) 
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Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 12, 1907, Page 1 


WILL OFFER 
MORE MONEY 
FOR TURNER 


Sheriff Wants to Increase 
Reward to $300 


Sheriff Shipp wired the governor at Nash- 
ville this morning for authority to raise the 
reward of $250, which is now offered for 
the arrest and conviction of Ed Turner to 
$300. 

It is thought that this authority will be 
given without hesitation, and the reward 
now outstanding will be raised at once. 

Nothing new regarding Turner’s where- 
abouts is known, but the sheriff is confident 
that his arrest will finally be made. 

The following letter from Mrs. Burcham, 
the murdered girl’s mother, was received 
this morning: 

Letter From Girl’s Mother. 
Frozen Creek, Ky., April 9, 1907. 
Mr. Joseph F. Shipp: 

Dear Sir, Your favor of the 5th was 
received today and I was so proud to hear 
from you. I haven't got the language to 
express my heart-felt thanks and obliga- 
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tions to you for the kindness you have 
showed me in the help in sending my dear 
daughter Lillie back home to me for 
burial and I will kindly ask you to thank 
all the other dear people that was so kind 
to help you. I am a poor widow woman 
almost alone in the world. Lillie was my 
baby girl and I thought so much of my 
dear daughter. Little did I think when I 
last saw her that I would ever see her 
come back to me with her throat cut. I 
thought so much of darling Lillie. I hope 
that the time will soon come in the near 
future when you dear sheriff, will get that 
scoundrel beast, Ed Turner, and give him 
a speedy trial and that you will spring the 
trap door to break his neck. 

My heart is almost broken with trouble. 
Nearly everybody said my daughter Lillie 
was so smart and pretty. I want to thank 
you again for your kindness and I hope 
you will let me hear at once when you get 
the murderer and I will do everything in 
my power to help you in every way I can 
to get him. Please write me again and 
soon, for I am anxious to hear everything 
I can in regard to the capture and convic- 
tion of Ed Turner.” 

“T beg to be your friend. Very truly 
yours. SUE BIRCHUM” 
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AN ADEPT 
AT DREAMING 


“Dock” Harris’ Story of Wan- 
derings a Myth. 


Was Working Close by 
While Officers Searched 


Sought Employment at D. M. Stew- 
ard Manufacturing Company Be- 
fore Body of Lillie Turner was 
Found—Qtueer Letter to Sheriff. 


“Dock” Harris is a peculiar fellow in 
more ways than one, if there is not some 
mistake in identity connected with a 
story that came out yesterday. 

Strange as it may seem, there is nothing 
besides a dream or a play of imagination 
in all his great story about being fright- 
ened into Alabama by a newspaper story 
concerning him. 

His trip from Huntsville to Rome was 
made while he was sleeping in a board- 
ing house near Alton Park, and his walk 
across country to his father’s house was 
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a mere nightmare. 

His fright at officers searching for him 
at Blue Springs, Ga., was apparently 
imaginary, and his decision to surrender 
to the sheriff and his drive in a wagon 
from Blue Springs happened some- 
where other than in real life. 

The fact is, that “Dock” Harris was qui- 
etly working at the plant of the D. M. 
Steward Manufacturing Company all the 
time the minions of the law were seek- 
ing him hither and yon, in Alabama and 
Georgia and other remote countries. 

True, Harris did not circulate much 
while at the well-known establishment. 
His perambulations were limited to a 
walk from a nearby boarding house to 
the plant in the morning and another 
walk from the plant back to the boarding 
house in the evening. Invitations to join 
various parties on Sundays or on other 
occasions were declined. He saw no- 
body besides his working companions. 
Neither the sheriff nor his deputies 
learned of Harris’ true whereabouts for 
over a week. 

It is learned that Harris applied to the 
D. M. Steward concern for employment 
before the murdered body of Lillie Tur- 
ner had been discovered on the moun- 
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tain side. It was scarcely 3 o'clock that 
afternoon when he appeared, asked for 
work and expressed a desire to get busy 

"right now." 

Considering it is useless to start a new 
hand at that hour, he was told to wait un- 
til morning. He inquired for a boarding 
house and found one near by. What he 
did that night was not observed. It ap- 
pears that he walked to the tunnel camp 
later in the afternoon. In the meantime, 
the murder had been discovered and a 
search begun for the “mysterious coun- 
tryman.” 

The next morning, Harris went to work 
and worked every day up to last Mon- 
day when he was discovered and the 
sheriff’s officers went to the factory and 
arrested him. 

One Sunday, he was asked to join a 
party going to Sherman Heights. He de- 
clined and remained in seclusion during 
the day. His associates wondered at his 
desire to be alone, but none of them 
knew they were daily and continually 
meeting the much wanted quasi detec- 
tive. 

Finally, he himself let it be known 
where he was. The strain was too strong 
for him. Word was telephoned to the jail 
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and he was taken in tow. The arrest took 
place at the factory, which was the first 
information to his employers of his true 
identity. 

All this was told a Times reporter yes- 
terday by a gentleman in a position to 
know. Harris is considered an adept 
dreamer and a decidedly accurate elu- 
cidator of his dreams. His story of wan- 
derings was interesting—in some re- 
spects dramatic—but it lost its force 
when published, by reason of being read 
by people who knew differently. 

Sheriff Shipp received a touching letter 
of thanks yesterday morning from the 
mother of Lillie Turner. In uncouth 
mountaineer style, she told of gratitude, 
pathetic in it's heart interest, for kind- 
ness and charity shown her when only 
givers of alms could provide for ship- 
ment of the body to Kentucky. She 
called Lillie her “baby daughter” and 
said she had little imagined the last time 
they had met, that the next would be to 
look upon her after being murdered by 
the hand of some brute. 

Capt. Shipp received another letter on 
the subject yesterday. It purported to be 
from Ed Turner, but it’s perfumed sta- 
tionery and general appearance indi- 
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cated some negro woman as its author. It 
is of the same character as dozens of 
others the sheriff has received since the 
lynching of Ed Johnson. He does not 
know whether the spirit of the practical 
joker has been behind such or whether 
there may not be a spirit of malice. 

The letter, with all its illiterate effects is 
printed below: 


"Sheriff Shipp——Ed Turner is my 
name, and I am in the city of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., and now catch me if 
you can and I killed my wife Lillie 
and you Haven't got sharp enough 
men to catch me. So good bye, hope- 
ing that you will get some sharp men 
to get me like you did Ed Johnson not 
the guilty man but I am guilty of both 
crimes. Catch me if you can. 

ED TURNER" 








Changed: “Serman Heights” to "Sherman 
Heights" 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Apr 13, 1907, Page 9 


SHOULDER BLADE 
WINCES AT REPORT 


STORY OF TURNER TRAGEDY 
REACHES BREATHITT 
COUNTY 


Brother of Ed Turner Writes from 
Town of Unique Name to Learn 
Whether it is so or Not. 


Chief of Police John T. Moseley yester- 

day, received a letter from a brother of 
Ed Tumer, who is now so urgently 
wanted in Chattanooga. The brother as- 
sumes entire ignorance of the alleged- 
murderer's whereabouts and requests 
that the chief furnish him with what- 
ever information he can. The letter is 
dated at Shoulder Blade, Breathitt 
county, Ky., and is addresses to the 
“Chief of Police, Chattanooga, Tenn.” It 
reads as follows: 
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Note: “Yours respectflly” was left as is, since it 
occurs within the original letter. 
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Chattanooga Star, Sat, Apr 13, 1907, Page 2 


TWO SLEUTHS 
ON SICK LIST 


Firm of Smith and Wells 
Out of Business 


FIRST TIME IN YEARS 
BOTH HAVE BEEN OFF DUTY 


Chief Moseley Gets Letter from 

Man Who Claims to Be Brother 

of Ed Turner — Beggars Get Or- 
ders to Leave Town. 


Detectives W. H. Smith and Frank 
Wells are both confined to their homes 
by illness. 

This simple announcement is enough to 
make old-timers, both on and off the po- 
lice force, stop and think. It is the first 
time such an announcement was ever 
made and this is the first time in a score 
of years that both of these officers have 
been off duty at the same time. 

The firm name of Smith and Wells is as 
well known in criminal circles as that of 
Miller Bros. is among the ladies. Their 








134 Newspaper Articles 


many friends hope to see the popular 
pair back on duty soon. 


Letter From Turner’s Brother. 

Chief John T. Moseley is in receipt of 
an interesting letter in connection with 
the recent murder of Mrs. Lillie Turner, 
on the side of the mountain, by her hus- 
band, Ed Turner. The letter purports to 
be from a brother of Ed Turner, one who 
has not been known to the local authori- 
ties before. 

The letter is as follows: 


Shoulderblade, Ky., April 9, 1907 
“Dear Sir—I have heard my bro- 
ther Ed Turner has killed his wife. 
Will you please write and tell me 
if you know anything about it? 
Answer the letter and tell me if 
he has ever been arrested or not, 
and if you know anything about 
him. Yours respectfully, 

GEORGE TURNER.” 


Address: Shoulderblade, Ky., Breathitt 
county. 

Postmaster W. Scott Raulston is in re- 
ceipt of a similar missive. Chief Mose- 
ley has arrived at his own conclusions. 
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Chattanooga Star, Tue, Apr 16, 1907, Page 6 


How Ed Turner Wasn’t 
Caught Sunday Night 


Ed Turner, the much wanted mountain 
murderer, has been captured at last. 


Place — Corner of Market street and 


Montgomery avenue. 
Time — Sunday night. 


Dramatic Personae: 


Police Officer ............... W. E. Wann 

Another Police Officer .... Unknown 

The Murderer ................ Revealed later 
Scene I. 

Lights off. 


Setting — Street scene. 

Storm on — imitate cold wind from north. 
Enter from R — Murderer, attired in long 
coat, collar up, and slouch hat pulled down 
over eyes as though to avoid wind or de- 
tection, scurries into alcove of Hamilton 
Savings Bank doorway. Peering out in the 
direction of the Rossville car line, crouch- 
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ing close to the shadows, the murderer 
softly whistles. "Oh, how can I leave thee 
tonight love?" 

From out of the sheltering shadows of the 
dismal gloom, with a rapid stride and 
stealthy tread, emerges a police officer. 

“Ah Ha Ha, I have you at last villain.” 
(Raps on sidewalk with night stick). 
“Don’t try to escape” — 

“Don’t draw”— 
“You are my prisoner” — 
“Up with your hands!” 

Enter another officer at a trot, holding his 
pistol pocket with one hand and his club 
with the other: 

“Hi Ho, What have we here?” 

First officer—Ed Turner, the murderer. 

Second officer—‘Well, he does have a 
suspicious look—yes, that just fits the de- 
scription, an just get an eye on that mouth. 
He's your man.” 

First officer—‘Yes, there can be no 
doubt, Say, Turner, what made you cut her 
throat?” 

“Did you use a razor or just a butcher 
knife?” 

“Was you afraid she’d give you away, or 
was it just plain jealousy?” 

“Have you seen Harris?” 
Murderer—Stammers. Teeth chatters. 
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Second officer—‘Say, cough up, sport, 
and tell us all about it while we are wait- 
ing for the wagon.” 

Murderer—‘S — s — say, I ain’t no m — 
murderer. I just been to see a g — girl.” 
First officer—‘Oh, come on off! So?” 
“Chattanooga girls don’t let ‘em stay till 
midnight—come, give us the story.” 

Clang — clang — clang! 
Galloping horses! 

“Well, here’s the wagon. Better see if he's 
armed.” (Searches prisoner). 

“Tn with you!” 

Murderer—‘H — Hold 0 — on — say, I can 
prove an alibi. I didn't murder anything 
‘cept what Banquo murdered, and that ain't 
no offense nowadays.” 

First officer—“Into the wagon and dry 
your gab. Talkin’ to us won't do you any 
good, and I warn you that whatever you 
say may be used against you in court.” 
Clang — clang! 


Scene II. 
Interior setting. 
Dish at R — Iron bars at rear of stage. 
Enter Officer and Prisoner. 
Night Sergeant Jim Hackett. 
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“Hello, Mr. Officer, where did you get 
Tom Thumb?” 

Mr. Officer—“Tom nothing: it’s Turner, 
the murderer: and say sergeant, do you 
know where I can buy a good house and a 
lot for $300? Here, Turner, hold up your 
head and take off that hat, so the sergeant 
can identify you by the official descrip- 
tion.” 

Sergeant Hackett: 

“Murderer Turner!” (Laughs loud and 
long). “Well, I may never. Say, Jimmy, 
what you been doing out so late?” 

To Officer—“Say, don't you know who 
that is? That's not Turner, and you won't 
buy any sugartree molasses with the 
Turner reward tonight.” 

“That's Jimmy Landis, of The Star office, 
and next to John Temple Graves, one of 
the littlest journalists in the south. Say, of- 
ficers, you ought not to run Jimmy in: he's 
known all over the Ninth ward, Orchard 
Knob and Bushtown.” 

(Curtain). 








Changed: “Part I.” to “Scene I.” 
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SHERIFF IN NASHVILLE 


Capt. Shipp Keeping Up Search 
for Ed Turner. 


Sheriff Frank Shipp of Chattanooga, 
Hamilton county, is in the city and was, a 
visitor at the office of Sheriff Johns this 
morning, says the Nashville Banner. 
Sheriff Shipp brought with him circulars 
offering a reward of $200 for the arrest of 
Ed Turner, delivered in any jail in the 
United States. The fugitive is wanted at 
Chattanooga for wife murder, he being 
charged with having cut his wife’s throat 
on Lookout Mountain on Tuesday, April 
2, 1907. Turner is described as being 
about 27 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall 
and weighing about 150 pounds. The cir- 
cular gives a minute description of the 
man. The state offers $150 of the amount, 
and Sheriff Shipp puts up the other $50, 
making the $200. 
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ONLY READ HEADLINES 


And Failure to Read Them Right 
Causes Baseless Rumor 


That many newspaper readers merely 

glance at headlines and pass on was 
amply demonstrated yesterday. The 
Star printed what was intended for a 
humorous story with a headline telling 
how murderer Ed Turner wasn't cap- 
tured. The article created a sensation. 
Not because of its high character as a 
humorous production but because a lot 
of readers saw the article, took in all 
of the headline except the “n't” and 
concluded that the real capture had oc- 
curred. 

From such a beginning the story soon 
spread that Turner had been taken and 
police headquarters and the county jail 
were required to respond to numerous 
queries as to how the murderer was 
captured. 
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ANOTHER TURNER RUMOR 


County Jail Besieged With In- 
quiries About Reported Capture 


A report was in circulation yesterday af- 
ternoon that Ed Turner had been cap- 
tured and lodged in the county jail. 

The telephone in the Sheriff's office was 
kept busy all during the afternoon by 
anxious inquirers who asked: “Is it true 
that you have captured Ed Turner?” 

When informed that his capture had not 
as yet been effected, the inquirer dis- 
played much disappointment. 

How the report got started is not known, 
as no arrests of any kind were made by 
the sheriff’s men yesterday. 
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Chattanooga Star, Thu, Apr 25, 1907, Page 1 
ONE ED TURNER IN JAIL 


Officers Refused, However, to Pay 
Any Reward for Him. 

Many people will be surprised to learn that 
Ed Turner is at the present time working out 
a fine which was assessed against him in one 
of the local justices' courts, after his plea of 
“guilty” to the charge of vagrancy proffered 
against him. 

Turner has never committed murder and 
there is no reward out for his arrest, for Ed 
Turner is a black man and no crime more se- 
rious than that of robbing hen roosts or pur- 
loining watermelons has ever been proffered 
against him. 

A visitor in the county jail yesterday noted 
the name of Turner on the register and in- 
quired if Ed Turner was arrested “why don't 
they take in those bills offering a reward for 
his capture?” 

The visitor who was evidently “green,” was 
told that the bills were for the purpose of 
having the public be on the lookout for 
Turner who, as soon as his sentence is 
worked out, will be at liberty, and that the 
first one who catches him after his liberation 
will receive the reward offered. 








Changed: “preferred” to “proffered” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Aug 1, 1907, Page 1 


ED TURNER 
IS BEHIND 
THE BARS 


Much Wanted Murderer 
will Soon be Here 


Sheriff of Lee County, Ky., 
Asks for Instructions 


Probable that Requisition Papers 
will be Required—Sheriff’s Of- 
fice have had Scout in Breathitt 
County for some Time—A Long 

and Hard Hunt Finally Rewarded 


The old adage that "murder will out" 
has been verified in the case of Ed Tur- 
ner, the notorious Breathitt county, Ken- 
tucky, feudist, who was captured yester- 
day evening near Fillmore, Lee county, 
Kentucky. 

Turner is the man who is charged with 
the murder of his girl wife, Mrs. Lillian 
Turner, nee Burcham, on the side of 
Lookout mountain on April 2. He is be- 
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ing held at Beattyville, the county seat 
of Lee county, Kentucky, pending the 
preliminary arrangements concerning 
the reward of $250 reward [sic] which 
has been offered by Sheriff J. F. Shipp, 
citizens of this county and the governor 
of Tennessee. 

The wires have been kept hot since yes- 
terday when the alleged wife-murderer 
was captured in which Sheriff Jas. P. 
Sizemore of Lee county, Kentucky, has 
been quizzing Chief Deputy Fred Fraw- 
ley of the sheriff's office concerning the 
reward offered for the arrest of Turner. 
As Sheriff Shipp is absent, at the home 
of his father at Aonia, Ga., Deputy Fred 
Frawley is acting in the matter. He 
wired Sheriff Sizemore this morning 
concerning the bona fide reward of 
$250, of which Sheriff Shipp offered 
$50 only for the capture of Turner, dead 
or alive, and he is expecting to get a re- 
ply at any minute. 

It is understood from the Associated 
Press dispatch sent out last night that 
Turer will not come to this county 
without requisition papers and these 
will be forthcoming right away in the 
event that he will not come to this 
county without extradition papers. 
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Turer is charged with a most dastardly 
crime. He came to this city with his girl 
wife who was only about 17 years of 
age. He and the girl wife were followed 
by two young men from Atlanta where 
Turner and his wife lived some months. 
All four went to Lookout mountain 
where the two young men and Turner 
and his wife became separated. About 4 
o’clock on the afternoon of April 2, the 
body of the unfortunate girl wife was 
found near a rock ledge south of the in- 
cline, with her throat cut from ear to ear. 
Turner was seen running from the scene 
of the crime afterwards. At any rate, he 
escaped, and Sheriff Shipp has been hot 
on his trail from that day to this. 

It has been the dream of Sheriff Shipp 
to effect the capture of Ed Turner and 
only a few days ago he was figuring on 
a new scheme in order to capture the 
much wanted man. He even sent D. D. 
Edwards, a switchman on the Cincinnati 
Southern train, who was recently tried 
here on a charge of the killing of a ne- 
gro, to Breathitt county, the switchman's 
old home, to act as a scout in hunting 
down the alleged wife murderer. It was 
stated today that the visit of Mr. Ed- 
wards to the scene of his childhood 
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Note: One section of the article was out of order. 
Changed: “Burchman’ to “Burcham” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Aug 1, 1907, Page 2 


ED TURNER 
IS BEHIND 
THE BARS 


(Continued From Page 1.) 





Fatal Knife is Found. 

A striking coincidence in connection 
with the capture of Turner and the 
crime, is the fact that yesterday after- 
noon M. F. Attson, a bridgeman for the 
Southern railway, residing near the 
scene of the tragedy, was passing along 
the spot when he picked up the knife 
with which the unfortunate woman's 
throat was cut from ear to ear. He was 
very much delight[ed] with his discov- 
ery, and carried the knife to the sheriff's 
office today, giving it to Chief Deputy 
Frawley. It will be kept as evidence in 
the trial that is to follow. 

It is known that J. E. Jones, the Atlanta 
young man who came here with F. F. 
Reeves, described the knife to the sher- 
iff’s forces and he and his chum told the 
sheriff that they would be willing to 
come to Chattanooga and testify in the 
trial. His description of the knife tallies 
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with the true description of the weapon. 
It is a fine, pearl-handled knife having a 
very keen-edged blade about two and a 
half inches long. 

Turner is said to be connected with the 
Turner family of feudists of Breathitt 
county. Many theories have been ad- 
vanced as to the cause of the tragedy. It 
has been advanced that Turner was 
guilty of many crimes about which his 
wife was cognizant and that she was 
about to give him away and elope with 
either Jones or Reeves. 

Another theory, is that the girl wife 
wanted to leave Turner and return to her 
home from which she had eloped with 
Turner some years before, and rather 
than let her return home, decided to end 
her young life. It has also been said that 
Turner was fired with mean whisky to 
such an extent that in a rage, he cut his 
wife's throat. 

Chief Deputy Frawley has wired Sher- 
iff Shipp concerning the arrest of Tur- 
ner but had received no instructions up 
to a late hour this afternoon as to what 
steps to take. It is taken for granted, 
however, that Deputy Frawley will be 
instructed to wire for requisition papers 
at once and send for Turner. 
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Chattanooga News, Thu, Aug 1, 1907, Page 5 


ED TURNER 
IS CAUGHT 


He Murdered his Wife, Lillie Turner, 
Last Spring. 


MOUNTAIN MURDERER FOUND 
AT OLD 
KENTUCKY HOME 


Confesses to the Crime on Side 
of Lookout Mountain. 


ARRESTED AT HOME 
OF HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW 


Taken to Jail in Beattyville, Lee 
County, Kentucky—Following Con- 
fession Turner Says he will 
Fight Requisition—Chatta- 
nooga Officials have had 
Murderer Spotted for 
Several Days. 
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Ed Turner, who murdered his wife, Lillie 

Turner, April 2, on the side of Lookout 
mountain, is in the custody of the Ken- 
tucky authorities. 

Turner, who has been at liberty since the 
day he cut his wife's throat, was arrested 
yesterday in Estill county, Ky., at the home 
of his brother-in-law, George McCombs. 
He was taken to Beattyville, Lee county, 
Ky., and placed in jail. A brief Associated 
Press telegram to The Times yesterday, re- 
ported that Turner confessed that he had 
killed his wife and said he would fight req- 
uisition. 

Some days ago, local jail officials were 
apprised of Turner's presence in Kentucky 
and close watch has been kept in the vicin- 
ity of McComb's home. Early yesterday, 
the sheriff's office here was telegraphed 
[that] the game had been snared and arrest 
might be looked for at any moment. 

The local officials are well represented in 
the Kentucky mountain country and as 
soon as some preliminaries can be com- 
pleted, the murderer will be brought to 
Chattanooga. 


The story of the arrest is told in the fol- 
lowing special telegram to The Times from 
Lexington: 
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LEXINGTON, Ky., July 31.—Edward 

Turmer, formerly of Breathitt county, 
was arrested at the home of his brother- 
in-law, George McCombs, in Estill 
county, today, charged with the murder 
of his wife, Lillie Turner on Lookout 
mountain, last April. Turner was ar- 
rested by D. C. Bailey and H. G. 
Rogers and taken to Beattyville, Lee 
county, and placed in jail. 

Tumer confessed to Rogers that he 
was wanted in Chattanooga and that he 
had murdered his wife there. He said he 
would fight requisition to cause his re- 
turn to Tennessee and would not go as 
long as he could help it. Officers will 
ask the governor of Tennessee at once 
for the necessary papers. A reward of 
$150 was offered for him. The killing 
occurred one afternoon last April. 
Turner eloped from Jackson, Breathitt 
county, where he was connected with 
feud troubles and where things had, it 
is said, become too warm for him, with 
the girl, who was Lillian Burcham, a 
school teacher, and whom he married 
after they reached Chattanooga. The 
couple quarreled and separated. 

One day the girl’s dead body was 
found on the side of the mountain with 
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her throat cut from ear to ear. Turner 
disappeared and was not found until to- 
day, although officers all over the south 
have been looking for him. It was 
learned today that Turner had come to 
the home of his brother-in-law in Estill 
county, where he had since remained in 
hiding. 

Officers had no trouble arresting him, 
who seemed to be expecting capture. 
He said he was glad to quit dodging ar- 
rest, although he does not want to go 
back to Chattanooga, as he says he 
does not believe he will get a fair trial. 


Turner’s Ghastly Crime. 

That murder will out, is as true today as 
when the trite old adage was written, but 
to no sting of remorseful conscience was 
due the bringing of wife murderer Ed 
Turner within the pale of the law. It is 
rather the reward of the untiring energy 
and ceaseless perseverance of Joseph F. 
Shipp, who, from the day the bloody mur- 
der was committed, has never given up 
hope of bringing this wretch to justice. 

Hardly a day has passed during the four 
months intervening since the crime, but 
what some communication was sent or re- 
ceived, some messenger dispatched or new 
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clue run down. 

These efforts have at last borne fruit, and 
it is now but a matter of a few days when 
Turner will be turned over to the authori- 
ties here to await the punishment which 
justice metes out to its offenders. 

On Tuesday afternoon, April 2, of the 
present year, the body of Lillie Turner was 
found in one of the rocky seams of battle- 
scarred Lookout mountain. 

The blood that flowed down its sides 
forty-four years ago, was shed by men 
fighting for what they believed to be a just 
cause, but this was the first time it had 
been stained by the blood of a woman, 
murdered by the husband who had sworn 
to protect her. 

Lillie Burcham was a product of the 
mountains of Kentucky, raised where con- 
tinuous feuds made human life both uncer- 
tain and cheap and morals not of the very 
highest standard, and when Ed Turner of- 
fered to take her away from there and 
make her his wife, she only too willingly 
listened to his plea. 

Together they went to Atlanta, where, as 
can be gathered from the letters written to 
her old mother in Kentucky, she was com- 
pelled to lead a life of sin and shame, com- 
pared to which, her rough career at Frozen 
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Fork, Ky., might be considered angelic. 
Even the influence which Turner seemed 
to exercise over her, was powerful enough 
to keep her under his control. At that time, 
she was about 16 years of age, beautiful of 
face and form, with a wealth of dark red 
hair, but hardened to some extent by her 
early environments. She was an easy prey 
to a man of the brutal characteristics of Ed 
Turner, and her degradation at his insis- 
tence, as the victim of passion of others, 
was so complete that even her calloused 
instincts rebelled, according to the pitiful 
letters which have since been discovered 
to have been written by her. After being ar- 
rested on several occasions in Atlanta, she 
and Turner came to Chattanooga on Mon- 
day, April 1, where it is said they were 
married. On Tuesday, Turner and his wife 
and two young men named Reeves and 
Jones, boarded a car for Lookout moun- 
tain. At the foot of the incline, the parties 
separated, Turner and his wife continuing 
afoot towards Mountain Junction, follow- 
ing a path that led up the mountain side. 
From that time until he was next seen in 
St. Elmo, a little later on by these same 
two men, there is absolutely no trace of his 
movements. 
When asked by them concerning his wife, 
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he answered, “Why, she went to town long 
ago,” and hurriedly boarded a car. 

From that day to yesterday, he has suc- 
ceeded in eluding all efforts to capture 
him, although on two occasions he had 
been located and only narrowly escaped 
arrest. The discovery of the dead girl’s 
body within a few hours after the com 
mission of the crime was only accidental. 
A nine-year-old boy found the body while 
in search of wild flowers, and so wild and 
secluded was the spot where the deed was 
perpetrated, that only a mission of that 
kind would prompt anyone to seek it. The 
ghastly gash in the dead girl’s throat 
showed only too plainly how she had been 
killed. The sheriff's office was at once no- 
tified and although every precaution that a 
well-organized force of deputies could 
take, was used, the murderer escaped. The 
two young men who came here with the 
couple were arrested, but later released be- 
cause no proof of their connection with the 
case was at hand. 

Sheriff Shipp at once notified Governor 
Patterson of the crime and a reward of 
$150 was immediately offered for the ar- 
rest of Turner. This was followed by the 
sending out of a circular, containing and 
accurate description of the man, to various 
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localities throughout the south. 

While it has never been possible to estab- 
lish accurately the motive which prompted 
Ed Turner to kill his wife, it was hinted 
that certain knowledge which she pos- 
sessed of Turner’s feudal troubles in the 
old Kentucky home was the cause of many 
quarrels and finally, of the murder. 

A most striking incident in connection 
with the gruesome affair, was the bringing 
to the jail yesterday of the knife with 
which the murder had been committed. It 
had been found by a man near the scene of 
the crime, and the circumstance caused 
Chief Deputy Frawley to remark that it 
would not be long before they heard from 
Turner. 

Jailer John Gillespie’s dream has come 
true after all. 








Changed: “Fall” to “Spring” (in headline) 
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Atlanta Constitution, Thu, Aug 1, 1907, Page 6 


ARRESTED FOR 
WIFE’S MURDER 


Breathitt County Man Arrested 
at Lexington, Ky. 


Lexington, Ky., July 31. Edward 
Tumer of Breathitt County, wanted in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., for the murder of 
his wife Lillie Turner on Lookout 
Mountain, Tenn., last April, was arrest 
ed this afternoon in Estill County at the 
home of his brother-in-law, George 
Combs. He was taken to Beattyville, 
Lee County, and placed in jail. Turner 
confessed that he killed his wife and 
says he will fight requisition. 
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Courier-Journal, Thu, Aug 1, 1907, Page 3 
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Chattanooga News, Fri, Aug 2, 1907, Page 10 


THINKS IT IS 
BARGAIN DAY 


Kentucky Sheriff Refuses 
that Turner Reward. 


HOLDS OUT FOR MORE 
MONEY BEFORE ACTING 


Extraordinary Action of Official who 
Holds Wife Murderer in Custody 
—Sheriff Shipp En Route to 
Kentucky for the Prisoner. 


Kentucky has a sheriff—at least one— 
who recognizes a good thing when he sees 
it. Some people would say so—no doubt. 

His name is J. H. Sizemore, and he exer- 
cises shrievalty powers at Beattyville, Ky., 
where Ed Turner looks through prison 
bars expecting daily to see some Tennes- 
see officer come and bring him back into 
the shadow of old Lookout, whose historic 
slope he stained with his own wife's 
blood. 

Sizemore has conceived the idea that the 
reward of $200 offered for the arrest of Ed 
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Turner and delivery to Tennessee authori- 
ties, is not commensurate with the cul- 
prit’s wickedness or with the natural anx- 
iousness to see the murderer brought to 
justice. Consequently, he holds out for 
heavier stakes. 

The sheriff’s office here received word by 
wire from the Beattyville sheriff yesterday 
morning that has not yet been fully under- 
stood. The only thing definitely seen in 
the dispatch was a reluctance to deliver 
Turner to Lexington where local officers 
intended going to take him in charge. 

But it was all explained last night when 
The Times got busy and asked a newspa- 
per man in Lexington for any late devel- 
opments in the case. In response, the fol- 
lowing special was received: 


LEXINGTON, Ky., August 1— Ed 

Turner, under arrest at Beattyville, Lee 
county, charged with the murder of his 
wife, Lillie, on Lookout mountain in 
April, is still at Beattyville. Several 
telegrams were received today from the 
Chattanooga sheriff by Sheriff J. H. 
Sizemore, at Beattyville, and [the] Ten- 
nessee man offered to pay the $200 re- 
ward for Turner when he is safely 
placed in jail here. 
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Sizemore refused this offer and wants 
more reward. Turner admits the killing, 
but says he will fight requisition. 


Sheriff J. F. Shipp was communicated 
with early yesterday, and learning the situ- 
ation, he started at once for Kentucky. 
Captain Shipp passed through the city last 
night en route to Lexington, and some- 
thing will be doing today in the Turner 
case. 

The attitude of the Kentucky authorities 
in regard to the return of murderer Ed 
Turner is causing the sheriff’s office some 
annoyance. There is evidently some mis- 
understanding on the part of Sheriff Size- 
more, of Lee county, who has Turner in 
custody, as to the amount of the reward 
which has been offered, judging from the 
telegrams which have been received from 
him. In order to set the matter right, Chief 
Deputy Frawley, acting for Sheriff Shipp, 
who is absent from the city, yesterday 
wired Sheriff Sizemore that a reward of 
$200 and sufficient additional money to 
pay transportation and other expenses, 
would be paid for the delivery of Edward 
Turner to Lexington, Kentucky. 

In the same message, he asked whether it 
would be necessary to obtain requisition 
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papers. Up to a late hour last night, no re- 
ply to this message had been received. 

The delay, however, is in all probability 
due to the remoteness of the authorities 
from telegraph communication and there 
is no doubt about Turner’s delivery at the 
proper time. 

The story of the chase of Ed Turner reads 
like a romance. Once at MacDonald, 
Georgia, the sheriff’s sleuths were so 
close upon their quarry, that he fled, leav- 
ing his meal unfinished. 

Again, at Moline, Georgia, the trail was 
so hot, that escape seemed impossible. 
And next, up in the mountains of West 
Virginia, he wormed through the net 
which had been spread for him, at a time 
when his capture seemed assured. From 
here, the chase led to his home in his Ken- 
tucky mountains, to whose wild crags, 
surrounded as he was by his relatives, it 
would seem no human would care to go. 
But even here, the sheriff's resources did 
not fail him, and one night at 9 o'clock, 
when a wayfarer knocked at the door of 
George McCutcheon, Turner's brother-in- 
law, there was only a slight suspicion that 
all was not well. For the purpose of his 
mission, this man was also running away 
from the law, which in some parts of Ken- 
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tucky at least, is an open sesame to the 
rough protection, which is so quickly af- 
forded to that class of fugitives. Three 
nights he remained there, without learning 
anything of Turner. Three nights each 
were spent at Frozen Fork and Shoulder 
Blade, each hour almost, filled with 
thrilling adventure. Twice his life was in 
danger, caused by a sudden suspicion on 
the part of his host, as to the character of 
his visitor. 

While he was unable to positively locate 
his man, that he was working out the right 
clue, recent events have shown. Every 
move was reported to the sheriff’s office, 
and when this Sherlock Holmes returns to 
this city, he will have some very interest- 
ing tales to tell of feud life in Breathitt 
county. 








Changed: “anxiety” to “anxiousness” 
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Sedalia Democrat, Fri, Aug 2, 1907, Page 8 
THROAT OF HIS WIFE 


Alleged to Have Been Cut By the 
Man Captured in Kentucky. 


Lexington, Ky—Aug. 2. Ed Turner, of 
Breathitt county, accused of murdering his 
wife on Lookout Mountain, near Chatta- 
nooga last April, was arrested yesterday at 
the home of his brother-in-law, George 
Combs, in Estill county, and has been 
placed in jail at Beattyville. 

A reward of $150, offered by the governor 
of Tennessee and a larger reward offered by 
the citizens of Chattanooga, will be paid 
for the capture of Turner. 

Turmer is said to have admitted to D. C. 
Bailey and H. G. Rogers, who placed him 
in jail at Beattyville, that he was wanted for 
the murder of his wife, whose maiden 
name was Lillie Burcham, of Breathitt 
county. 

The killing occurred shortly after Turner 
had eloped with the girl to Chattanooga, 
where they were married. Turner took his 
wife up Lookout Mountain one Sunday af- 
ternoon last April, and she was found the 
next day with her throat cut from ear to ear. 








Note: “the next day” Should be “the same day” 
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Breathitt County News, Fri, Aug 2, 1907, Page 3 
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Tennessean, Fri, Aug 2, 1907, Page 2 


MURDER WILL OUT: 
ED TURNER CAUGHT 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Aug 1.—The 
old adage that “murder will out” has been 
certified in the case of Ed Turner, the no- 
torious Breathitt county, Ky. feudist, who 
was captured yesterday evening near Fill- 
more, Lee county, Ky. Turner is the man 
who is charged with the murder of his 
girl wife, Mrs. Lillian Turner, nee Bur- 
cham, on the side of Lookout Mountain 
on April 2. He is being held at Beat- 
tyville, the county seat of Lee county, 
Ky., pending the preliminary arrange- 
ments concerning the reward of $250 
which was offered by Sheriff J. F. Shipp, 
citizens of this county and the governor 
of Tennessee. 

Turner is charged with a most dastardly 
crime. He came to this city with [his] girl 
wife who was only about 17 years of age. 
He and the girl were followed by two 
young men from Atlanta, where Turner 
and his wife lived some months. All four 
went to Lookout Mountain where the two 
young men and Turner and his wife be- 
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Changed: “Filmore” to “Fillmore” (a town in 
Lee Co, KY @ 37.60243, -83.55060) 


Newspaper Articles 169 


Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 10 


TURNER 
BROUGHT 
TO JAIL 


Man Wanted for Murder 
of Wife is Here 


DENIES HIS GUILT STRONGLY. 
BUT KNOWS MURDERER 


SAYS HE WAS BETRAYED BY A 
FRIEND 


Sheriff Sizemore of Kentucky Tells 
Story of the Capture, which is 
a Thrilling one—Chattanoogan 
who Infested the Kentucky 
Mountain Watching for Turner 
—Trial at an Early Date. 


“T never killed Lillian Turner, but I 
know who did do it.” 
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Such was the statement made to a re- 
porter for The Chattanooga News this 
morning by Ed Turner, the noted Breath- 
itt county alleged wife-murderer, who 
was safely landed in the county jail this 
morning about 11 o'clock by Sheriff 
Shipp and Sheriff Sizemore of Lee 
county, Kentucky, who brought the pris- 
oner from Beattyville to Lexington, 
where Sheriff Shipp met the party last 
night. 

The train on which traveled the two 
sheriffs and their prisoner arrived in the 
city this morning at 10:50 o'clock, after 
being delayed several hours. As stated, 
Turner denies any connection with the 
killing, notwithstanding the fact that he 
has been quoted as having admitted the 
crime. 

In his cell on the second floor of the 
county jail, he greeted the reporter, but 
was inclined to be somewhat noncom- 
mittal. 


Friend Betrayed Him. 
“How did they capture you?” the re- 
porter asked. 
"I was given away—betrayed by a 
friend," he said. “Sid Cole, a man who 
lives on the place where my brother-in- 
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law, George Combs, lives, gave me 
away to the officers. He was to get $50 
to give me away.” 

"You did not cut your wife’s throat, 
did you?" he was asked. 

"I did not, but I think I know who 
did." 

"You have been quoted as admitting 
that you cut your wife’s throat?" 

“T may have, but that is not so.” 

"Why did you run away after she 
was killed?" 

"I did not run away: I just took a no- 
tion to go back home." 

"Did you leave the city on the same 
afternoon of the crime?" 

"I don't remember when I left the 
city." 

"How long had you been back to 
your Kentucky home?" 

"It was known by outsiders that I 
was back there two months ago." 

"Did you know that a Chattanooga 
detective was on your trail?" 

"I knew nothing about it." 

"Were you ever in Georgia?" 

"Yes, I have been in Cartersville in 
business and I was in Atlanta before 
coming to Chattanooga." 

With this, the reporter left Turner. 
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Does not Look Criminal. 
Ed Turner does not look like a criminal. 
On the other hand, he appears to be an 
ordinarily intelligent man and the lines 
of his face are free from any appearance 
of those of a hardened criminal. He 
wears a short dark mustache, a slouch 
hat, a dark suit of clothing with a square- 
cornered sack coat. He is somewhat 
bowlegged and shows this in his walk in 
a marked degree. He has just had a clean 
shave. 
As he was being questioned, he showed 
signs of nervousness and several times 
did not answer the reporter’s questions 
readily. 
When he was called by the reporter, he 
was sitting down among a number of 
prisoners, probably engaged in conversa- 
tion about himself and his whereabouts. 
He got up immediately and walked to 
the circle, where he stood and talked to 
the reporter and Deputy Frank Selcer, 
who happened to be in the jail at the 
time. 


Story of his Capture. 
For the first time, the story of Turner's 
capture was revealed to The Chat- 
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tanooga News reporter by Sheriff Jas. P. 
Sizemore, of Lee county, Ky. 
"Simply for the small reward of $250 
I never would have tackled Turner, for 
I consider him to be a dangerous man, 
although he never gave the officers of 
our section any trouble that I know 
of." said Sheriff Sizemore this morn- 
ing at the county jail. 
“But,” he continued, "it was for D. C. 
Bailey, the deputy sheriff, to do the 
work." Accompanied by Deputy H. G. 
Rogers, Bailey went to the house of 
Combs, knowing that Turner was sleep- 
ing in the attic of that house. It was 
about 8 o’clock in the morning. The offi- 
cers secured a goods box and set it up so 
that they could poke their heads up into 
the hole in the loft where Turner went in 
and out at will. Bailey, however, was 
very cautious about the contents of that 
hole. He first punched his hat through 
the hole, holding it on the ends of his 
fingers. No reply came from above, and 
then, jumping up with his head and up- 
per part of his chest in the hole, he threw 
his revolver down almost right in the 
face of Turner. 
Turner reached down as if he were go- 
ing to get a gun, when Rogers threw a 
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Winchester rifle down on Turner and 
Bailey commanded him to throw up his 
hands. Turner hesitated for a moment 
and put up his hands. 


“It was then very easy to get Turner 
out of that loft. He was taken to the jail 
at Beattyville and later to Lexington 
and from that city to the Hamilton 
county jail.” 


Sheriff Sizemore said Deputy Bailey is 

a most fearless officer and had made 
some very daring arrests in the moun- 
tains of Kentucky. 


Freak in Photography. 

For the first time, Sheriff Shipp related 
the story of that photograph which ap- 
peared on the circulars offering the re- 
ward of $250 and the description of Tur- 
ner. The only photograph which the 
sheriff had, was the one from which a 
cut was made and appeared exclusively 
in The Chattanooga News soon after the 
crime and also in Friday's edition. It rep- 
resented Turner in a standing position 
with a Winchester rifle in his hands in a 
position of “present arms.” 

Sheriff Shipp did not want that sort of a 
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picture on the circulars, for he thought it 
might frighten some officers who might 
be inclined to go after him. So that the 
sheriff had a local photographer trans- 
form the gun into a banjo. In other 
words, the picture appearing on the cir- 
culars was just like the one that appeared 
in The Chattanooga News with the ex- 
ception of the gun. 

Sheriff Sizemore complimented the 
sheriff on his new freak and told him 
that he would have him do some work 
like that for him sometime. Sheriff Size- 
more also complimented the sheriff on 
his accurate description of Turner. 


Talk of Detective “Brown.” 

Sheriff Sizemore got acquainted with a 
detective who he said this morning went 
by the name of “Brown.” He admitted 
that "Brown" was "onto his job" and 
knew something of the whereabouts of 
Turner. 

It was revealed today that this detective 
who called himself "Brown" was no 
other than D. D. Edwards, the Cincinnati 
Southern switchman who was tried here 
on a charge of the murder of a negro. 

He was reared in that section and was 
acquainted with both the Turners and the 
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Burchams. He served a term with Turner 
in the penitentiary, it was stated today, 
and therefore knew Turner very inti- 
mately. 

Edwards was sent to that section by 
Sheriff Shipp. The first thing Edwards 
did when he reached Breathitt county 
was to hunt up Mrs. Lou Burcham, the 
mother of Lillian Turner. She knew that 
Turner was reported to have been living 
with his brother-in-law George Combs. 
Edwards went to the Combs’ home and 
remained there three days, but Turner 
was not there at that time. Later Ed- 
wards learned that Turner, who went un- 
der an assumed name, had returned. 
During this time, the sheriff's office here 
was kept informed of the facts. 

When it was learned that Turner had re- 
turned to Comb's house, Deputies Bailey 
and Rogers were informed of the matter 
and they went immediately after “their 
man” and got him. 

Ed Turner will be given a preliminary 
hearing at the earliest date possible, al- 
though the time for the hearing has not 
been determined. Attorney E. L. Whita- 
ker and probably other attorneys will 
represent Turner. 
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Courier-Journal Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 2 


TO FACE TRIAL. 


Ed Turner will Answer for 
Murder of his Wife 


ADMITS KILLING, BUT CLAIMS 
JUSTIFICATION FOR DEED 


FLED BECAUSE HE HEARDA 
MOB WAS AFTER HIM. 


CAPTOR GETS $250 REWARD. 





Lexington, Ky., Aug, 2. (Special) 
Ed Turner, who is charged with murder- 
ing his wife, Lillian Turner, by cutting her 
throat from ear to ear on Lookout Moun- 
tain last April and was recently arrested in 
Lee County, Ky., was brought here tonight 
by Sheriff Sizemore, of Lee county, and 
turned over to Sheriff J. F. Shipp, of Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., in whose jurisdiction the 
alleged murder was committed. The meet- 
ing of the two Sheriffs was held here by 
agreement, Sheriff Shipp turning over to 
Sheriff Sizemore $250 offered as reward 
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for Turner’s capture, and Sizemore deliv- 
ered the prisoner to the Tennessee Sheriff. 
Turmer was not placed in jail here tonight, 
but was kept in a room at the Palace Ho- 
tel, securely handcuffed and under the eye 
of Sheriff Shipp, who will leave with his 
prisoner on the early morning train for 
Chattanooga. 

Turner is about thirty years old, was 
neatly dressed and is rather prepossessing 
in appearance. When questioned about the 
murder tonight he said: 


"I have never denied killing my wife, 
but I don’t want to talk about it now. 
What I want is a square deal after I get 
back to Chattanooga, and I believe I 
will get it. When I left there I heard 
there was a mob after me. I knew I had 
done right and was justified in what I 
did, but I didn’t want a mob to get me, 
as I knew I would be all right when I 
had a fair trial. I am sure when I get 
Justice I will be acquitted and will then 
come back and live in Lee county." 


Tumer refused to go into further details 
of his crime tonight, but Sheriff Sizemore 
said that Turner told him that he had fol- 
lowed the woman up on Lookout Moun- 
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Cincinnati Enquirer, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 2 
STALKED 


His Wife and Paramour 


Up the Mountain Side and Slew 
Her Where She Lay 


Tennessee Murderer, Captured in Ken- 
tucky, Declares He Acted Under 
the “Unwritten Law” 


SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE ENQUIRER. 

Lexington, Ky., August 3—As calmly as if 
narrating a story he had read in a book, Ed- 
ward Turner, self-confessed murderer of his 
beautiful wife, Lillie Burcham Turner, a 
Breathitt County school teacher, related today 
to Sheriff D. C. Bailey, of Lee County, the de- 
tails of his horrible crime on Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn, April 2, when he cut her throat 
from ear to ear and left her dying. Declaring 
that he committed the crime “according to the 
unwritten law,” Turner expressed no fear to 
return to Chattanooga, Tenn. and stand trial. 
Turner was brought here tonight by Sheriff 
Bailey and Deputy Sheriff J. P. Sizemore of 
Lee County, and they were met by Sheriff J. 
F. Shipp of Chattanooga. 
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There is a reward of $900 for the capture of 
Turner, and the Lee County Sheriffs gave up 
their man when they were assured they would 
receive the money. 

To Sheriff Bailey, the prisoner said that he 
had reason to suspect his wife of infidelity. He 
said he watched her go up Lookout Mountain 
with two strange men. Turner says he found 
his wife in the embrace of one of the men. He 
then made up his mind that he would kill all 
three of them and then end his own life. He 
related that he slashed right and left with a 
knife, wounding both men and killing his 
wife. After the murder he was so exhausted, 
he said, that he did not have the courage to 
take his own life. 

Realizing the enormity of his crime, Turner 
fled from Chattanooga, seeking refuge in Es- 
till County, near the home of his brother-in- 
law, George Combs. He hid in a cave, but 
fearing his health would be undermined in his 
underground retreat, he secreted himself be- 
tween the roof and ceiling of his brother-in- 
law’s house. There he was captured by Sheriff 
Bailey. 

Tumer wrote tonight to his sister Mrs. 
George Combs, to sell their oxen on the farm 
and hasten to Chattanooga with $300 with 
which to employ a lawyer to defend him. 








Changed: “Burham’ to “Burcham’ and “May’ to “April” 
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Tennessean, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 2 


SHERIFF WILL GET 
WIFE MURDERER 


Ed Turner Will Return to 
Tennessee Without Requi- 
sition Papers. 


CAUGHT IN KENTUCKY 


Story of the Crime for 
Which He Will Be 
Tried. 


Special to the Zennessean: 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug. 2.—Sheriff J. 
F. Shipp, who has been visiting his fa- 
ther in Georgia, left here today for Lex- 
ington, Ky., where he will meet Sheriff 
Sizemore, of Lee county, Ky., and Ed 
Turner, the alleged wife murderer, who 
has been captured near Fillmore, Ky., 
where he was living with his brother-in- 
law, George McCombs. 

Turmer agreed to come to Tennessee 
without requisition papers, as was indi- 
cated in a telegram received by Sheriff 
Shipp before leaving for Lexington, Ky. 
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A controversy arose over the reward of 
$250 which was offered for the arrest of 
Turner, but after this was cleared away 
Sheriff Sizemore agreed to give up the 
prisoner to Sheriff Shipp and Turner 
agreed to come to Tennessee without 
requisition papers. 

Turmer had been going under the as- 
sumed name of John Spence. A letter he 
wrote to his brother-in-law brought him 
to grief. D. D. Edwards, a former Cin- 
cinnati Southern switchman of this city 
secured this letter and mailed it to Sher- 
iff Shipp. The date of Turner's coming 
to McCombs' being known it was an 
easy matter to have officers on the look- 
out and when Turner came upon the 
scene he was easily taken in. 

Back in the mountains of Kentucky, in 
Breathitt county, Lillie Burcham was a 
schoolmistress, the daughter of an aged 
mother, respected, and to all appear- 
ances, contented and happy. She was 16 
years old, strong and hearty as a result 
of her climatic environments, with an 
abundance of red hair, with perfect form 
and winsome face in all, a typical 
mountain lass. But within her strong bo- 
som, within her body hardened by the 
rough life to which she had been accus- 
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tomed, was a tender heart that shrunk 
from the feudal habits and war-like 
propensities of her neighbors and she 
longed to leave. In this condition, with 
these desires for a better, more conge- 
nial life, she was easily persuaded by 
Turner to leave her home and friends for 
what he promised would be a better life 
in a more delightful town. 

They went to Atlanta, and letters sent 
by the girl to her aged mother back in 
her Kentucky home carried messages of 
woe and tales of shameful degradation 
forced upon her by the man she trusted. 
He had forced her to sell herself. The 
life she had led at Frozen Creek, Ky., 
was blissful compared to her existence 
in Georgia. 

They were arrested several times in At- 
lanta, and finally came to Chattanooga 
April 1, where, it is said, they were mar- 
ried. The next day they went on a visit 
to Lookout Mountain, accompanied by 
two men by the name of Reeves and 
Jones, friends of Turner. Arriving at the 
mountain, they separated from Reeves 
and Jones and started walking up the 
pathway toward Mountain Junction. A 
short while afterward Turner appeared 
in St. Elmo alone and when asked by 
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Reeves and Jones what had become of 
his wife, he replied she had gone up 
town a long time ago. He boarded a car, 
came uptown, afterward left the city, 
and was never heard from again until 
yesterday. 

A few hours later a 9-year-old boy, 
searching for flowers on the mountain- 
side, beneath a thick clump of bushes in 
a secluded spot, found the body of Lillie 
Turner. Deep, cruel gashes in the girl’s 
throat bore ghastly evidence against her 
husband, whom the world has since 
looked upon as her murderer. 

Jones and Reeves were arrested on sus- 
picion but were released when it was 
known that they could not be connected 
with the crime. Before gaining his lib- 
erty, however, Jones gave a full descrip- 
tion of a knife which Turner always had 
in his possession. 








Changed: 

1. “Filmore” to “Fillmore” 

2. “contended” to “contented” 

3. “Frozen Fork” to “Frozen Creek” 
4. “in line’ to “in all” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Sun, Aug 4, 1907, Page 8 


NOW CLAIMS 
INNOCENCE 


Ed Turner Declares He did 
not Kill Lillie. 


PROFESSED ENTIRE 
CONFIDENCE OF ACQUITTAL 


Little Appearance of the Murderer 
in Man Brought Back from Feud- 
Ridden Kentucky—Retires Be- 
hind Veil of Reticence. 


Ed Turner is back in Chattanooga, safe in 
the county jail. Sheriff J. F. Shipp and 
Sheriff Sizemore of Breathitt county, 
Kentucky, arrived with their distinguished 
prisoner about 10:30 o'clock yesterday 
morning, and both gentlemen agreed that 
they had seldom found a prisoner, charged 
with so serious crime, to be more tractable 
or affable. 

And the interview which a Times reporter 
had with Turner bears out this theory. No 
one seeing the man for the first time 
would suspect that he was a murderer and 
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that he was guilty of the cold-blooded 
crime with which he is charged, would be 
considered out of the question. The reti- 
cent manner he maintains is rather as- 
sumed than natural, and is probably due to 
the advice of the eminent counsel which 
he is said to have engaged. He seems to 
be of a sociable disposition, with much of 
that instinctive caution which life in the 
Kentucky feud country has bred into him, 
and is rather the wariness of physical dan- 
ger, in which he very often found himself. 

The history of Lee and Breathitt county 
feud troubles is his favorite topic and he 
has furnished the material for quite a few 
of its pages. The copy of The Times which 
was given him was eagerly read and given 
more attention than the visitors. 

Of his travels since leaving Chattanooga, 
he was noncommittal, saying that he had 
killed a few rabbits, and also missed 
some, during that time. 

When his statement, that he had been 
taught “not to tell tales out of school,” 
was met with the response, that he was 
not in school now, he laughed heartily. 
Coming down closer to the charge against 
him, he said he had always lived happily 
with his wife, that he had no reason to kill 
her, that he had in fact not killed her, and 
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Chattanooga News, Mon, Aug 5, 1907, Page 12 


ED TURNER 
IS READY 
FOR TRIAL 


Man Accused of Murder- 
ing Wife, Feeling 
Hearty 


AND SAYS THE SOONER THE 
HEARING THE BETTER 


DENIES ALL KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE MURDEROUS KNIFE 


Two Atlanta Witnesses Wanted. 
Turner Puts in some of his Idle 
Moments Writing Verses—Latest 
Developments of the Noted Case 


The date for the preliminary hearing of 
Ed Turner, the alleged wife murderer, 
who is languishing in the county jail, has 
not yet been determined. Turner, how- 
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ever, has employed Attorneys E. L. 
Whitaker and Chamlee & Chamlee to 
defend him, and this fact means that the 
case will be a most stubbornly contested 
one, since these attorneys are among the 
best criminal lawyers of this city. 

When the case reaches the criminal 
court, Mr. Whitaker and the attorney- 
general will be pitted against each other 
for the second time in a murder case. 
Attorney Whitaker stated today, that in 
the event there is no indictment against 
Turner, there will be a preliminary hear- 
ing. It developed that there is no indict- 
ment against Turner in the criminal court 
here, and consequently a preliminary 
hearing will be held. 

The statement made by Turner to The 
Chattanooga News reporter, in which he 
denied the heinous crime, but saying that 
he knew who did it, has created more 
than ordinary interest among the reading 
public and the officers who are working 
up evidence against Turner for the pre- 
liminary hearing. 


Denies Knowledge of Knife. 
Chief Deputy Frawley now has in his 
possession the fatal knife with which it 
is alleged Turner cut his wife’s throat. 
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The knife, which was found by an aged 
St. Elmo citizen the other day, was deliv- 
ered to the sheriff's office this morning 
by a newspaper reporter, to whom it was 
first delivered soon after it was found. 

Tumer denies any knowledge of that 
knife, and states very boldly that he 
never saw it before and never owned it, 
despite the fact that J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves, the Atlanta boys, have made the 
statement that they saw Turner with the 
knife on the very day of the crime. It 
was also stated today that there are one 
or two others in this city who saw Turner 
with the knife, and an effort is being 
made to get hold of these witnesses for 
the preliminary hearing. 

Tumer was seen in his cell again this 
morning by a Chattanooga News report- 
er, but he had nothing to say except that 
he was feeling well, and was ready for 
trial. 


Turner a “Poet.” 

As was shown by The Chattanooga 
News at the time of the crime, Turner is 
somewhat of a poet. A poem in printed 
form, which was found in the trunk of 
Lillian Turner by the sheriff, shows 
something of the abilities of Turner as a 
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poet, as well as the ways of the country 
boys and girls of the Bluegrass region. 
This poem is entitled “Edward Turner's 
Song Ballot” and is as follows: 


When I came to this country in 1805, 

I thought it quite lucky to find myself 
alive. 

I geared up my horses and on my road 
pursue. 

A halling off my coat as I used for to do. 


Oh, the stillhouse doors were open and 
the whisky it went free. 

As soon as one glass was empty there 
was another filled for me. 

I just hauled one load when I ought to 
have hauled four. 

I got so drunk in Louisville I couldn’t 
haul no more. 


I picked up my saddle and I went into 
the barn. 

I saddled up my old gray not meaning 
any harm. 

I hit into my saddle and I rode so slow 
and still. 

That I scarcely drew a breath tell I came 
to Laurel’s hill. 
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I met an old acquaintance there I must 
not tell his name. 

He told me that night where a frolic was 
and fiddle would be. 

I kept asking and asking and at length 
I did agree. 

To meet him that night where the frolic 
was to be. 


Some said that dady followed me on 
account of old gray. 

He must have had a pilot or he would 
never found the way. 

He crepped around over little taver 
where he could spy a light. 

Tel his old gray locks was up by the 
dews of the night. 


Now I think I can tell you how our 
frolic did advance. 

There was four of us boys went on the 
floor to dance. 

Our fiddler being willing his arms a 
being strong. 

He played the dronded with about four 
hours long. 


The morning stars is rising boys I think 
we’ ve danced enough. 
We will spend one half an hour in 








194 Newspaper Articles 





Newspaper Articles 195 


Tennessean, Tue, Aug 6, 1907, Page 12 


ED TURNER SAYS: 
“IT NEVER KILLED 
HER” 


Alleged Desperado Wife- 
Murderer Gives Out 
Interview. 


BUT KNOWS WHO DID 


Story of Turner’s Capture 
as Told By Sheriff 
Sizemore. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Aug. 5.—‘“T 
never killed Lillian Turner, but I know 
who did do it.” 

Such was a statement made this morn- 
ing by Ed Turner, the noted Breathitt 
county alleged wife murderer who was 
safely landed in the county jail this 
morning at about 11 o’clock by Sheriff 
Shipp and Sheriff Sizemore, of Lee 
county, Ky., who brought the prisoner 
from Beattyville to Lexington, where 
Sheriff Shipp met the party last night. 
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The train bearing the two sheriffs and 
their prisoner arrived in the city this 
morning at 10:50 o'clock, after being 
delayed several hours. As stated, Turner 
denies any connection with the killing, 
notwithstanding the fact that he has 
been quoted as having admitted the 
crime. 

In his cell on the second floor of the 
county jail, he greeted the reporter, but 
was inclined to be somewhat noncom- 
mittal. 


“How did they capture you?” 
the reporter asked. 

"I was given away—betrayed by a 
friend," he said. “Sid Cole, a man who 
lives on the place where my brother-in- 
law, George Combs, lives, gave me 
away to the officers.” 

"You did not cut your wife’s throat, 
did you?" he was asked. 

"I did not, but I think I know who 
did." 

“You have been quoted as having 
admitted that you cut your wife's 
throat?” 

“T may have, but that is not so.” 

“Why did you run away after she 
was killed?” 
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“T did not run away: I just took a 
notion to go back home.” 

"Did you not leave the city on the 
same afternoon as the crime?" 

"I don’t remember when I left the 
city,” 

"How long had you been back at 
your Kentucky home?" 

“Tt was known by outsiders that I 
was back there two months ago.” 

"Did you know that a Chattanooga 
detective was on your trail?" 

“T knew nothing about it.” 

“Were you ever in Georgia?” 

"Yes: I have been in Cartersville in 
business and I was at Atlanta before 
coming to Chattanooga." 


For the first time the story of Turner's 
capture was revealed to a reporter by 
Sheriff Jas. P. Sizemore, of Lee county, 
Ky. 

Simply for the small reward of $250 I 
never would have tackled Turner, for I 
consider him to be a dangerous man, al- 
though he never gave the officers of our 
section any trouble that I know about," 
said Sheriff Sizemore this morning at 
the county jail. 

"But,” he continued, "It was for D. C. 
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Bailey, the deputy sheriff, to do the 
work. Accompanied by Deputy H. G. 
Rogers, Bailey went to the house 


about 8 o'clock in the morning. ??????? 


that hole. He [then] pushed his hat 
through the hole, holding it on the ends 
of his fingers. No reply came from 
above and then jumping up with his 
head and upper part of his chest in the 
hole, he threw his revolver down almost 
right in the face of Turner. Turner 
reached down as if he were going to get 
a gun when Rogers threw a Winchester 
rifle down on Turner and Bailey com- 
manded him to throw up his hands. 








Note: Missing text is replaced with question marks. 
Changed: “Combes” to “Combs” 
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The Citizen, Thu, Aug 8, 1907, Page 7 


“UNWRITTEN LAW” 


Tennessee Murderer Declares He 
Acted Under 





Lexington, Ky. ‘As calmly as if nar- 
rating what he had read in a book, Ed- 
ward Turner, self-confessed murderer of 
his beautiful wife, Lillie Burcham Tur- 
ner, a Breathitt County school teacher, 
related to Sheriff D. C. Bailey, of Lee 
County, the details of his horrible crime 
on Lookout Mountain, Tenn., April 2, 
when he cut her throat from ear to ear 
and left her dying, declaring that he com- 
mitted the crime "according to the un- 
written law." Turner expressed no fear to 
return to Chattanooga, Tenn., and stand 
trial. 


Changed: “May 2” to “April 2” 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 10, 1907, Page 11 


TURNER GOES 
BACK TO JAIL 


Wife Murderer Bound 
over by Justice Bork 


PRELIMINARY HEARING 
TOOK PLACE THIS MORNING 


EVIDENCE AGAINST THE AC- 
CUSED MAN VERY STRONG 


Defense will Attempt to Show that 
Wife Committed Suicide—Former 
Partner of Turner’s at Carters- 
ville Testifies that he Threatened 
Wife’s Life Before. 


The ghastly details of the tragedy which 
occurred on the side of Lookout moun- 
tain on the afternoon of April 2, in which 
the body of pretty Lillian Turner, the 
wife of Ed Turner, the Breathitt county 
alleged wife murderer, was found cold in 
death with an ugly knife wound in the 
neck, were related before Justice Bork 
this morning at the court house. 
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The chain of circumstantial evidence 
against Turner was so strong that Justice 
Bork did not hesitate to bind over the 
prisoner without bail on the charge of 
murder in the first degree. 

Turner sat beside his attorneys, Cum- 
mings & Chamlee and E. L. Whitaker, 
and he manifested a great deal of interest 
in the details as they were related by the 
witnesses in the case. At times his eyes, 
which are large, batted nervously, and at 
times he smiled at expressions more or 
less humorous in a most indifferent man- 
ner. During the whole proceeding, Tur- 
ner twisted his rather scanty dark mus- 
tache with his left hand. 

The defense offered no proof in the pre- 
liminary hearing and no attempt was 
made at rebuttal, excepting by the cross- 
examination, which was conducted by 
Attorney Cummings. 

The fact that Turner had threatened the 
life of his girl wife was brought out by 
the testimony of W. F. Maffett, of Car- 
tersville, Ga., a partner of Turner in the 
restaurant business in Cartersville up to 
within a very short time before the mur- 
der. Mr. Maffett swore that Turner had 
threatened to cut his wife's throat several 
times. 








202 Newspaper Articles 


The testimony of George W. Drennon, 
ticket agent at the foot of the incline, 
tended to show that J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves, the Atlanta boys who came here 
the day following the arrival of Turner 
and his wife, were not guilty of the 
crime, and had no connection with it. 
Mr. Drennon says that these boys got off 
the Alton Park car about noon and hung 
around there until about 3:30 o'clock, 
when they got on a car bound for the 
city. 

Although it was not evident from the 
line of policy just what will be the de- 
fense when the final hearing is taken up, 
it was stated today that the defense will 
attempt to prove that Lillie Turner com- 
mitted suicide. If this is to be the de- 
fense, it is almost positive that Turner 
will go on the witness stand and swear 
that his wife cut her own throat. There 
were no eye witnesses to the tragedy, 
and whether or not this is true, it may be 
that the defense can offer some good 
proof along this line. 


The Proceedings. 
It was 10:45 o'clock when Attorney Joe 
V. Williams, representing the prosecu- 
tion, announced ready for trial. 
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I. B. Holloman, clerk at the Light house, 
was the first witness called by the state. 

He was clerk at the Connor house on 
April 2, the day of the killing of Mrs. 
Turner. 

He remembered that Ed Turner and wife 
registered at his hotel and a man by the 
name of Kelly also registered at the ho- 
tel. They all agreed to take a room with 
two beds in it. He said Turner resembled 
the man at the bar on trial. 

He remarked to the party at the hotel, 
that he did not see how he could accom- 
modate the man and the woman in the 
party in one room, when Kelly remarked 
that he was a brother. The witness then 
described Ed Turner and his wife, who, 
he said was a fine healthy lady dressed 
in black silk. He saw Turner and his wife 
next morning, when Turner paid the bill. 
He heard nothing of Turner and his wife 
until he heard of the killing. 


Conductor Bass’ Strong Statement. 
D. Bass, a conductor on the Alton Park 
line, said he watched Turner on his car, 
which left the station at 11:48 am. A 
young lady was with him, and several 
boys. Turner had on a brown suit of 
clothes, his pants striking him above his 
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shoes. The witness was asked to identify 
Turmer, and he pointed him out, sitting 
by the side of his attorneys. The witness 
said Turner seemed very restless on the 
car, and was talking solemnly to the girl 
he was with. Both Turner and the girl got 
off the car at Incline No. 2, and walked 
up the mountain road. He then described 
the girl's apparel, in which he said the 
girl wore a silk dress, a light hat, etc. 

He said Turner raised up in a most sol- 
emn manner, and stood over the girl sev- 
eral times on the car going out. 

He said Reeves and Jones of Atlanta, 
and the Crow boys, were with Turner 
and his wife on the car. The boys went 
toward the incline station. 

The girl did not want to be with Turner, 
the witness said. She would pull away 
from him at times. 

Bass was cross-examined by Attorney 
Cummings. The witness said the boys 
who were with Turner and his wife, got 
off the car first, and went toward the In- 
cline station. The witness said Turner 
was doing all the talking and no one 
smiled at all. 

He stated that these boys got on the car 
at Eleventh street, after Turner and his 
wife had boarded the car at Ninth and 








Newspaper Articles 205 


Market streets. On redirect cross-exami- 
nation, Bass said it was about 12:15 
when Turner and his wife got off the car. 
He identified the remains with the gap- 
ing wound in her throat, and blood stain- 
ed clothing at Sharp's morgue. He saw 
the blood stained spot where the tragedy 
was committed, and stated that it would 
not have been more than ten or fifteen 
minutes walk from the car line to this 
spot. 

Mr. Cummings pointed out a crushed 
hat which [the] witness said, was not the 
one worn by Turner at the time. He said 
it was an older hat. 


Mrs. Cope Saw Couple. 
Mrs. S. J. Cope, who lives in St. Elmo, 
at the corner of the old mountain road 
and Georgia avenue, saw a young man 
and young woman come to the place in 
front of her house a few minutes before 
1 o'clock that day. The man was whit- 
tling with a knife. She asked the man 
what he wanted, and he told her they 
wanted to go up on the mountain. She 
told him they could not go up that way. 
They went on toward the old broad 
gauge road. She said the man was doing 
all the talking, and looking down. She 
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described the apparel of both, saying that 
Turner had on a light suit, light hat, etc. 
She identified Turner as the man though, 
he did not have a moustache at the time. 
She had Turner stand up so that she 
could determine the size, she said. She 
was much impressed she said, because 
they seemed not to be up to anything 
good. 

She knew nothing of the tragedy until 
she read it next morning. 


Prisoner again Identified. 

Deputy Sheriff Marion Perkins identi- 
fied the prisoner as the man who was on 
the Alton Park car with a girl. He did not 
remember the date, but saw the dead 
body of the girl at 5 o’clock that after- 
noon on the day he saw Ed Turner with 
her. 

George Kilgore, the motorman on the 
Alton Park car, identified Turner, who 
was on his car with a lady April 2. 

His testimony corroborated that of Con- 
ductor Bass of the Alton Park car. He 
said Turner and his wife looked angry. 
He said Turner had on a brown checked 
suit and a soft black hat. He said Turner 
had a little mustache about two weeks 
old. 
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On further examination, the witness said 
he could identify Turner because he 
watched his features good on the car. 

George W. Drennon, employed at the 
ticket office at the foot of the incline, 
said Turner favored the man he saw with 
a young lady on the day of the tragedy, 
excepting that the man he saw had little 
or no mustache. 

He said Turner and his wife came to the 
incline about 12 o'clock. The men who 
were with Turner kept hanging around 
from noon until 3 or 4 o'clock that after- 
noon, when they got on a car bound for 
the city. “Hosie” Younger told the wit- 
ness that the body of a young woman 
had been found on the side of the moun- 
tain. He said it was about a half mile up 
the road from the incline to the spot 
where the body was found. 


Made Threats. 
W. F. Moffett of Cartersville, Ga., a gro- 
cer, said he knew Ed Turner and his wife 
in Cartersville. He had business relations 
with Turner in February and March of 
this year. Turner was a partner of the 
witness. The witness said Turner left 
Cartersville on Sunday, came back 
through Cartersville on Monday, and on 
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Tuesday, it was reported that Turner's 
wife had been killed. 

Turner took the witness to one side and 
said he was going to Atlanta and take his 
wife back to Kentucky, but he had a 
good notion to cut her throat. The wit- 
ness said he told Turner not to do that in 
Georgia, for it would be double trouble 
in that state. 

The witness said Turner had made 
threats to cut his wife’s throat several 
times. 

He never heard of a brother of Mrs. 
Turner by the name of Kelly. 

With the introduction of this witness, 
the state and defense closed. Mr. Wil- 
liams insisted that the case is one of 
murder in the first degree and therefore 
not bailable. 

Justice Bork then announced that he 
would have to hold Turner to court with- 
out bail. 








Changed: “Oza” to “Hosie” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Sun, Aug 11, 1907, Page 5 


HIS FEAR OF 
THE CAMERA 


Ed Turner Ducks and Screens 
his Features. 


STRONG CHAIN WOVEN 
BY STATE’S WITNESSES 


Accused Wife Murderer Hears 
Damaging Testimony of People 
Who Remember His Face—Held 
to Court without Bond. 


When Ed Turner left the county jail yes- 
terday morning, at a little after 9 o’clock, 
on his way to the criminal court room for 
his preliminary hearing, he took the first 
step on the journey that may end at the 
gallows. During a short stop on the 
threshold of the sheriff's office, The 
Times photographer made an effort to 
take a snap-shot of him, but the above 
picture shows how he endeavored to veto 
the performance. 

Previous to this, he had promised a 
Times reporter to pose for his photo- 
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graph, if he was given a number of 
copies to dispose of. Upon being assured 
that this would be done, he again quickly 
changed his assent into a refusal, seem- 
ing to have a deadly fear of the somber 
black camera and its possible duplication 
of a face and figure which justice in 
other localities might be seeking. 

Carefully guarded by Chief Deputy Fred 
Frawley and Deputies Baker, Gillespie, 
Richardson and Soule, and accompanied 
by his attorney, George W. Chamlee, he 
was taken to the court house. Although 
he was arraigned before Esquire Bork, 
the criminal court room was selected as 
the most suitable place for the hearing, 
on account of the number of attorneys 
and witnesses appearing in the case. The 
nervousness with which Turner was evi- 
dently suffering disappeared to some ex- 
tent when he was greeted in the court 
room by his additional counsel, W. H. 
Cummings and E. L. Whitaker. Court 
Stenographer Milligan took the notes of 
the trial, and after the roll had been 
called for, Isaac Holloman was called to 
the stand as the first witness for the state. 
He said he remembered the day the 
Turner woman was murdered, because 
Turner and his wife had registered the 
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night previous at the Conner house, of 
which he was then clerk; that they were 
accompanied by a man named Kelly, and 
when he objected to giving them the 
same room, the man said that he was the 
woman's brother, and they were there- 
upon assigned to a room with two beds. 
He saw them in the room at 11 o'clock 
that night, and again saw Turner and the 
woman in the morning, when he paid for 
his room. 

Turner was dressed in a gray suit and the 
woman was a fine, healthy looking 
young person. Turner, he said, looked 
like the man he saw that night, but he 
would not swear to it. 

D. Bass, a conductor on an Alton Park 
car, was a strong witness for the state. He 
said Turner asked him at Ninth and Mar- 
ket streets if his car went to Alton Park, 
and when he told him it did, he went 
back to the curb and got the girl. He 
seemed restless on the car, raising up 
from his seat occasionally, and then lean- 
ing over and talking to the girl, while his 
hands moved up and down. 

They got off at the incline and took the 
old road up the mountain side. The girl 
had on a black silk dress and white waist, 
with straps over the shoulders. She 
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weighed about 120 pounds. 

Her demeanor was very solemn. The 
three boys—Crow, Reeves and Jones— 
boarded his car at different points along 
Market street, between Ninth street and 
the Western and Atlantic crossing. Two 
of them sat in front of Turner and his 
wife and one stood in the aisle near 
them, but none of them spoke to either 
Turner or his wife so far as he saw. 

At the incline, the boys got off first, and 
separated from Turner and his wife, who 
started up the mountain. His wife did not 
seem to want to go with Turner and 
leaned away from him, as she had done 
in the car. They did not smile while in his 
presence, but were very earnest and 
solemn, with Turner doing all the talking. 
He learned of the killing about 2:30 
o'clock, and identified the girl at Sharp's 
by her clothing. 

Mrs. S. J. Cope, the next witness for the 
state, said she lived at St. Elmo on the 
road leading up to the mountain. She saw 
a man and woman on her driveway on 
April 2, the day of the murder, between 
12:45 and 1 o'clock. The man was whit- 
tling with a knife, and he and the woman 
were much occupied with their conversa- 
tion. She said they wanted to go up the 
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mountain, and she told them to go back, 

and directed them to the road. She was a 
nice looking young woman, and had on a 
white hat with red flowers. She did no 
talking. Mrs. Cope identified Turner as 
the man she saw that day, and said that 
something told her they were not up to 
anything good as they went away to- 
gether. 

She said it would take from half to 
three-quarters of an hour to get from 
where she met them to the spot where the 
murder was committed. 

Mr. Perkins testified to seeing Turner 
and his wife on a car going to the moun- 
tain on the day the murder was commit- 
ted. 

George Kilgore, a motorman on an Al- 
ton Park car, identified Turner as being 
on his car April 2, the day of the murder. 
He got off at Incline No. 2. Turner 
seemed mad. Jones and Reeves were on 
the same car and they got off the car 
first, Turner and his wife following and 
going up the mountain junction road. 
Turner had on a checked brown suit and 
soft black hat. His mustache seemed 
about two weeks old. 

George W. Drinnon, incline station 
agent, said the prisoner favored the man 
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who was there that day, only he had no 
mustache. Three or four young fellows 
got off the car with Turner and his wife; 
they hung around there and then went 
back to the city about 4 o'clock. He iden- 
tified the dead girl at Sharp's as the one 
he saw with Turner. 

W. F. Maffett, the next witness for the 
state, said he lived at Cartersville, Geor- 
gia, and had known Turner and his wife 
about 6 or 7 weeks, having sold him a 
part interest in his business. He said Tur- 
ner had left Cartersville for Atlanta, Sun- 
day night previous to the murder, and 
came back through Cartersville Monday 
on his way to Chattanooga. Turner had 
told him on Sunday he was going to 
Georgia, and take his wife back to Ken- 
tucky, also saying he would cut her 
throat. He had threatened several times 
in his restaurant to cut her throat, but the 
witness had told him that was a danger- 
ous thing to do in Georgia. This con- 
cluded the testimony for the state and Es- 
quire Bork immediately held the defen- 
dant to the grand jury without bond. 

Each succeeding step in the trial was 
followed by Turner with intense interest 
and as one accusing witness followed the 
other, they were scrutinized closely by 
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the man they were tightening the coils 
around. 

Nervously but deftly, the long slim fin- 
gers stroked the very oriental mustache 
which adorns his upper lip, as the differ- 
ent links in the chain of evidence as to 
time and place were slowly but surely 
fastened together, grasping quickly at 
any bit of levity which entered into the 
proceedings, as a surcease from the re- 
morse that was only too plainly gnawing 
at his heart. The most dramatic incident 
in connection with the hearing, was the 
identification of Turner by Mrs. S. J. 
Cope. The lady had asked that Turner 
rise up, and after a critical examination 
pronounced him the man she had seen 
upon the mountain side, and the sugges- 
tion by Attorney Cummings that it was 
easy to identify a man after he had been 
pointed out, was met with the response 
that she had refused to look at him until 
she came upon the stand and had not 
seen him until the very moment she iden- 
tified him. The description also of the hat 
and clothing which the murdered woman 
wore, seemed to arouse in Turner the 
only touch of regret shown by him dur- 
ing the trial, although there were mo- 
ments of apparent meditation, when his 
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Tennessean, Tue, Aug 13, 1907, Page 2 


ED TURNER IS BOUND 
OVER WITHOUT BAIL 


Hearing at Chattanooga De- 
veloped Strong Evi- 
dence. 


Special to The Tennessean: 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug 12.——The ghast- 
ly details of the tragedy which occurred on 
the side of Lookout Mountain on the after- 
noon of April 2, in which the body of pretty 
Lillian Turner, the wife of Ed Turner, the 
Breathitt county alleged wife murderer, 
was found cold in death with an ugly knife 
wound in the neck, were related before Jus- 
tice Bork this morning at the courthouse. 

The chain of circumstantial evidence 
against Turner was so strong that Justice 

Bork did not hesitate to bind over the pris- 
oner without bail on the charge of murder 
in the first degree. 

Turner sat beside his attorneys, Cummings 
& Chamlee and E. L. Whitaker, and mani- 
fested a great deal of interest in the details 
as they were related by the witnesses in the 
case. At times his eyes, which are large, 








218 Newspaper Articles 


batted nervously, and at times he smiled at 
expressions more or less humorous in a 
most indifferent manner. During the whole 
proceeding Turner twisted his rather scanty 
dark mustache with his left hand. The de- 
fense offered no proof at the preliminary 
hearing, and no attempt was made at rebut- 
tal except by the cross examination, which 
was conducted by Attorney Cummings. 

The fact that Turner had threatened the life 
of his girl-wife was brought out by the tes- 
timony of W. F. Maffett, of Cartersville, 
Ga., a partner of Turner in the restaurant 
business in Cartersville up to within a very 
short time before the murder. Mr. Maffett 
swore that Turner had threatened to cut his 
wife’s throat several times. 

The testimony of George W. Drennon, 
ticket agent at the foot of the Incline, 
tended to show that J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves, the Atlanta boys who came here 
the day following the arrival of Turner and 
his wife, were not guilty of the crime and 
had no connection with it. Mr. Drennon 
said that these boys got off the Alton Park 
car about noon and hung around there until 
about 3:30 o'clock, when they got on a car 
bound for the city. 








Changed: "W. F. Moffett" to "W. F. Maffett" 


Newspaper Articles 219 


Mt. Sterling Advocate, Wed, Aug 14, 1907, Page 6 
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Atlanta Constitution, Wed, Aug 14, 1907, Page 4 


Stormy Dispute 
had in Jail. 


Turner Alleged Wife Murderer 
and Jones, of Atlanta, Dispute. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., August 13— (Spe- 
cial)—A rather passionate conference 
was held in the Chattanooga jail here 
between Ed Turner, formerly of Atlanta, 
who is held for the murder of his wife, 
Lillie Turner, on Lookout Mountain, and 
J. E. Jones, of Atlanta, who came here to 
testify in the preliminary hearing, but 
arrived too late. Turner made the claim 
that did not know Jones. 


“What made you kill Lillie?”, asked 
Jones. 

“You killed her yourself.” retorted 
Turner as quick as thought. 

“How can you say I killed her when 
you say you don’t know me?” asked 
Jones, and then added, “You know 
you killed her.” 

“You wouldn’t say that if you were in 
here,” answered Turner. 
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Breathitt County News, Fri, Aug 16, 1907, Page 3 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 17, 1907, Page 14 


STORY OF 
CHASE OF 
ED TURNER 


How Sheriff Shipp and 
Fred Frawley Di- 
rected Case 


Carefully Planned Out and 
some Clever Work Done 


By D. D. Edwards, Ex-Con- 
vict and Awaiting Trial 


On Charge of Murder in Local 
Courts—Great Care Exercised in 
Locating the Man—Correspond- 

ence in the Case not Heretofore 

Made Public. 


"The wicked flee where no man pur- 
sueth!" 








Pa 
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That old adage would not apply in the 
case of Ed Turner, the alleged Kentucky 
wife murderer, who is in the county jail 
awaiting the action of the September 
grand jury. 

Ed Turner did flee and many men pur- 
sued him like a hunted fox until he was 
entrapped. 

As has been stated, it required clever 
work too. And probably almost all the 
credit is due Sheriff Shipp, and his chief 
deputy, Fred A. Frawley. At this end of 
the line, they sent directions to the other 
end where a heartbroken, anxious old 
mother was, like the “minute men” of the 
revolution, ready to act at a moment's 
notice to give any information that would 
lead to the capture of the man who so 
cruelly snatched from her bosom her 
brightest jewel. Then there was D. D. 
Edwards, the former Kentucky boy, who 
was acting as a detective under the in- 
structions of Sheriff Shipp. 

But there was another, a Mr. A 
The real name of this person has never 
been divulged to the public. Turner told a 
Chattanooga News reporter that it was 
Sid Cole, a man who lived on the place 
of Turner’s brother-in-law, George 
Combs, who gave him away, and that 
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Cole was to receive $50 for the job. 
However that may be, the readers of 
The Chattanooga News will have to be 
content with the statement that it was Mr. 

, who was the real sleuth and 
who made the crooked paths straight and 
cleared the way for landing Turner right 
into the hands of the officers. 


Some Interesting Correspondence. 

For the first time, The Chattanooga 
News is prepared to give some of the 
most interesting correspondence which 
passed between Sheriff Shipp and D. D. 
Edwards. It was a happy thought for 
Sheriff Shipp when he learned that Ed- 
wards, an ex-convict himself, and a 
young man who is now awaiting trial in 
the local courts for the killing of a negro 
switchman here, had been reared in [the] 
wilds of Breathitt county and knew the 
Turners. The sheriff was afraid to trust 
the officers of that section. The Turner 
family is a very large one and is well 
known in several Kentucky counties. 

But it remained for the sheriff and the 
mother of the murdered girl, Mrs. Lou 
Burcham, to furnish the missing link, and 
a Mr. , one of the most promi- 
nent citizens of that section, became the 
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missing link. He knew the whereabouts 
of Turner and watched his every move- 
ment. 

Mrs. Burcham knew Mr. and 
she knew that his sympathies were with 
her. She could depend upon him, and she 
did so. She is a poor, feeble old woman, 
as expressed in the sheriff’s letter of in- 
structions to Edwards, but she left her 
home in Frozen Creek, back in the 
mountains of Breathitt county, and made 
her home wherever she could, in the little 
settlement of Fillmore, Lee county. 
There, she got in touch with Mr. 

and finally Mr. Edwards intro- 
duced himself to her, presenting to her a 
letter of introduction from the sheriff, 
which is given herewith. 

It was a winning card. 

At this little conference the die was cast. 
Ed Turner was henceforth to be captured 
as the spider takes into his embrace, the 
careless fly. Before leaving the city, how- 
ever, for the Kentucky mountains, Ed- 
wards was armed with a letter of instruc- 
tions given by the sheriff. This letter, it 
will be seen, is dated June 20, and about 
that time Edwards boarded a train for 
Nicholasville, Ky., and from there to the 
scene of Turner's movements. 
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Letter of Instructions. 
The letter follows: 
Chattanooga, Tenn., June 20, 1907. 
D. D. Edwards, City. 

Dear Sir—Go to Nicholasville, on 
the C. S. road, change cars for Beat- 
tyville, Lee county, work your way 
into a country postoffice in that county 
called Filmore. Near this place, is 
stopping an old woman by the name 
of Lou Bircham, the mother of the girl 
whom Turner killed. 

She is a poor old woman and makes 
her home wherever she can get a place 
to stop. If you could find, in some 
way, where she is stopping and ar- 
range to go there for a meal or night 
and make yourself known to her, she 
can tell you whom you can safely co- 
operate with. 

Talk with her about Mr. If 
he should be all right and the character 
of man he is represented to be, then he 
is the man you should see next, and he 
can aid you in capturing the man we 
want. He is called by his neighbors 
and relatives “Ned” Turner. 
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It is said he has a sister in Estill 
county. He has a brother, George 
Turner, at Shoulder Blade post office, 
in Breathitt county, and has relatives 
in several adjoining counties. The 
murdered girl has a sister, Mrs. Mol- 
son Maloney, living at Rose Fork post 
office. 

Write me from time to time, when 
you have anything to communicate, 
and mail your letters on the train. 

Address letters to J. F. Shipp, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. I hope you will do ev- 
erything in your power to land this 
man. The reward is $200, which you 
can agree to split up with those who 
aid you in landing him. 

Yours very truly, 
J. F. Shipp. 


An Interesting Answer. 

It was not long, only about a week, 
when Sheriff Shipp received a reply from 
Edwards. It is a most interesting docu- 
ment, and shows the manner in which 
Edwards and the mother of Lillian 
Turner and Mr. drove Turner 
into the trap. It is as follows: 
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Capt. J. F. Shipp, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 
June 26, 1907 

My dear friend:—I arrived at Fil- 
more all O. K., and after staying 
around town for a few days, locating 
Lou Bircham, the mother of the mur- 
dered girl, I picked my chance and 
made myself known to her, which 
seemed to have the desired effect of 
gaining her confidence. She gave me 
what information I needed, and also 
made me acquainted with Mr. - 
___, who, indeed, is one of the most 
intelligent men of Filmore. He told me 
that if Turner was in the county, he 
was stopping at his brother-in-law's on 
Miller's creek: so, with this informa- 
tion, I went to Miller's creek and spent 
last Saturday night, Sunday and Sun- 
day night there. I slept most of Sunday 
night in a barn near the house of 
George Combs, a relative of the Turn- 
ers. I did not mean to go to sleep, but I 
had walked all day Saturday and was 
up all Saturday night. I went near the 
house of Combs about five o'clock 
Saturday evening and watched until I 
saw three persons come to the house, 
apparently from work. I went to the 
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house and asked for lodging for the 
night. Combs said I was welcome, if I 
could stand his fare. I said I guess 
your fare is not any worse than that of 
the warden where I had been staying 
for the past few years. He bade me 
walk in and immediately began the 
prison subject. I told him all about the 
prison, he finally asking me who I 
knew there. He called the names and I 
told him if I knew them. I told him all 
about three or four fellows whom he 
knew that were in the penitentiary. Fi- 
nally he asked: “Did you ever know a 
fellow by the name of Ned Turner 
there?’ I said: “There were several 
Turners there, but I did not think I 
knew one by the name of Ned.’ He 
then asked me what the given names 
of the Turners I knew were. I named 
three or four and then said that I knew 
a little Christian Endeavor boy there 
by the name of Turner, but I could not 
think of his given name to save me. 
He asked if it was Ed. ‘Yes,’ said I, 
‘that's it.” Combs then very confiden- 
tially told me all he knew about Ed 
since the latter got out of prison. He 
said Ed stayed three nights at his 
home about the first of May. I haven't 
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space to write all of our conversation 
—however, he put me up in the loft 
about nine o'clock to bed. I overheard 
him say that he must take something 
to eat to some one, but I did not catch 
the name, so I had resolved to watch 
him when he took it. After he went 
back down the ladder from putting me 
to bed, he went into the kitchen. I was 
watching him from the hole in the loft 
and I saw him slip into the kitchen 
with a basket in one hand and a brass 
lamp in the other. He set the lamp 
down by the front door and very cau- 
tiously opened the door and went out. 
I said to myself: ‘Now I will land my 
man!’ 1 had taken off none of my 
clothes except my shoes, so I took the 
shoes in my hand and as silently as a 
mouse crept down the ladder and in a 
short time I was outside with my 
shoes in one hand and my special 
grasped with the other. I boasted my- 
self of being a great sleuth. Combs led 
me to a cabin in a big deep hollow. I 
said to myself: ‘Now, Ed Turner, I 
have you.’ | went up to the window 
just as an old man was lighting a 
lamp. I heard Combs say that he 
would have come sooner but for a fel- 
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low that was stopping at his house for 
the night. I cannot write all in detail, 
but from the conversation between 
Combs and the old man I concluded 
that Turner was not in the county at 
that time. However, I stayed until 
Monday noon and found out many in- 
teresting things in regard to Turner 
which will be of great benefit to us 
and, as I told you, I will go over to 
Middlesboro and get a job there, but 
before I go I will post your people 
here, as I believe from the information 
I have, that it will not be long before 
he will come back to his brother's-in- 
law. I will stay around Middlesboro 
for several days and keep you posted 
from time to time, I believe we are on 
the right track. 
Your friend forever, 
DDE, 


Was Turner Disguised? 

In this letter, Edwards refers to the fact 
that George Combs, the brother-in-law of 
Turner, carried a meal to an old man with 
gray beard in a deep hollow near Fill- 
more. Edwards thought this old man was 
a moonshiner and was related to the 
Combs and Turner families, but the sher- 
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iff feels confident that old man was none 
other than Ed Turner, and that he shifted 
from that place to the house of Combs in 
order to evade arrest. 

Edwards, Mrs. Burcham and Mr. __ - 
____ set the trap, gave the officers the 
cue and thus completed their mission. 
Nothing was left for them to do but to go 
to their homes or about their business. 
This is the very thing they did. Edwards 
went to Birmingham, securing a flag- 
man’s position on a railroad running out 
of that city, and he was in that city when 
the news flashed over the wires that 
Turner had been entrapped and that they 
had been rewarded for their patience and 
vigilance in the man hunt. 

The story of the scene at the Combs 
home when the Kentucky officers caught 
Turner napping in the loft of the Combs 
home has been detailed in The Chat- 
tanooga News. 

To be Great Legal Battle. 

That Turner will be indicted on the 
charge of murder in the first degree there 
is no doubt. 

J. E. Jones, the Atlanta young man, who 
was with the Turners in this city on the 
day of the tragedy, and who arrived here 
too late to testify in the preliminary hear- 
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ing, will be here to swear before the 
grand jury. This proof will be given in 
addition to that which has already been 
introduced at the preliminary hearing. 

But the great legal battle will be at the 
bar of justice. Strong legal talent has al- 
ready been employed in Turner's behalf. 
The eloquence of the two Whitakers is to 
be heard on opposing sides once more, 
and the astute cross questioning of W. H. 
Cummings, and his partner, G. W. Cham- 
lee, will furnish a snap for the hearing. 

What the defense is to be is hard to de- 
termine just now. 

The interviews of Turner indicate that he 
will attempt to shift the killing upon 
Jones and it has also said that the defense 
will try to show that pretty Lillian Turner 
took her own life. 








Note: 
1. The “mystery person's” name is represented 
by “Mr.” 


2 
@ 37.88043, -84.57297 
3. Rose Fork/Rosefork, is in Wolfe Co, KY, 
@ 37.70078, -83.33442 
4. Fillmore is in Lee Co, KY, 
@ 37.60242, -83.55060 
5. Middlesboro is in Bell Co, KY, 
@ 36.60761, -83.72524 
Changed: “Bircham” to “Burcham’” 


Newspaper Articles 235 


Chattanooga News, Mon, Aug 26, 1907, Page 7 


ED TURNER OWNS 
KENTUCKY FARM 


WIFE-MURDERER WILL SELL 
THE LAND AND USE PRO- 
CEEDS IN HIS DEFENSE. 


EDWARDS SEES THE 
ACCUSED 


Ed Turner, the Breathitt county alleged 
wife murderer, who is in the county jail 
awaiting the action of the September 
grand jury, owns a bluegrass farm. 

It has been deeded to him by his brother, 
George Turner, or rather George Turner 
is the party in the first part in the agree- 
ment in which Turner is given possession 
of the farm. It is not known just how 
many acres the farm contains, but it is 
known that the deed which has been sent 
to Ed Turner to sign, that the farm is lo- 
cated on the Kentucky river. 

It is taken that the farm is to be sold and 
the proceeds devoted to Turner's defense 
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in the coming trial in which he is charg- 
ed with the murder of Lillian Turner, his 
girl wife. 

But probably the most interesting matter 
in connection with the conveyance of 
this farm to Ed Turner, is the wording of 
the deed which Ed Turner will sign and 
then have registered at the court house in 
Breathitt county. The deed describes the 
property as follows: 


"Lying and being in the county of 
Breathitt, state of Kentucky and on the 
Cotton Patch branch, a tributary of the 
Middle Fork of the Kentucky river, 
bounded as follows: to wit: beginning 
at the mouth of Mill creek on a water 
burch; thence up the point to the top of 
the ridge; then around the ridge with 
the top to the Grenall Spicer line; 
thence with said Spicer line to the 
Isaac Short line; thence with the said 
Isaac Short line to the John Short line; 
thence with the said John Short line to 
the river; thence with the meanders of 
the river to the beginning. Said Ed 
Turner heired said land out of his fa- 
ther's (William Turner, deceased) es- 
tate." 
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Note: 
1. The Middle Fork of Kentucky River & 


Mill Creek meet near coords: 37466630, 


-83.472215 
2. “burch” should be “birch” 
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Chattanooga Star, Mon, Aug 26, 1907, Page 8 


TURNER WILL 
HAVE MONEY 
FOR DEFENSE 


Gets $300 from Land 
he Owned in Kentucky 


OLD STYLE DESCRIPTION 
USED IN DEED SENT HIM 


Brother in Breathitt County For- 
wards Another $50 to Alleged 
Murderer, who Continues, Ap- 
parently, in Best of Spirits at 
County Jail. 


Ed Turner, who is confined in the 
Hamilton county jail, to await trial on 
the charge of murdering his wife, Mrs. 
Lillie Turner, received another $50 from 
home this morning, making the third re- 
mittance for a like amount since his in- 
carceration began. 

Doubt as to where the ex-feudist would 
secure money to defray the expenses of 
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his trial, was dispelled this morning 
when the noted prisoner received a deed 
to his tract of land in Breathitt county, 
Ky., with a letter instructing him to sign 
the document. The deed is made out in 
favor of his brother, George Turner, and 
shows that Ed Turner will received $300 
in return. The land is described by the 
old-time metes and bounds system, 
which has gone out of use in this section 
of the country. Following is a verbatim 
copy of this portion of the deed of con- 
veyance: 

"In the county of Breathitt, state of 
Kentucky, and on the Cotton Patch 
Branch, a tributary of the middle fork 
of the Kentucky river. Bounded as 
follows, to wit: Beginning at the 
north of Mill creek on a water burch, 
thence up the point to the top of the 
ridge, thence around the ridge with 
the top to the Gramwell Spicer line, 
thence with said Spicer line to Isaac 
Short line; thence with said Isaac 
Short line to John Short line; thence 
with said John Short line to the river; 
thence with the meanders of the river 
to the beginning. Said Ed Turner 
heired said land out of his father's 
(William Turner, deceased) estate." 
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Note: “burch” should be “birch” 
Changed: “another $850” to “another $50,” to 
agree with the rest of the articles. 
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Courier-Journal, Wed, Aug 28, 1907, Page 8 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Mon, Sep 9, 1907, Page 2 


WITNESSES AGAINST TURNER 


Georgians Arrive in City to Appear 
before Grand Jury. 


The many witnesses upon whom the 
state mainly depends for the evidence the 
prosecution hopes will convict Ed Turner 
of wife murder, will be the first before 
the grand jury when it convenes this 
morning. Those who live out of town and 
have been subpoenaed by the state, ar- 
rived last night. Turner now seems to re- 
alize that his situation is becoming a seri- 
ous one. Life in jail has told on him and 
he has lost his air of haughty reticence 
which characterized him after his return 
from the mountains of Kentucky. In the 
opinion of his jailers, he has weakened, 
and that when arraigned for his trial, he 
may take the stand and tell all, in hope 
that such action will temper the action of 
the court. 

W. F. Maffett, who sold a share in his 
restaurant business in Cartersville, Ga., to 
Turner shortly before he came to Chat- 
tanooga, will be the first witness before 
the grand jury. He arrived from Georgia 
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last night and called at the county jail. He 
seems to be sparing no efforts to contrib- 
ute his bit to the conviction of the pris- 
oner and came on at his own expense. He 
is firm in the belief that Turner commit- 
ted the crime of which he stands accused 
and is anxious to aid in hanging him. 

According to Maffet, Turner told him 
when he left Cartersville, that he was go- 
ing to find his wife and cut her throat. 
Maffit warned him against getting into 
trouble. He says that he is confident the 
woman had ceased to care anything for 
Turner after brutal treatment at his hands, 
and that Turner murdered her while half 
drunk. He says that he saw enough of the 
couple to know that the woman did not 
love the man and that she was merely 
waiting for a chance to get away from 
him. 

The two young men who followed the 
pair from Atlanta, Jones and Reeves, also 
arrived last night after being sent trans- 
portation by Sheriff Shipp. They were on 
the mountain the day the Turner woman 
was slain and it is Reeves whom Turner 
accuses of the crime. They will tell all 
they know of the life of Turner after they 
became acquainted with him and the 
events which led up to the murder and 
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Changed: “Maffit” to “Maffet” 
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Tennessean, Wed, Sep 11, 1907, Page 5 
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Mt. Sterling Advocate, Wed, Sep 18, 1907, Page 5 
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Chattanooga News, Fri, Oct 4, 1907, Page 12 


ED TURNER 
ON TRIAL 
FOR HIS LIFE 


Defense will Enter Plea 
of Hereditary Insanity 


ASK FOR CONTINUANCE, 
WHICH IS DENIED THEM 


NINE JURORS HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN DRAWN IN THE CASE 


After Exhausting Three Panels of 
Fifty Names Each—Will be a 
Hard Fought Case on Every 
Point. 


A battle royal began in the Ed Turner case 
this morning in dead earnest. Up to noon 
recess, only nine jurors had been qualified 
and three panels of about fifty men each 
had been exhausted. 

The charge against Turner is murder in 
the first degree, as indicated by the ques- 
tions Attorney-General Whitaker pro- 
pounded to talesman. Chief Deputy Fred 
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A. Frawley, of the sheriff's force, is mark- 
ed as the prosecutor. The Attorney-general 
is being assisted by Attorney Joe V. Wil- 
liams and Cummings & Chamlee and At- 
torney E. L. Whitaker are representing the 
defendant. 

The stubborn fight was commenced by 
the defense this morning, when Attorney 
Cummings made a motion for a continu- 
ance, and when it was indicated that the 
defense would be based on a plea of 
hereditary insanity. Mr. Cummings stated 
that because of the heavy dockets in all 
three of the courts, none of them had been 
able to get away and get witnesses and de- 
positions from the mountains of Kentucky. 
During the discussion by Mr. Cummings, 
that gentleman and the attorney-general 
became involved in a little tilt, when the 
attorney-general said if the defense was in 
need of witnesses to substantiate the plea 
of insanity, there was one man in the crim- 
inal court room who had known Turner 
over two years and they could have him. 

“Yes, and you will not believe him on 
oath,” replied Mr. Cummings. 

“T have never said that,” was the sarcastic 
retort of the attorney-general. 

“Besides, he is right here in this court 
room, on trial for murder, and the jury is 
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here waiting to render a report,” remark- 
ed Mr. Cummings. 

The conversation referred to D. D. Ed- 
wards, whose murder hearing resulted in a 
mistrial this morning, and who acted as a 
detective in the Turner case. 

Replying for Mr. Cumming's plea for a 
continuance, the attorney-general said: 

“I do not understand that the applica- 
tion of the defense for a continuance is 
sufficiently strong, although I want to be 
understood as being opposed to cutting 
the defense off from all the evidence 
they can get in this case. They have 
done nothing to get witnesses or deposi- 
tions here, although they have had 
plenty of time, the case having been 
postponed three weeks before.” 

Mr. Cummings replied by saying that the 
indictment was found on October 2, and 
no depositions could be taken except by 
order of the court. He charged that the 
state could wait and no one would suffer 
but the defendant. He said the strong arm 
of the state could reach out into the moun- 
tains of Kentucky and bring witnesses 
here, but the arms of the defense are too 
puny to get the proof that could be had by 
a continuance. 

Judge McReynolds overruled the motion 
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for a continuance, saying that it was rather 
singular that the defense had been unable 
to get certain evidence from Kentucky, 
and besides, the attorneys for the defense 
have never indicated to the court that they 
want depositions from witnesses in Ken- 
tucky. 

The empaneling of “twelve men, good 
and true," to try the case, then began. 


The Nine Jurors. 
The nine jurors empaneled before the 
noon recess are: 

¢ R.H. Parker, motorman Chattanooga 
Railways company. 

e J.C. Thatcher, farmer, old Thirteenth 
district. 

¢ T. J. Cash, farmer. 

e J. P. Williams, tinner, 305 William 
street. 

¢ W.T. Shirley, jeweler, St. Elmo. 

¢ A. D. Catlin, president Chattanooga 
Machinery company, 612 Vance 
avenue, Highland Park. 

¢ George Flippo, regular panel, address 
not in directory 

e J. L. Welch, farmer, old Thirteenth 
district. 

¢ John Dent, farmer, near Hixson Sta- 
tion. 
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Probably very few times in the history of 

the criminal court of this county have so 
many panels been exhausted before a jury 
was secured. The case is of such impor- 
tance, its bloody details have been so in- 
delibly fixed in the minds of the reading 
public, and so much has been written 
about the case in the newspapers that a 
great majority of the people have formed 
an opinion as to the guilt of the defendant. 

It is rather interesting to watch the work 
of the selection of a jury to try a capital 
offense. The following gentlemen were 
excused because they did not believe in 
capital punishment or would not convict 
on circumstantial evidence: 

W. R. Weeks, John F. Carter, S. R. 

Edmondson, J. H. Price, F. A. Bandy, 

Guy H. Evans, J. E. Davis and E. H. 

Lockwood. 

The following had opinions by either 
reading the newspapers, hearing the com- 
mitting trial or talking to witnesses: 

G. B. Collins, William M. Nixon, F. P. 

Swick, J. A. Clark, John Yarnell, Jr., 

C. T. Durham, R. W. Clemens, John A. 

Sanders, O. R. Andrews, George R. 

Spillman, C. D. Clark, Geo. W. Nixon, 

J. N. Trigg, S. P. Pearson, Frank Steff- 
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ner, J. S. Bell, W. S. Holmes, W. B. 
Lee, S. W. Ohls, N. Dietzen, T. A. Mul- 
ligan, A. A. Judd, J. H. Atwater, J. H. 
Bankston, R. O. Carlin and Max Yudd. 
The following were challenged: 
Hugh Lowry, C. H. Rogers, G. S. Card, 
J. R. Wooten, C. P. Clark, J. C. Jones, 
R. H. Carswell, Jr. 
A great number were excused by the court 
for one reason and another. 


Expert Testimony. 

The Ed Turner case is not to be devoid of 
expert testimony on the plea of insanity. It 
became manifest in the court room this 
morning, that Dr. E. E. Kerr, who has dis- 
tinguished himself as an expert witness, 
will testify as to what his observations 
have been in reference to Turner's actions. 
An effort will probably be made to show 
that Turner is afflicted with a “brain 
storm,” which he has inherited from his 
ancestors, who, it is charged by the de- 
fense, were troubled in the same manner. 

Turmer is now standing trial for his life 
for the alleged murder of his girl wife, Lil- 
lian Turner, a pretty brunette, who was 
born and reared in the mountains near 
Frozen Creek, Ky. Her mother is Mrs. Lou 
Burcham, a poor woman, of that place, 
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Note: One person is referred to as both: ‘J. C. 
Thacher” and “A. C. Thatcher”. I don't know 
which is correct. 
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Chattanooga Star, Fri, Oct 4, 1907, Page 6 


WANTS TO SEE 
HER DAUGHTER 
FULLY AVENGED 


Mother of Mrs. Ed Tur- 
ner Coming to City 


WILL ATTEND TRIAL OF 
MAN CHARGED 
WITH CRIME 


Says Turner is Guilty and should 
Pay Penalty with his Life— 
Travels all the Way from 
Blood Breathitt to See Justice 
Done. 


The mother of the girl murdered on 
Lookout mountain by Ed Turner or 
somebody else, is scheduled to reach 
Chattanooga today. 

A dispatch to The Star from Lexing- 
ton, Ky., says that Mrs. Martha Bur- 
cham, of Frozen Creek, Breathitt coun- 
ty, passed through Lexington on her 
way to Chattanooga, to assist in the 
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prosecution of Ed Turner, formerly of 
Breathitt county, who is charged with 
having murdered his 16-year-old wife, 
Lillie Turner, last April, by cutting her 
throat. 


At Lexington, Mrs. Burcham said: 

"Ed Turner got my girl to go away 
from home with him and then mur- 
dered her. I think his life ought to 
pay for it." 

Mrs. Burcham can neither read nor 
write. 


According to the Lexington dispatch, 
Kentucky has a new version of the 
killing last April. Turner and the girl, 
according to the Kentucky story, were 
living in Chattanooga and went to 
Lookout mountain one Sunday to 
spend the day. Turner missed his wife 
finally, and went in search of her, it is 
alleged, finding her in the arms of a 
young man from Atlanta, Ga. Turner 
rushed upon the couple and killed the 
girl by cutting her throat. He fled, and 
was chased through Chattanooga. He 
kept running, however, and finally 
eluded his pursuers, escaping into EI- 
liott county, Ky., where for more than 
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Changed: “Burchett” to “Burcham” 
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Tennessean, Fri, Oct 4, 1907, Page 2 


HAD SHOT AND KILLED 
ABOUT FOURTEEN 
MEN 


Self-Confessed Murderer 
Admits Being a Chronic 
Killer. 


READS LIKE FICTION 


Does the Story of Chatta- 
nooga’s Famous Pris- 
oner. 


Special to the Tennessean: 
CHATTANOOGA, Oct 3. ——— Without 
changing expression and speaking in the 
same even voice in which he had been an- 
swering all questions put to him, D. D. 
Edwards, on trial for the murder of Sam 
Brooks here a year ago today, admitted on 
the witness stand that he had shot, and as 
far as he knew, killed at least fourteen 
men during his life. 

Edwards is the most famous prisoner ever 
held in the Hamilton county jail. In De- 
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cember, 1906, he shot and killed a fellow 
employee of the Cincinnati Southern Rail- 
road here. He was tried shortly afterwards 
and the jury disagreed. About a month af- 
ter that trial Ed Turner, a native of 
Breathitt county, Ky., killed his wife upon 
the side of Lookout Mountain in this city 
and escaped, making his home in Ken- 
tucky. The sheriff of this county wanting 
some one to capture Turner and knowing 
Edwards to be a native of the same 
county, released him from custody with- 
out bail and put him on the track of the 
wife murderer. 

After a chase through West Virginia, Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, and the mountains of his 
native county, Edwards ran [Turner] to 
cover in Breathitt county, and succeeded 
in arresting and bringing him back to 
Chattanooga. Edwards immediately gave 
himself up again, but was released with- 
out bail by the sheriff upon promise to 
show up when his trial was reached by the 
courts. 

Edwards obtained a position in Birming- 
ham, Ala., where he said he stayed until 
notified of his case coming up here. 

Then he came to Chattanooga. His case 
was called today, and the state was almost 
unable to prove he had killed Brooks until 








Newspaper Articles 259 


Edwards took the stand in his own behalf. 
Under cross examination by Attorney- 
General Whitaker he admitted having 
killed other men and having served a five- 
year term in the Kentucky penitentiary for 
killing the superintendent of the Black 
Raven Coal Company of Chicago, after 
that party had shot him three times. When 
pressed as to how many men he had shot 
he replied about fourteen, and when he 
came off the witness stand laughingly said 
it might be twenty-five as far as he re- 
membered. 

He could give no names or dates, how- 
ever, as to where he had killed them other 
than in the riots accompanying the A. R. 
U. strike in Chicago several years ago and 
in the feuds in Breathitt county, Ky. His 
case went to the jury tonight, and it is still 
out. 








Changed: 
1. “Taylor” to “Turner” 
2. “Whittaker” to “Whitaker” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 5 


IS TURNER 
PARANOIAC? 


Alienists Summoned to Testify 
in his Defense. 


NINE JURORS SELECTED 
FROM THREE LARGE PANELS 


New Panel Summoned from Country 
Districts—Newspaper Reports 
have Formed many Opinions— 
Kentucky Sheriff be Witness. 





Up to closing of criminal court yester- 
day afternoon, and the exhaustion of 
three panels in an effort to secure a jury 
in the Ed Turner murder case, only nine 
jurors had qualified and been accepted. 
They are the following: 

¢ R.H. Parker, 515 Cherry street. 

e A. C. Thatcher, farmer, old Thir- 
teenth district. 

¢ T. J. Cash, farmer, north of river. 

e J. P. Williams, tinner, 305 William 
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street. 

¢ W.T. Shirley, jeweler, St. Elmo. 

¢ A. D. Catlin, president Chattanooga 
Machinery company, 612 Vance ave. 

* George Flippo, farmer. 

e J. L. Welch, farmer, near Retro. 

¢ John Dent, farmer, near Hixon. 





The first uneasiness noticed in the de- 
meanor of Ed Turner, the alleged mur- 
derer of his wife, Lillie Turner, when he 
was witnessing the slow process of se- 
curing the jury to try him yesterday, was 
when Sheriff D. C. Bailey, of Lee coun- 
ty, Kentucky, entered the court room. 

Mr. Bailey is a man who would attract 
the attention of a stranger. His face is 
that of a man who has faced and over- 
come dangers and braved the desperate 
characters his official duties require him 
to capture and prosecute. Tall, slender 
and swarthy, he looks the athlete. His 
dark eye is keen and direct. Ed Turner 
was not the only one who saw this Ken- 
tucky sheriff enter the court room yester- 
day. He divided attention with the pris- 
oner at the bar, but Turner was the only 
one to whom report that the officer 
would be a witness in the case occasion- 
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ed any unusual interest. 

Mr. Bailey is here to testify for the state. 
It is rumored that he will tell of a confes- 
sion of guilt made to him by Turner at 
the time of the latter’s capture in the fast- 
ness of Kentucky. 

Nine jurors have been selected of the 
twelve that will try this great murder 
case. They were locked up last night and 
received a task of an experience that will 
continue possibly for more than a week. 
The remaining three will likely be secur- 
ed early today and the trial will be on. 

The state is ready, and from both the of- 
fice of the attorney-general and that of 
the sheriff, it is announced that the prose- 
cution is prepared to make a determined 
fight for conviction of first degree mur- 
der. No eye witnesses of the crime have 
ever been found, but the men who last 
saw Lillie Turner alive and in the com- 
pany of her husband are here, ready to 
testify. All witnesses who were at the 
coroner’s inquest are on hand now. 

It was announced last night that the one 
remaining witness wanted had left At- 
lanta for this city and would answer in 
court this morning. It is Mrs. Fanny War- 
ren, she who kept the boarding house 
where Ed Turner and his wife lived while 








Newspaper Articles 263 


in Atlanta. The experiences of the mur- 
dered woman while there will be detailed 
by this witness. According to report, her 
testimony will have material bearing up- 
on the relations existing between Turner 
and his wife. 

The defense has summoned Dr. J. W. 
MacQuillan and Dr. E. E. Kerr as expert 
alienists to testify relative to the mental 
condition of Turner. Announcement has 
already been made that the defense will 
rely largely upon a plea of insanity to 
clear the accused. Just what variety of in- 
sanity it is, from which Ed Turner is a 
sufferer—whether emotional, paranoia, 
or some other—has not been indicated. 
Some interesting testimony on the sub- 
ject is guaranteed by the presence of the 
two well-known physicians as expert 
witnesses. 

The trial commenced yesterday morning 
in criminal court and right from the start, 
it was evidenced that attorneys for the 
defense would leave no stone unturned to 
get their client off, if not entirely clear, 
then with a penitentiary sentence. Imme- 
diately upon the call of the case yester- 
day morning, Attorney W. H. Cummings, 
for the defense, sprang a surprise upon 
the state by stating to the court that in- 
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sanity would be the basis of the defense, 
and moved for a continuance in order to 
give them sufficient time in which to 
prepare for trial. 

The court room was crowded, for be- 
sides the panel of 100 jurors summoned 
from which to draw the jury, there were 
throngs of interested spectators crowding 
the railing, occupying every chair and all 
anxious to secure a point of vantage from 
which to hear the proceedings, for one 
and all realized the trial would be a battle 
royal. 

The prisoner himself was the center of 
attraction, and every spectator tried to 
get a look at him as he sat behind his 
counsel, Col. E. L. Whitaker, W. H. 
Cummings and George W. Chamlee. He 
had just had a fresh shave, and was 
neatly dressed with his mustache curled 
very carefully. Notwithstanding his stay 
of several weeks in the jail, he still had 
plenty of color, and unless pointed out, 
could hardly be taken for the man on trial 
for his life. Only the prisoner's restless 
eyes gave any indication of the close in- 
terest with which he was following the 
proceedings. It was rarely that he looked 
directly at any one, but when he did, the 
singular brilliancy of his wonderful eyes 








Newspaper Articles 265 


was at once noticeable. 

Sheriff Shipp is taking no chances for an 
escape, and all during the hearing yester- 
day, Deputy Sheriff Chadwick occupied 
a chair immediately behind the prisoner. 
There was also a considerable sprinkling 
of deputies noticeable throughout the 
room, but whether they were there by or- 
ders of the sheriff or just from curiosity, 
could not be learned. 

Immediately after the motion for a con- 
tinuance on the part of the defense had 
been overruled by the court, the work of 
securing a jury was begun, and when the 
court adjourned in the afternoon in order 
to allow another panel to be summoned 
to appear this morning, there were still 
three jurors lacking. There was a total of 
forty names in the hat when the drawing 
commenced in the morning, and but nine 
jurors had been secured when these were 
exhausted. A second panel was drawn of 
twenty, but these added none to the jury 
box, making nine secured when court ad- 
journed for dinner. A third panel of 
twenty-three was drawn after the noon 
adjournment, but these were all disquali- 
fied or challenged and at 3 o’clock, after 
the remainder of the first hundred were 
also thrown out, court adjourned until 9 
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o'clock this morning, leaving three jurors 
lacking. 

A majority of the veniremen summoned 
yesterday were from the city, and when 
court adjourned, Judge McReynolds in- 
structed Chief Deputy Frawley to draw 
another panel of one hundred and “get as 
many as possible from the country,” he 
added, for he has about decided it would 
prove a very difficult task to secure a 
jury from residents of the city. 

One thing very noticeable in the exami- 
nation of the jurors, was the very large 
percentage of those selected who had fol- 
lowed the case from the time of the 
killing up to the present time, every one 
of them stating they were positive from 
what they had read in the papers, that it 
would be impossible to reform their 
opinions. Owing to the large number of 
jurors examined, it was settled that a few 
should show up who did not believe cap- 
ital punishment, while not a few stated 
they would not convict on circumstantial 
evidence. 

When Guy H. Evans was called, he 
stated he did not believe in convicting 
upon circumstantial evidence, and in ex- 
pressing his opinion, drew a fine distinc- 
tion in classifying punishment. “I had 
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rather advocate positive rather than se- 
vere punishment.” he said, "but have no 
scruples about capital punishment in 

case the evidence justifies it." He ex- 
plained that he meant to say that he was 
more in favor of life imprisonment than 
capital punishment. 

The work of securing the jury dragged at 
times, but at others, there would be a 
spark of humor interjected that would 
create a mild rippled of laughter among 
those nearby, who could hear what was 
going on. 

G. B. Collins was the first called, but 
was excused by the court, owing to his 
being a resident of St. Elmo, familiar 
with the case. J. M. Dale, had a fixed 
opinion. Excused. William Nixon, form- 
ed his opinion from the papers and was 
excused. 

R. H. Parker, had read the papers, but 
had no opinion and was accepted. A. C. 
Thatcher, a farmer of the old Thirteenth 
District, was the second juror selected. 
Hugh Lowery, had an impression about 
the case which he could not change, and 
was excused by the defense. C. H. Rog- 
ers had an opinion and was challenged 
by the defense. F. P. Swick had talked 
with some of the witnesses and was ex- 
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cused by the court. T. J. Cash and J. P. 
Williams followed and were accepted, 
neither having cared or read much about 
the case. J. A. Clark had a strong opinion 
on the subject, and had talked to wit- 
nesses. Excused. John Yarnell, Jr., did 
not believe he could go by the evidence 
as he had a fixed opinion. J. H. Daven- 
port was excused on account of physical 
incapacity. 

W. T. Shirly was the fifth juror selected. 
He stated he was a bachelor and a free- 
holder as he kept house for himself. 

J. W. Upton, from the north end of the 
county, did not believe in capital punish- 
ment. He was excused by the court. E. T. 
Durham had read the newspaper ac- 
counts and formed an opinion. 

J. T. Burford, the lumber man, was next. 
"Are you married?" asked the attorney- 
general, "yes, sir," came the reply in a 
surprised tone. He admitted he lived on 
Lookout Mountain when at home, and 
that he had come home once too often 
Thursday for he was at once summoned 
for the jury, after he had gone to bed. He 
was challenged by the defense. 

John F. Center could not convict on cir- 
cumstantial evidence. Declared incompe- 
tent, after the attorney-general had asked 
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him if he could convict if the defendant 
admitted he had killed the deceased. This 
was excepted to by the defense as a hy- 
pothetical question, and the state chal- 
lenged to keep the record clear. 

G. S. Card was challenged by the de- 
fense. S. N. Tate, of Highland Park, had 
never been on a jury and did not want the 
experience. He was challenged by the 
defense. H. W. Clements had formed an 
opinion and wanted to tell what it was, 
but was saved the trouble by being ex- 
cused by the court. J. R. Wooden, the 
north end horse trader, was challenged 
by the state. 

A. B. Catlin, of the Chattanooga Ma- 
chinery company, was the next juror ac- 
cepted, making the sixth. He knew noth- 
ing about the case, had been away all 
summer, and had no conscientious scru- 
ples about hanging a man if the evidence 
warranted it. 

John A. Sanders had an opinion from 
reading the papers. He spoke very low, 
and Attorney Chamlee thought some- 
thing was going on he did not hear. Ac- 
cordingly, he wanted the juror to speak 
up. "Get over close to Chamlee." said the 
attorney-general, "and tell your troubles 
to him." Mr. Sanders said he might 
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change his opinion if the evidence sub- 
mitted was sufficient, and he was de- 
clared competent by the court, but the 
defense excepted, and he was excused. S. 
R. Edmondson stated he would require 
an eye witness for capital punishment. 
He was excused by the court. O. R. An- 
drews, the tailor, had fixed opinion and 
was excused. George R. Spillman, of the 
First National Bank, had an opinion, and 
in reply to the question stated he was 
positive someone was killed on Lookout 
Mountain. He was excused by the court. 
T. J. Samples was not a householder or 
freeholder, and was declared incompe- 
tent. C. D. Clark had a fixed opinion and 
the court stated that [since] he was in a 
rather liberal frame of mind, he would 
excuse him. J. H. Price had conscientious 
scruples about capital punishment and 
was excused as not competent. G. W. 
Nixon also had an opinion and was ex- 
cused. 

George Flippo, a farmer, was the sev- 
enth juror accepted. 

J. N. Trigg had an opinion and was ex- 
cused. Charles F. Minturn failed to qual- 
ify. C. P. Clark, the dairyman, was chal- 
lenged by the defense on account of his 
opinion. J. C. Jones, the furniture dealer, 
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also retired on challenge by the defense. 

J. L. Welch, a farmer from near Retro, 
made the eighth juror accepted and took 
a seat in the box. 

John Dent was the ninth. He is also a 
farmer from above Hixson. 

S. P. Pearson had formed an opinion 
from reading the papers. F. A. Bandy 
stated that while he had read the papers 
and had an opinion, they only gave one 
side, and he could change his mind if the 
evidence warranted it. He did not believe 
in convicting on circumstantial evidence, 
so was excused by the court. 

Frank Steffner was also excused on ac- 
count of his opinions. "Are you a relative 
of the prosecutor, Fred Frawley?" asked 
the deputy clerk, "Who me? No sirree," 
was the response. W. R. Weeks was chal- 
lenged by the state on account of his con- 
scientious scruples. J. S. Bell, Hill City, 
had read all about the case and had an 
opinion. E. R. Thompson could not qual- 
ify as he owned no property. 
W. S. Holmes had a fixed opinion from 
reading the papers. W. D. Hartley had no 
property and could not qualify. William 
D. Lee had an opinion from reading the 
papers. 

S. W. Ohls lived close to the scene of the 
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tragedy and was excused by the court an 
account of his opinions. H. Deitzen had 
an opinion. J. P. Jackson could not qual- 
ify. T. A. Milligan had talked to residents 
of the mountain about the case and was 
declared incompetent. 

Alex Scott also had an opinion he could 
not change. J. P. Chapman could not 
qualify. R. H. Carswell was challenged 
by the defense. A. A. Judd had a fixed 
opinion. J. H. Atwater had talked to wit- 
nesses in the case and could not change 
his mind, while J. H. Bankston had fol- 
lowed the case [so] thoroughly in the pa- 
pers, he already had his mind made up as 
to what ought to be done. George B. 
Adams was excused on account of his 
sick wife. J. E. Davis did not believe in 
capital punishment. R. O. Carlin had 
talked to sheriff's deputies about the case 
and was declared incompetent. 

Max Yudd saw several parties who had 
seen others who attended the trial and 
had an opinion. J. C. Williams could not 
qualify. C. H. Caldwell, excused on ac- 
count of bad hearing. E. H. Lockwood 
stated he would have to have a positive 
proof to hang a man and would insist on 
an eye witness. Alphonse Gass, excused 
on account of sickness. J. A. Willard had 
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a sick brother. George T. Balfour, chal- 
lenged by the defense. 

W. H. Lessley had an opinion and said 
"if what he saw in the papers was correct 
he would hang Turner." He was excused. 
T. W. Brown had an opinion from the pa- 
pers, and had kept up with the case. L. 
Lowenthal, Sr., excused on account of 
his age. James Pearson could not qualify. 
Charles Forstner had a partial opinion 
which he did not think he could over- 
come. A. J. Lauter did not believe in cap- 
ital punishment. J. Amster and W. A. 
Campbell did not answer to their names. 
E. E. Meredith had an opinion from read- 
ing of the preliminary trial. J. H. Brock- 
haus had followed the case closely 
through the papers and had formed an 
opinion. L. L. Fischer had read all about 
it in the papers. R. D. Smith could not 
qualify. H. J. Kendall had also read all 
about it in the papers. A. J. Aull had read 
about the case and could not change his 
mind. T. A. Selmar did not overlook any- 
thing in the papers, and had his own 
opinions. 

H. H. Williamson, the grocer, and A. C. 
Williams, both answered at the same 
time, were about the same size, and nei- 
ther were competent as jurors. J. C. 
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Changed: 

“Swich’ to “Swick” 

2. “Myntorm’ to “Minturn” (Charles F. Minturn 
: has Find-A-Grave memorial# 29372436) 
4. 


i 


“E. H. Carswell” to “R. H. Carswell” 
“Alfonse Gass” to ‘Alphonse Gass” 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 5 


(Another article on the same page as the previous one) 


SHE LOVED 
ED TURNER 


So Declares the Mother of 
Turner’s Wife. 


MRS. LULA BURCHAM TELLS 
SOME FAMILY HISTORY 


All Week She has been in City 
Awaiting Trial of Man Accused 
of Murder of her 
Daughter. 


“T loved Ed when he was at my house, 
most as much as did my daughter,” was 
the rather startling statement of Mrs. Lula 
Burcham last night, when talking to a re- 
porter for The Times. 

Mrs. Burcham is the mother of Lillie 
Turner, the young wife whose dead body 
was found on the slope of Lookout last 
April, after somebody had cut her throat 
from ear to ear. She is the mother-in-law 
of Ed Turner, who is now entering upon 
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his trial, charged with the murder of the 
young woman. 

Mrs. Burcham came to Chattanooga last 
Monday night. She came from her Ken- 
tucky home in response to a letter receiv- 
ed from Capt. J. F. Shipp, who deemed it 
desirable to have her here during the trial 
of the man who is charged with the mur- 
der of her daughter. She was met at the 
train when she arrived, and conveyed to 
the Burk hotel on Cherry street, where 
she has since been stopping, and where 
she was found last night by a reporter. 
Mrs. Burcham has not as yet appeared in 
the court room, but will, as soon as the 
trial is well under way. She may possibly 
be introduced as a witness for the state. 
Although it was early in the evening 
when a Jimes reporter called at her hotel 
last night, the old lady had retired, and it 
was only by resorting to a slight sub- 
terfuge that she was induced to come to 
the door of her room. Possessing the 
usual reticence of a mountaineer, she yet 
answered all questions asked her in a di- 
rect manner, using the mode of expres- 
sion peculiar to her class. 

From her appearance, Mrs. Burcham is 
about fifty-eight years of age. She is of 
medium height and large in form. Despite 
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her years, her hair is a jet black, and her 
eyes are almost as dark as a hue. Her face 
is round and full. 

When plied with questions, Mrs. Bur- 
cham told in her own way the story of the 
meeting, courtship, marriage and depar- 
ture from Breathitt county of her daughter 
and her daughter’s husband. 

"When did I first see Ed?" repeated Mrs. 
Burcham, when asked that question by 
the Times reporter. "Near as I can remem- 
ber, it was some time last summer, when 
he came and stayed with Sim, that's 
Simeon Kelly Burcham, my youngest 
son. You see, he met Lillie some time be- 
fore that at a dance on the Middle Fork. 
The first I knowed of him was when he 
came to see Sims." 

“What kind of a man was he? It was 
hearsay that he was no account, but then 
thousands of kinds of stories can be circu- 
lated about a feller. What I seen of him, 
he was a nice appearing sort of a feller. I 
loved Ed when he was at my house most 
as much as did my daughter. He'd come 
and stay with Sims off and on, and about 
the first of August or September of last 
year, they were married. Then they lived 
for a while in Middle Fork and Miller's 
creek with Ed's sister Liza.” 
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“About the first of December or January, 
I don't remember which, they went to 
Georgia. Before they went they made me 
promise to come and see them when they 
got kinder settled. I promised to come. I 
received a letter from them when they 
were in Cartersville, asking me to come. I 
started to get ready to come. I believe Ed 
had a kind of lunch counter like at 
Cartersville. I never heard from them af- 
ter that.” 

“When did I hear of Lillie's death? It was 
on the third of April. I received a tele- 
gram from somebody down here. Later, 
her body was sent home.” 

"Why did I come to Chattanooga? I don't 
know why I came. A man wrote me a let- 
ter asking me to come, and I come. Who 
did I come with? I came by myself, ex- 
cept the train folks, they came with me to 
Chattanooga. No, I hain't seen any one yit 
since I have been here. Only a man came 
to see me and told me the trial wasn't 
ready yet. Have I been to see Ed yet? No, 
there ain't no use. No, I'm not going to 
see him, not that I knows of. I don't sup- 
pose that he wants to see me." 

The only sign of feeling shown by Mrs. 
Burcham in the interview, was the repeti- 
tion of the statement that she loved Ed as 
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she did her daughter. [sic] 

Mrs. Burcham stated that her husband 
had been dead for some time, and that she 
had three children living, "Sims," her 
youngest son; "Mellison," a nick name 
for Malloney, and a daughter, Martha. 
"Mellison," she stated, farmed on a little 
plat [sic] of ground near their home on 
Frozen Creek, while "Sims" was em- 
ployed on the "public works." They were 
not coming to Chattanooga, "not that she 
knowed of." 

When asked to tell something of her 
daughter Lillie, for whose murder Ed 
Turner is on trial, Mrs. Burcham said that 
she had been a good girl and the posses- 
sor of a pleasant disposition. “Lillie was 
sixteen years old,” said Mrs. Burcham. 
"and would have been seventeen this 
coming November." 








Note: Lillies brother Simeon is also called 
both “Sim” and “Sims” in this article. Other 
sources call him “Sim.” 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 2 


TURNER CASE 
NOW ON TRIAL 


Jury Empaneled and Two 
Witnesses Introduced 


BOYS WHO FOLLOWED 
COUPLE 
ON STAND 


Tell of their Knowledge of the Tur- 
ners in Atlanta, of their Coming 
to Chattanooga and of the Events 
on the Day of the Murder. 
State’s Witnesses Nearly all 
Sworn in and Others will Arrive 
Monday. 


The remainder of the jury, which is 
now trying Ed Turner for his life, was 
empaneled about 10 o'clock this morn- 
ing, and two witnesses for the state were 
introduced before the criminal court ad- 
journed at noon until Monday. These 
were J. E. Jones and F. F. Reeves, the 
Atlanta boys who followed the Turner 
couple to this city from Atlanta, and 
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who were at the incline station for sev- 
eral hours on the day of the tragedy. 
Jones made a steadfast witness for the 
state, being the first to go on the witness 
stand. He was examined by Attorney- 
General Whitaker and he gave his testi- 
mony in a clear and concise manner so 
that he could be easily be understood. 
Reeves followed Jones and corroborated 
the evidence of his colleague in the 
main, all the way through. Reeves was 
examined by Attorney Joe V. Williams, 
who is assisting the state in the case. 
Both witnesses were cross examined by 
Attorney W. H. Cummings. 

Before these witnesses were examined, 
the state's witnesses were sworm in. 
Nearly all of them are present, while 
others are absent, but Sheriff Shipp, 
who is lending his assistance in the case 
and through whose effort Turner was 
captured, believes that he can have the 
other witnesses in the court room by 
Monday morning. One of these wit- 
nesses, W. M. Moffett, testified in the 
preliminary hearing that he heard 
Turner threaten the life of his wife at 
Cartersville, Ga., while Turner and Mof- 
fett were operating a restaurant at that 
place. 
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Besides Reeves and Jones, who quali- 
fied as witnesses for the state, Mrs. Fan- 
nie Warren, proprietress of one of the 
Atlanta hotels, where the Turners and 
Jones and Reeves were stopping; D. 
Bass and George Kilgore, street car mo- 
torman and conductor in charge of the 
car which carried the party to the moun- 
tain on the day of the tragedy and a 
number of others. 


Jones’ Testimony. 

Jones gave his age as 20 years, is mar- 
ried, and is a box-maker by trade. 

He told of having first met Ed Turner 
and his wife in Atlanta. He told of see- 
ing the body of Lillian Turner in Sharp’s 
dead wagon at the foot of the mountain, 
but had to give it up. The witness was 
asked if Turner had a pistol, but he said 
he never saw it. 

Jones went back to the hotel that night 
and saw Lillian there, and Ed Turner 
came in late. This was on Friday night. 
Saturday morning, Reeves and the wit- 
ness went back to the Germania hotel, 
but did not see Turner that day, but saw 
him Sunday night, when Turner brought 
the police up to the Georgia hotel where 
they had moved, and had them arrested. 
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They were taken to the station house, 
where someone put up collateral and got 
Lillie out, and Joe Warren put up $25.75 
and got Jones out. It was said in 
Turner’s presence, that Turner put up 
the money, the witness insisted. After- 
wards, the witness went to the Georgia 
hotel and Turner and his wife were 
there. Lillian told the witness she was 
coming to Chattanooga and wanted him 
to go with her. 

Reeves and the witness went to the de- 
pot, and Turner asked them to go to Ma- 
rietta with them. Both Turner and his 
wife wanted Jones to go with them to 
Kentucky, where they said they were 
going later. 


"Reeves and I went to Marietta on a 
trolley car and then back to Atlanta, 
where we took a train for Chat- 
tanooga," continued the witness. "We 
met Turner at the Union depot here, 
and he told us his wife went off with a 
man, and next day, we met Turner and 
his wife. We walked around awhile, 
and some one suggested that we go to 
Lookout mountain. Reeves and my- 
self went to get some whisky, and 
caught the same car on which Turner 
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and his wife were riding. We got off at 
incline No. 2, thinking that Turner and 
his wife would get off at the marble 
yard." 

“Some time after, I saw Turner catch 
the car coming to the city, and I ran 
down and caught the car, and asked 
Turner where Lillie was. He said she 
had come to town an hour ago. I got 
off and went back to St. Elmo, and we 
all came back and I looked for 
Reeves, and after I found him, we 
went back to St. Elmo and Deputy 
Sheriff Perkins had some blood- 
hounds there. I learned that Lillie had 
been killed and that her body was in 
the dead wagon. Mr. Perkins brought 
me back to town and I met Reeves. 
We were taken to the jail and returned 
to Atlanta on Thursday.” 

“T never saw Ed Turner any more af- 
ter he said his wife came to town.” 


Jones then told of a conversation he 
had with Turner in the county jail here, 
in which Turner denied killing Lillie 
and denied ever having known him (the 
witness). A tilt followed in which Tur- 
ner denied the killing and charged Jones 
with being the guilty party. 
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He then told about a story Lillie related 

to him in which she said Ed made her 
stay with a man in a hotel there and 
Turner did not deny it. 

On cross examination, the witness ad- 
mitted he had been separated from his 
wife. 

Lillie told him her name was Lillie 
Palmer, he said. 


Reeves Goes on Stand. 

Following Jones, came F. F. Reeves, 
the companion of Jones. He told all 
about the trip taken by himself and 
Jones and the Turners and a woman 
named Effie. He told of the woman 
named Effie having been robbed of $27, 
taken from her stocking and said that 
Turner was accused of the theft. He said 
that the woman was about to call for the 
police when Turner gave him $17 to 
hand to the woman. He said Turner also 
gave him a pistol to carry for him, 
telling the witness that he did not want 
to be arrested with the gun on him. The 
witness said that Turner threw the pistol 
in the river. He then told of the trip back 
to the hotel in Atlanta and also of the 
trip to Chattanooga. His evidence will 
be concluded Monday morning. 
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The Jury. 
The complete jury which is trying Ed 
Turner is as follows: 

e R. H. Parker, motorman Chatta- 
nooga Railways company. 

e J. C. Thacher, farmer, old Thir- 
teenth district. 

¢ T. J. Cash, farmer. 

e¢ J. P. Williams, tinner, 305 William 
Street. 

¢ W.T. Shirley, jeweler, St. Elmo. 

e A. D. Catlin, president Chatta- 
nooga Machinery company, 612 
Vance avenue, Highland Park. 

¢ George Flippo, regular panel, ad- 
dress not in directory. 

e J. L. Welch, farmer, old Thirteenth 
district. 

¢ John Dent, farmer, near Hixson Sta- 
tion. 

¢ Isaac Lewis, Soddy, driver. 

« W. B. Hixson, Hixson Station, 
farmer 

e A. Vandergriff, north of river, 
farmer. 

The challenges of the state were ex- 

hausted early this morning. 
Those summoned before the court as 
talesmen who were turned down either 
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by being challenged or excused by the 
court are: 
D. M. Elliott, W. D. Henderson, 
J. W. Levi, W. H. Lassley, J. D. 
Barnes, J. E. Evans, S. A. Gray, 
J. H. Meyers, A. M. Alexander, 
F. M. Harvey, Andy Metteson, 
J. M. Sexton, J. A. Lee, Byrd 
McWilliams and J. T. Raulston. 


During the trial, Turner’s ever-busy 
blue eyes were kept moving about over 
the court room in a very nervous man- 
ner. He has had a clean shave and 
looked as neat as a new pin. His con- 
finement in the Hamilton county jail has 
had little or no effect seemingly upon 
him. 

He wears his hair parted on the left side 

and his mustache, a dark color, is rather 
heavy and turns to a point above his 
lips. 








Note: There was both a "W. H. Lassley" AND a 
"W. H. Lessley” in the Chattanooga area around 
that time. 

Changed: 

1. “Moffett” to “Maffett” 

2. “A.” Bass to “D.” Bass 

3. “Vanderfriff” to “Vandergriff” 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 5 


ALL HERE FOR 
TURNER TRIAL 


INTERESTING GROUP 
OF KENTUCKIANS. 


Deputy Sheriff Bailey and D. D. Ed- 
wards Meet—Mother of Murder- 
ed Girl Arrives—George Combs, 

Brother-in-Law of Turner, May 
Come—Rumored Still that Judge 
Hargis May Send Squad. 


D. D. Edwards, the young Kentuckian 
whose murder hearing resulted in a mis- 
trial yesterday, met face to face for the 
first time since the capture of Ed Tur- 
ner, Deputy Sheriff R. D. Bailey, of Lee 
county, Ky., who with deputy Sheriff 
Rogers, brought Turner out of the garret 
of the home of George Combs,  brother- 
in-law of Turner. 

The meeting was in the criminal court 
room yesterday afternoon. It was [a] 
rather warm meeting, both men seeming 
very much gratified to see each other, 
but neither the one knowing the other 
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until introduced by Chief Deputy Fred 
Frawley, of the local force. 

At any rate, they met in a hotel in his 
vigilant watch for Turner and although 
they did not know each other then—that 
was the time that Officer Bailey got his 
information concerning the whereabouts 
of Ed Turner, and that was the time 
when Bailey got a photograph of Ed 
Turner. 

It is taken that Officer Bailey is to be a 
character witness for the State, although 
it may develop that he is an important 
witness for the State. He is serving un- 
der Sheriff Jas. P. Sizemore who, with 
Deputy Bailey, brought Ed Turner to this 
city, having met Sheriff Shipp at Lex- 
ington. 

It was stated yesterday, that George 
Combs, the brother-in-law of Turner, is 
coming to attend the trial, and it has 
been published that Judge Hargis, the 
celebrated Kentucky judge, is going to 
send a squad of men to this city to at- 
tend the trial and throw their influence 
to Turner, but such a thing has not hap- 
pened yet. 

One of the most interesting persons in 
the court room whom the eyes of the 
spectators have been fixed [on] all day, 








290 Newspaper Articles 


is Mrs. Lou Burcham, the mother of Lil- 
lian Turner, the murdered girl. She came 
from Frozen Creek, Ky., where Lillian 
Turner was reared. She had so much in- 
terest in the trial of the case, desiring, of 
course to see Turner convicted, that she 
came to attend the trial. 

She says Ed and her daughter lived near 
Frozen Creek for some time and then 
moved to Georgia. She was to visit them 
at Cartersville, Ga., where they were 
conducting a restaurant, but before she 
had made preparations she received a 
telegram which conveyed the awful 
news of the butchery of her daughter. 
She was a large woman, and her hair is 
as black as jet, although she appears to 
be more than 55 years of age. 

She says Ed Turner came to her home 
to see Sim, her son. He met Lillian at a 
dance. She says she cared a great deal 
for Ed when he was at her house and 
thought he was a fine fellow, then. 








Changed: 
“Bircham” to “Burcham’” 
“Rogers” Combs to “George” Combs 
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Tennessean, Sun, Oct 6, 1907, Page 2 


TURNER MURDER TRIAL 
ON AT CHATTANOOGA 


Large Array of Talent Pre- 
dicts Hard Legal 
Battle. 


Special to The Tennessean: 
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Oct. 5. —— 
The trial of Ed Turner for the murder 
of his wife on the side of Lookout 
Mountain, was commenced today in 
earnest in a criminal court. All day yes- 
terday the opposing attorneys fought 
over a jury and for an hour this morn- 
ing this fight continued until the neces- 
sary twelve men were secured. But two 
witnesses were examined today, but 
they told a story of depravity in Tur- 
ner's treatment of his wife that has 
never been equaled in the court room 
of this county. The case will be one of 
the hardest fought trials here for a 
number of years. The leading attorney 
for the defense is a brother of the at- 
torney general, and is a noted criminal 
lawyer. 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 4 


MURDERER’S 
CONFESSION 


Ed Turner Admitted Guilt to 
Kentucky Sheriff. 


D. C. BAILEY QUOTES WHAT 
HE SAID WHEN RUN TO BAY 


Brave Man with Nerves of Steel 
is Man who for Fifteen Years 
Dealt with Criminals in Blood- 
Stained Kentucky. 


D. C. Bailey, formerly deputy sheriff of 
Lee county, Kentucky, and the only man 
who possessed the courage to venture 
into the fastness of the mountains and ar- 
rest Ed Turner in the home of his friends 
and relatives, arrived in the city Satur- 
day. It is to Bailey that Turner made a 
confession of having murdered his wife, 
Lillie Burcham Turner, on Lookout 
mountain, and the former officer will 
take the witness stand against the alleged 
uxoricide. He will repeat the confession 
of the big mountaineer and tell of his 
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capture and arrest in the home of his 
brother-in-law near Batesville, Estill 
county. 

In appearance, Bailey comes up to his 
reputation as a fearless man and a good 
officer. He is not tall, but is of muscular 
build. He is as quick on his feet as a cat, 
and every move he makes counts for 
something. He is reticent and not prone 
to talk of his thrilling escapes from 
death, and his many arrests during his 
fifteen years' activity as an officer of the 
law in one of the bloodiest sections of 
the country. His eyes are grey, and dart 
from side to side as if constantly on the 
watch for some new danger, and when 
talking to anyone, he looks them directly 
in the eyes until the conversation is 
ended. The story of his capture of Ed 
Turner had to be drawn from him by de- 
grees, as he spent the evening at the 
county jail yesterday. 

Although Turner had taken refuge in Es- 
till county, Bailey showed no hesitancy 
in going for him. Starting early in the 
morning on horseback with three other 
men who were willing to run all risks, 
they reached the house of Combs, Tur- 
ner's brother-in-law, about 8 o'clock. 
None of the male members of the family 
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were at home, although Mrs. Combs and 
several of her children were seated on 
the front porch. Turner was believed to 
be sleeping in the attic of the house and 
the only means of entrance was through 
a hole in the floor. It was here that Bai- 
ley showed his "nerve" and was the only 
one of the party who would mount to the 
lair of the fugitive. Turner was known to 
be a desperate man, and there was little 
doubt but that he had seen them ride up 
to the house. 

Bailey first drew off his hat and shoved 
it cautiously through the opening. When 
this did not draw a shot, he pulled him- 
self through with his revolver in his 
hand. Turner had heard his approach, 
and as the deputy showed his head and 
shoulders above the floor, the hunted 
man leaped from his bed and reached to- 
ward a chair. The officer had drawn a 
bead on him, however, and Turner was 
forced to throw up his hands. Bailey’s 
companions then mounted to the attic 
and guarded Turner while he dressed. 
After he was hurried to the road and 
mounted in front of Bailey, the party gal- 
loped away. 

On the way to Lexington, where Turner 
was taken to meet Sheriff Shipp, the al- 
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leged wife murderer admitted to Bailey 
that he had killed his wife by cutting her 
throat. 

"I killed the woman, alright," he declar- 
ed, "because I found that she had been 
unfaithful. I had suspected her of not be- 
ing all she should have been for some 
time, but when I found her on the moun- 
tain that day with a man, I lost control of 
myself and cut her throat. The man got 
away, or I would have killed him, too." 
Bailey has had many close escapes from 
death during his term as an officer. His 
hat and clothing have been pierced innu- 
merable times with bullets from guns of 
the murderous mountaineers, but so far, 
he has never been so much as scratched. 
He resigned his office shortly after the 
capture of Turner to go into the grocery 
business, but he declares that it was not 
through fear that he made the change. 
The man who proved to be Ed Turner’s 
Nemesis gave an example yesterday of 
the ease and steady nerve with which he 
handles a desperate man. He was called 
upon early in the morning to aid Night 
Jailer Lowe in quieting D. D. Edwards, 
the alleged murderer, who became in- 
sane at the jail. The crazy man had at- 
tempted to take away the jailer's re- 
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Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9 


ADMITTED HE 
CUT THROAT 
OF HIS WIFE 


Alleged Confession of Ed 
Turner Told in Court 


TESTIMONY OF DEPUTY 
SHERIFF [OF] LEE [COUNTY] 


Witness Reeves Declares he Travel- 
ed same Direction as Turner 
Couple and Came to Chattanooga 
to See Sights—Several Witnesses 
Introduced by State for Purpose 
of Identification—Mother of Lil- 
lie Turner Declares Ed Threaten- 
ed Life of her Daughter. 


“On the way from George Combs’ house 
to the jail at Beattyville, Ed Turner admit- 
ted to me that he cut his wife's throat on 
the side of Lookout mountain. He said he 
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did it because he found her there with an- 
other man and he tried to kill this man, 
but he got away and then, Turner said, he 
turned on his wife and cut her throat in a 
fit of passion.” 

That is what Deputy Sheriff D. C. Bailey 
of Lee county, who, with another officer, 
brought Turner out of the scuttle hole in 
the garret of the Combs house, said on the 
witness stand this morning. While the tes- 
timony was being given, one could have 
heard a pin drop on the floor. Ed Turner 
never budged while this incriminating ev- 
idence was being given, but looked the 
witness square in the face. 

Turner showed no sign of emotion, even 
while Mrs. Lou Burcham, mother of the 
dead girl, bathed in tears, told of the beau- 
tiful girl and her marriage to Turner and 
the time they left home and visited the 
family three times after their wedding. 

It was a most affecting scene when Mrs. 
Burcham took the witness stand, but the 
defendant seemed to be not in the least 
moved by her tears excepting that his 
cheeks flushed a few times, but his ever 
vigilant eyes kept watch at the witness 
stand. At one time, while Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cope of St. Elmo, who saw the couple 
pass her house a short time before the 
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tragedy, was testifying, Turner whispered 
into the ears of Attorney Whitaker and 
then came the question and the answer 
that Turner thanked Mrs. Cope for the in- 
formation she gave concerning the right 
road to take up the mountain. 

It is understood that Turner will go on the 
witness stand and deny all connection 
with the case this afternoon at the close of 
the introduction of evidence by the state, 
which will be early in the afternoon. 


Witness Reeves’ Testimony. 

The hearing was resumed with the cross 
examination of F. F. Reeves, by Attorney 
W. H. Cummings. 

Reeves admitted that he had relations 
with Lillie Turner on the trip across the 
Chattahoochee river from Atlanta on the 
Sunday mentioned heretofore as J. E. 
Jones admitted on Saturday. 

The witness said the woman known as 
Effie, first said she lost $17 and then said 
she lost $27. Reeves said he went back to 
Atlanta with Effie and himself and Jones, 
left her at the steps of the Germania Hotel 
that night. Reeves knew nothing of the ar- 
rest of Jones and Lillie at the insistence of 
Turner. 

He told of going to Marietta on a trolley 
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car with Turner and his wife and Jones, 
and said he had no reason to go there ex- 
cept to see the town, as he had never been 
there. He denied that he went there simply 
to have relations with Lillie. He said 
Turner had never offered him $5 to come 
to Chattanooga, but he said he understood 
Turner gave Jones $5. 


Just a Sight-Seeing Trip. 

He said Turner had a $10 bill and he went 
out to get it changed, and then gave $5 to 
Jones. 

He said he came to Chattanooga to see 
the town—just the reason why he went to 
Marietta. 

“Don't you know nobody will believe 
such a statement as that?” asked Mr. 
Cummings. 

“T don't care, it's up to them,” was the an- 
swet. 

Reeves then denied having gone to Look- 
out mountain to follow Lillie, but just to 
see the mountain. He thought himself and 
Jones were on the opposite side in the car 
going out, while Jones says they were on 
the same side of the aisle of the car. He 
admitted that all had been drinking some 
before going to the mountain. 

After telling about the trip to the moun- 
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tain, Reeves said Turner came down from 
the mountain and crossed the street to get 
the street car. At first he did not know 
which way the car was moving, but after- 
wards said it was coming to the city. 


Identification Testimony. 

William Holland, assistant station master 
at the Union depot, did not positively 
identify Ed Turner, but said he was the 
man who was said to be Ed Turner, Mr. 
Cummings objected on the ground that 
the witness did not identify Turner. 

He said he saw a woman whom he recog- 
nized at Sharp's morgue at the depot at 
9:25 p. m. that night. 

He awoke a man in the general waiting 
room about 1:25 o'clock that morning and 
he was dressed in a light suit. He said the 
man was going to Kentucky. Mr. Holland 
saw two other men there, and one of them 
said, "there's Ed now." The man went 
walking toward the train, and the two 
boys followed him up, and then they all 
went out on the street. The witness after- 
wards said this man looked like the defen- 
dant except that the man did not have a 
mustache. On cross examination by Attor- 
ney Whitaker, the witness said he could 
not positively identify Turner. He went on 
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to explain that the lady he saw in the de- 
pot had red roses in her hat. He heard her 
say: 

“No, I don’t want to go now; I want to 
stay here.” 

The defense then objected to all the testi- 
mony of the witness, which was overruled 
by the court. 


Hotel Clerk’s Statement. 

L. B. Holloman, clerk of the Connor 
house in April, showed from his register 
that Ed Turner and wife and E. Kelly reg- 
istered at his hotel on April 1. He said the 
defendant resembled the man who regis- 
tered as Ed Turner. No woman was with 
Turner at the time the room was engaged. 
Turner wanted a suite of rooms, but the 
witness told him he had no suite, but he 
had a room with two beds in it. He said 
Kelly claimed to be a brother of Lillie 
Turner and then all three were admitted. 
The witness saw Turner and his wife 
come out of the room next morning. It 
was about 11 o'clock that night when the 
three parties went into the room. Attorney 
Whitaker objected to the testimony of the 
witness on the same ground as that of Mr. 
Holland, which was overruled. 
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Motorman Saw Girl. 

George Kilgore, motorman on the Alton 
Park car, on which Turner and his wife 
and Jones and Reeves rode to the moun- 
tain, remembered seeing the dead girl that 
day. On the car, he noticed Turner rise up 
in the aisle, seemingly in an angry man- 
ner. 

On cross examination, the witness said 
Turner was red in the face and he kept 
looking down on the woman and was 
talking abruptly to her. 

D. Bass, conductor on the same car, first 
saw Turner at Ninth and Market streets, 
when he and Lillie got on the car. He said 
Turner stood in the aisle and kept looking 
on the west side, near Eleventh street, 
near which point Jones and Reeves ran 
and caught the car. 

He asked Turner to sit down as there 
were several vacant seats. He said Turner 
was restless and he was speaking angrily 
to the woman, he thought. 

On cross examination, the witness said 
Jones and Reeves occupied seats in front 
of Turner and his wife. The witness re- 
membered that he testified in the commit- 
ting trial that Turner motioned for Jones 
and Reeves to get on the car. 
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Mrs. Cope Saw Turner. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Cope, who lives at the 
mountain road and Georgia avenue, St. 
Elmo, saw Ed Turner in her yard on April 
2. She then identified the defendant and 
said that on April 2, about 1 o’clock, she 
also saw a young lady with Turner and 
said she was dressed nicely. She was quite 
pretty. 

She asked them where they were going, 
and they said they were going up the 
mountain. They were going the wrong 
way, and the witness told them the right 
way. The woman wanted to go the right 
way, but Turner did not. Turner had some- 
thing that seemed to be a knife in his 
hand, which he was flourishing. They 
went on up the mountain road and she 
never saw them again. Mrs. Cope then 
said she was at the scene of the tragedy 
about three weeks ago, for the first time. 
She said one can get to the spot where the 
tragedy occurred several ways. 

On cross examination, Mrs. Cope said 
she thought Turner was whittling on a 
stick as they passed by. Turner thanked 
her for the information she gave. 

Being recalled, Mr. Holland said at the 
jail, Turner admitted to him that he re- 
membered being awakened at the depot 
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by the witness, but at first, Turner said he 
did not remember it. 


Admits Killing. 

D. C. Bailey, deputy sheriff of Lee 
county, Kentucky, who was one of the of- 
ficers who arrested Turner in the loft of 
George Combs’ house on Winters creek, 
in Estill county, told how Turner was ar- 
rested. The description of the capture has 
been detailed in these columns before. 

Bailey told of poking his hat through the 
scuttle hole to test Turner and then made 
Turner throw up his hands. 

Turner leaned over and said he was going 
after his shoes. Bailey let him dress, and 
then put the handcuffs on him. On the 
way to Beattyville, the witness said that 
Ed admitted he cut his wife’s throat, be- 
cause she did not treat him right. She was 
with another man on the side of the moun- 
tain, and he tried to cut him, but he got 
away, and then Turner said he leaned back 
and cut his wife's throat. 

On cross examination, the witness was 
asked if Turner told him anything about 
having his wife arrested in the room with 
another man, and the witness said he 
never remembered such a statement. 

The witness carries a black eye, the result 
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of having been struck by D. D. Edwards, 
Saturday night. 


Mother on Stand. 

Mrs. Lou Burcham, the mother of Lillie 
Turmer, appeared, bathed in tears, on the 
witness stand. She said her daughter was 
16 years of age. Lillie was married away 
from home on the middle fork of the Ken- 
tucky river. Mrs. Burcham never saw Ed 
Turner until after the marriage. She said 
they visited her three or four times after- 
wards. Her daughter told her of Ed strik- 
ing her on the knee with an umbrella and 
threatening her life on the Kentucky river 
bridge. She said her daughter's real name 
was “Calista Alifaire” Burcham, but she 
liked for Ed to call her Lillie. 

She was asked by Attorney-General 
Whitaker about the letters she received 
from Lillie, and she opened her purse and 
gave them to the attorney-general. 


Sheriff Shipp’s Testimony. 
Sheriff J. F. Shipp then testified as to the 
tracing of Ed Turner on the day of the 
tragedy and his going to the scene of the 
killing, where he found the body lying in 
the railroad cut. She had on a dark silk 
skirt, a white hat with red flowers, a waist 
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with straps over the shoulders, was very 
handsome and weighed about 130 pounds. 

Her head was almost cut off, the throat 
being cut almost all the way round. 

He sent the photo of Turner to Mrs. Bur- 
cham, who identified it. He told of the 
baggage of Turner which was left at the 
Union depot, which contained a letter 
showing that it was mailed March 22 and 
received the same day at Cartersville, Ga. 
The letter was addressed to Ed Turner. 

Attorney-General Whitaker then pro- 
posed to read the letter, which was ob- 
jected to by Mr. Cummings. The court de- 
cided to hold the letter for the present and 
the attorney-general said he proposed to 
show that the handwriting is that of Lillie 
Turner. 

Frank L. West, embalmer at L. J. Sharp’s, 
told of seeing the body of the girl at the 
point where the tragedy occurred. The cut 
in the throat was from ear to ear. He 
shipped the body to Kentucky. 

At this point, court adjourned until 1:30 
p.m. 
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Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7 


ED TURNER MUST 
HANG FOR CRIME 


Jury Found Verdict of 
Guilty this Afternoon 


DELIBERATED BUT AN 
HOUR ON THE CASE 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S MOST 
SCATHING ARRAIGNMENT 


Defendant Confessed on Witness Stand 
to his Bloody and Diabolical Deed— 
End of One of the Bloodiest Chapters in 
Annals of County’s Criminal Records. 


“Murder in the first degree,” was the ver- 
dict of the jury in the Ed Turner wife-mur- 
der case. 

The jury rendered this verdict at the open- 
ing of the afternoon session of the criminal 
court. It was ready to report before this 
time, and immediately after Judge Mc- 
Reynolds rapped for order, the jury filed 
into the court room. Turner displayed no 
emotion when the report was made, but 
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manifested the same stolid indifference 
when the jury announced that he had been 
found guilty. 

No notice was given by the attorneys for 
the defense that a motion would be made 
for a new trial, but it is understood that 
they will do so at the proper time. 

From the standpoint of criminal habitues, 
Ed Turner sprang a great surprise when he 
made a confession on the witness stand 
yesterday afternoon about 3 o’clock. It 
was, of course, the most dramatic incident 
in connection with the whole trial. The 
state had been welding a strong chain of 
circumstances, showing almost conclu- 
sively, that no one else but the defendant 
could have cut his wife's throat. The de- 
fense had indicated in the preliminary in- 
vestigation, that they would put it up to the 
state to make out its case and it seemed 
that there would be no admissions or con- 
fessions on the part of the defense at all. 
But there was no way to impeach the testi- 
mony of D. C. Bailey, the deputy sheriff, 
who said Turner confessed to him that he 
cut his wife's throat—therefore, it was 
agreed that Turner should lay bare the most 
horrible details of the crime, and show that 
a lack of training, a depraved mind weak- 
ened by hereditary insanity, a loathsome 
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disease contracted in early manhood and 
strong drink were all responsible for the 
crime. So, Turner, after being on the wit- 
ness stand for nearly an hour, came to the 
climax of all his testimony when he said: 
“T told my wife what a scandalous life she 
was living and she ought to let those At- 
lanta boys alone. I asked her to lead a dif- 
ferent life and with an oath, she said she 
would continue as she had been if she so 
desired. I lost control of myself and cut 
her.” 

Explaining further, he said he cut his wife 
one time and walked away. 


Did not Encourage Wife. 

Turmer denied all the allegations of the 
state that he had encouraged his girl wife 
to lead a life of shame. He denied that he 
engaged a room at the hotel here for his 
wife, E. Kelly and himself, and after his 
wife and the stranger had gone in the room 
about 11 o'clock that night, he went back to 
the Union depot to meet Jones and Reeves, 
remaining there until after 1:30 that morn- 
ing. He denied ever having been present at 
the "jubilee" across the Chattahoochee 
river from Atlanta when both Jones and 
Reeves said he cut the stocking of the 
woman, "Effie" and took $17 and after- 
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wards returned it. He denied ever having 
beckoned to Jones and Reeves to get on the 
car and go out to Lookout mountain. He 
said he and his wife went up the old moun- 
tain road in order to avoid Jones and 
Reeves. He denied ever having given Jones 
$5 to follow himself and his wife to this 
city. He denied ever having told Deputy 
Sheriff Bailey that he found another man 
with his wife on the side of the mountain, 
whom he tried to kill and, failing in this, 
turned on his wife and cut her throat. 

He stated that the chief of police of 
Cartersville had caused his wife to leave 
there because of her conduct, and she went 
to Atlanta. He was confronted with a letter, 
which was alleged to have been written by 
his wife after she had gone to Atlanta, and 
received by the defendant at Cartersville. 
Turner disclaimed all knowledge of the let- 
ter and asserted that he had received only 
one letter from his wife. The introduction 
of the letter raised a storm of objections 
from the counsel for the defense who held 
that a letter could not be introduced as tes- 
timony until identified. The attorney-gen- 
eral attempted to tell some of the contents 
of the letter, in which it is alleged Lillie 
Turner wrote her husband that she was 
tired of living such an awful life, and she 
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could stand it no longer. The letter was 
tuled to be incompetent testimony. 


Attorney-General’s Arraignment. 

¢ “You admit your wife and Jones were 
arrested in Atlanta?” asked the attorney 
general. 

° “Yes” was the answer. 

¢ “You admit Jones and Reeves went on 
the same car with you to Lookout 
mountain?” 

0 ONES,” 

“And yet, after you were arrested and 

lodged in jail, you denied knowing 

Jones who talked to you in the jail?” 

“T met several people in the jail.” 

¢ “You admit that you and your wife 
slept in a room where there was a 
strange man?” 

0 MNES,” 

¢ “You deny that you went back to the 
depot about 1:25 o’clock that morning 
to wait for Jones and Reeves?” 

e “Yes, I do.” 

« “You say you wanted to show your 
wife the sights about Chattanooga?” 

0 ONES,” 

¢ “And before you showed her the sights, 
you deliberately cut her throat?” 

¢ “Yes: I cut her throat.” 
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“You say you loved her so much that 
you put her in bed with a strange man?” 
“You say your mother is weak-minded 
and your grandmother died insane and 
yet you have not one here to testify to 
this?... How many licks did you strike 
her?” 

“One.” 

“And yet you nearly cut her head off.” 

¢ There was no answer. 


Knew not Right from Wrong. 

The attorney-general then took the pris- 
oner to task because he said he did not 
know he was doing wrong when he killed 
her. 

* “Do you pretend to tell this court and 
jury that you did not know it was wrong 
when you cut your wife’s throat?” he 
asked. 

“Not in my present condition,” was 
the answer. 

“T believe you say you contracted a dis- 
ease four years ago? Am I right?” 

“Yes; partly so.” 

“You were married September 18, 
1906?” 

“Yes.” 

“How long had you known your girl 
wife before you married her?” 
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¢ “One month.” 

e« “And yet you married her pure and 
holy, while you were befouled with a 
loathsome disease, and then you 
come here and attempt to tear down her 
character?” 

¢ “T didn't say that,” was the reply. 


Following Turner's testimony, the defense 
began to introduce expert testimony. Dr. J. 
W. MacQuillan was asked a hypothetical 
question almost half a column in length, in 
which he took the defendant as a man who 
had received no religious training, had 
contracted a disease at an early age, had 
become depraved by strong drink, had his 
mind fired with the conduct of his wife to- 
ward other men, had insanity in the family, 
etc., and asked the doctor whether or not 
such a man was sane or insane. 

Dr. MacQuillan replied that such a man 
was laboring under great emotional strain. 
He was asked if the defendant had powers 
of deliberation at the time he struck the fa- 
tal blow, to which the doctor answered that 
his powers of deliberation would be very 
much diminished. The doctor went on to 
say that about 80 per cent of the human 
family is sane. 

The attorney-general then took the expert 
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witness to task and asked Dr. MacQuillan 
if he had not learned a good deal since he 
last testified in the Meacham trial, when, 
the attorney-general said, the doctor made 
the statement that only 2 per cent of the 
human family are sane. 

Dr. MacQuillan said he was misunder- 
stood. He explained that he testified in that 
trial that only 2 per cent, are sound in mind 
and body. 

After some discussion the attorney-general 
asked the witness if he was sane. 

Judge McReynolds was sworn and he tes- 
tified that to the best of his recollection Dr. 
MacQuillan testified in the Meachum trial 
that only 2 per cent of the human race is 
sane. 

Dr. E. E. Kerr followed, and was asked the 
same hypothetical question. He defined 
such a person as Ed Turner as being a 
moral pervert and that he is not necessarily 
insane. 

Attorney-General’s Speech. 
Attorney-General Whitaker was at his best 
today in his argument for the state. Sel- 
dom, if ever, has there been heard such an 
arraignment in the criminal court here. Af- 
ter making the preliminary remarks, the at- 
torney-general painted a pretty picture be- 
fore the jury, in which he said: 
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“T see, in my mind's eye, in the moun- 
tains of Breathitt county, Ky., a quaint 
mountain home in which there is an old 
woman, a veritable woman of Israel. 
Sixteen years ago, she was nursing a 
baby girl. I can see that baby look up 
into the face of an honest mother—a 
picture of faith, chastity, honesty and 
virtue. That home was robbed of one of 
its jewels—the father was snatched from 
the bosom of that old mother, but virtue 
remained enthroned. The old woman 
had a well-kept mountain home. It 
seemed rather strange and unkind, that it 
became necessary for that old mother to 
hire her daughter out to assist in sup- 
porting the large family of children. But 
there was a serpent who trailed across 
the pathway of that innocent mountain 
girl. With the subtle gaze of the serpent 
and the devilish coquetry of a friend, he 
finally lured her into his treacherous em- 
brace while he was yet festering with a 
foul disease!” 

“He found her ten miles away from 
home: he married her in her fifteenth 
year, timid and reliant, and pledged her 
he would protect her as a man. After 
only eight months passed over that fair 
Kentucky bride, that beast in human 
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form, with the ferociousness of a tiger 
and the instincts of a brute, lured that 
bride to Lookout mountain and well 
nigh cleaved her head from her body.” 


The attorney-general, in his inimitable 
way, then attempted to tell why. He said it 
was not [a] brainstorm, and then proceeded 
to pay his respects to the doctors whom he 
termed alienists. In the course of his re- 
marks, he characterized Dr. MacQuillan 
and Dr. Kerr as oxen yoked up in a wagon 
driven by the defendant and loaded with 
women and bust-head whisky. He termed 
one of the doctors as bald-faced and the 
other as the little black bull. He said one of 
them made many a heave and bleated 
many a sigh, but the little black bull 
balked. He would not budge an inch, al- 
though he got many welts from the black- 
snake whip of the driver. 

Referring to the defendant, the attorney- 
general said: 

“A dog can love its master; he can look 
up and into the master's face and wag 
his tail. That is love of the animal kind. 
But this Breathitt county brute can love 
nothing. He loves like Jack, the Ripper, 
loved blood—even to the blood of his 
wife.” 
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The attorney-general then went into the 
motives of the defendant and charged that 
he induced Jones to come to this city that 
he might be the victim, but the defendant 
changed his plans. He charged that the de- 
fendant took the girl wife up the mountain 
to that lonely spot, that she might become 
his victim, and in all of his power, he said: 

“The finger of the Lord God Almighty 
points out the way to our womanhood, 
but may the curses of the Lord God 
Almighty be upon this defendant whom 
these alienists have termed a moral per- 
vert, forever.” 

“When the beast in human form cut and 
slashed his wife's throat five times, oh 
the angels of heaven must have leaned 
over the battlements of heaven and 
screamed and the Lord God Almighty 
pronounced an edict that the curses of 
the damned would be upon him and his 
seed forever.” 

“T am glad I can raise my voice and 
raise my hand for the protection of 
womanhood. I am glad Capt. Shipp, is 
sheriff of the county. Twice, he has 
raised his hand to protect the woman- 
hood of this country.” 


Mr. Whitaker denounced the defense for 
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the statements that the mother of the dead 
girl should not attend the trial, and with his 
hands upon her head, while she sobbed, he 
said she had a right to be there to hear the 
awful story of the butchery of her daughter. 
Mr. Whitaker closed with these words: 
“T leave it with you to decide this ques- 
tion for the protection of holy wedlock 
—let this beast swing between sky and 
earth that his seed may not be scattered 
upon the earth. He will die the death of 
the damned. I know it.” 


Speech of E. L. Whitaker. 

This was another time in which brother 
was pitted against brother in a famous trial. 
Attorney E. L. Whitaker, brother of the at- 
torney-general, made the second speech for 
the defense, following Attorney W. H. 
Cummings. He charged that there was no 
deliberation in the defendants acts. That he 
never would have brought his girl wife to a 
thickly populated place like St. Elmo or 
Chattanooga for that purpose. He charged 
that under the circumstances, it was impos- 
sible for Turner to deliberate. He referred 
to Jones as "Slimy Jones" and Reeves as 
"Hawkeye Reeves." He said the cut made 
by Turner on his wife was the cut of a de- 
mon, not a man. He charged that when 
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Turner discovered that his wife had be- 
come untrue, it was a tornado of unhappi- 
ness to him and exclaimed, "Oh, gentle- 
men of the jury, this is worse than hell!" 
He charged that wherever Turner went, the 
slime of Jones and Reeves followed, and 
they were right on his heels when the fatal 
blow was struck. Both Attorneys J. V. 
Williams and W. H. Cummings made 
strong appeals. 

Never was the criminal court room as 
crowded since the famous Julia Morrison 
trial. Among the listeners was a number of 
ladies, some of them Bijou theater chorus 
girls. 

The charge of the court was delivered 
about noon, and soon after the noon hour, 
the case went to the jury, which reported 
with a verdict of guilty this afternoon. 








Changed: 

1. “Wright from Wrong’ to “Right from Wrong’ 
2. ‘race are... to ‘race is...” 

3. “carried” to “married” 

4. “yoked up in...” to “yoked up to...” 
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Courier-Journal Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 1 


EDWARDS, INSANE, 
ATTACKS JAILER 


LAST WEEK SAID HE HAD 
KILLED FOURTEEN MEN. 


ED TURNER CONFESSES 
MURDER OF HIS WIFE. 


A Most Revolting Recital. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Oct. 7. —— D. D. 
Edwards, who admitted during his trial 
for murder last week that he probably 
had killed fourteen men, and who 
trailed Ed Turner, the wife murderer, to 
his hiding place in Kentucky, went vi- 
olently insane yesterday at the county 
jail. He suddenly pounced upon the 
day jailer and made a desperate at- 
tempt to secure his pistol, with the 
avowed intention of killing the jailer 
and himself. It required two men to 
overpower the maniac and force him 
into a cell. 
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ED TURNER CONFESSES. 


Tells In Open Court Revolting Story 
of Wife’s Murder. 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Oct. 7. — Ed Tur- 
ner, on trial in the Criminal Court for 
the murder of his child wife, Lillie 
Turner, today confessed his guilt, and 
said that he committed the crime be- 
cause his wife was untrue to him and 
defied him when he upbraided her for 
her infidelity. Turner told the story of 
his life from the time he was ten years 
old and a more revolting recital could 
hardly be imagined. He is a product of 
Breathitt county, Kentucky. In telling 
of the actual murder of his wife, he 

said: 

“T had the knife in my hand, with 
which I had been whittling and I just 
struck her and walked away after she 
fell.” 


Turner’s counsel are making a strong 
fight to save the prisoner’s life on the 
plea of temporary insanity. Turner has 
a bad record as a feudist in the bloodi- 
est section of Kentucky, and has 
boasted of his crimes. 








Newspaper Articles 323 


Chattanooga News, Wed, Oct 9, 1907, Page 2 


WILL ASK A NEW 
TRIAL FOR TURNER 


Attorneys Made Hard Fight 
for their Client—Chorus 
Girls Visit Turner at 
Jail Today 


Attorneys W. H. Cummings and E. L. 
Whitaker, counsel for Ed Turner, who 
has been found guilty of murder in the 
first degree for the killing of his girl 
wife, are preparing their petition for a 
new trial and will file it in a few days. 
The motion for the new trial will not 
be argued Saturday, the next regular 
motion day in the criminal court, but it 
will probably be argued at the next 
regular motion day following. 

Attorneys Cummings and Whitaker 
made a very hard fight for their client. 
In fact, no attorneys have ever waged 
such a battle to save their client before, 
in the Hamilton county courts. 

The speech of Attorney W. H. Cum- 
mings, of counsel for Ed Turner, on 
yesterday was a strong presentation of 
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the case. Mr. Cummings had a hard 
case to speak on and made the most of 
it. His defense of Turner was lucid, 
strong and logical, and it was evident 
from time to time that he made a most 
excellent impression upon the jury and 
that they carefully weighed the points 
presented by the able young lawyer. 
Mr. Cummings in every way, sustain- 
ed his reputation as one of the fore- 
most criminal lawyers at the bar of the 
State. 

This morning, a number of the chorus 
girls playing in the “Not Yet but Soon” 
company at the Bijou theater paid Ed 
Turmer a visit in the county jail. They 
talked to Ed and extended their sympa- 
thies to him, offering all the assistance 
possible. They also went through the 
jail and talked to many of the prison- 
ers. 








Newspaper Articles 325 


Atlanta Constitution, Wed, Oct 9, 1907, Page 14 


ED TURNER WAS 
FOUND GUILTY 


Verdict of Murder 
Was Returned 
by the Jury. 


TURNER MADE CONFESSION 


Ed Turner, of Breathitt County, 
Ky., was Charged with the Mur- 
der of his Wife on the 
Side of Lookout 
Mountain 


Chattanooga, Tenn. October 8.—The 
jury in the case of Ed Turner of 
Breathitt county, Kentucky, charged 
with the murder of his wife on the 
side of Lookout Mountain by cutting 
her throat. in April last brought in a 
verdict of murder in the first degree 
after being out only a few minutes to- 
day. 

On the stand yesterday, Turner con- 
fessed to the murder. He showed no 
interest in the verdict. 
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Tennessean, Wed, Oct 9, 1907, Page 9 


WIFE SLAYER 
GUILTY FIRST 
DEGREE MURDER 


Jury Finds Verdict Against Ed 
Turner, Chattanooga Murderer. 


Special to the Tennessean: 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Oct. 8. — “Murder in 
the first degree,” was the verdict returned to- 
day by the jury in the trial of Ed Turner for 
the murder of his child wife on the side of 
Lookout Mountain April 2, last. 

The trial was the most sensational heard in 
this county since the famous case of Julia 
Morrison for murdering her manager ten or 
twelve years ago. Eminent counsel were en- 
gaged on both sides and prominent alienists 
were introduced in an effort to show that he 
was a victim of insanity at the time of the 
tragedy. 

However, it was of no avail, for the jury was 
out but a few moments getting the verdict on 
the first ballot. The prisoner did not wink an 
eye when the verdict was read, and returned 
to the jail without the utterance of a word. 
Motion for a new trial will be heard Satur- 
day. 
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Interior Journal, Fri, Oct 11, 1907, Page 1 


(one about Ed Turner and one about Dave Edwards) 


News Notes 


The jury at Chattanooga in the case 
of Ed Turner charged with killing his 
wife brought in a verdict of murder in 
the first degree. 

Loto Soe oo 

Edwards, who admitted during his 
trial for murder at Chattanooga that 
he probably had killed 14 men and 
who trailed Ed Turner, the wife mur- 
derer to his hiding place in Kentucky, 
went violently insane at the county 
jail. He suddenly pounced upon the 
day jailer and made a desperate at- 
tempt to secure his pistol, with the 
avowed intention of killing the jailer 
and himself. 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Wed, Oct 16, 1907, Page 5 


NOW PLEADS 
INNOCENT 


Ed Turner Repudiates Confes- 
sion of his Crime. 


PATHETIC PLEA FOR AID TO 
SAVE HIM FROM GALLOWS 


Convicted Wife Murderer Writes to 
Brother in Kentucky Beseeching 
him to Solicit Among Neigh- 
bors for more Money. 


Ed Turner, the Kentucky uxoricide, who 
will be sentenced to hang probably before 
the expiration of this week for the murder 
of Lillie Burcham Turner on Lookout 
mountain, yesterday repudiated his con- 
fession of guilt made on the witness stand 
in criminal court at his recent trial. 

In a letter to his brother, George Turner, 
at Shoulder Blade, Ky., the convicted 
wife-murderer spoke of his chances of a 
new trial and pictured his terror at being 
hanged for a crime he never committed. It 
has been but a few days since the moun- 
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taineer arose before Judge McReynolds 
and told in all its horrifying details, how 
he had found his wife on the side of the 
mountain in company with another man, 
and slashed her throat from ear to ear. 
On the stand, Turner made no reservation 
aside from the plea of insanity advanced 
by his lawyers, but in the letter written 
yesterday to his brother, in which he asks 
for financial assistance, he declares that 
he is innocent of the crime for which he 
was convicted and for which he is now 
living in the shadow of the gallows. He is 
making a desperate effort to obtain mon- 
ey to pay for a new trial and to carry his 
case to the supreme court in the hope of 
getting a prison sentence or being acquit- 
ted. He tells his brother that he is inno- 
cent and that his trial was unfair and prej- 
udiced. Following is the letter written in 
all the illiteracy of the mountaineer: 

dear brother—i take pleasure in rit- 

ing you a few lines this lonesome 

morning. this morning dont find me 

so well but i hope truly that this 

letter will find you all in the best 

of health. george I was four days on 

trial and the jurors brought in a ver- 

dict of murder in the first degree. the 

judge will pass centence some time 
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this week to hang me. I am going to 
try for a new trial in this cort and if 
the judge turns me down i will take 
it to tsupreme court at knoxville. 
george i want you to send me $50 
at once. dont delay in sending it to 
me. if you are ever to do anything 
for me now is the time to do it for 
now is the time i need it. see all 

the boys around there and every- 
thing they do or can do for me will 
be apreciated. give them all my 
best wishes. i didnt get a fare trial. 

i think some people of tenn. has treat- 
ed me cold. the day jailer has been 
nice to me and 1 think he is a good 
man. you see uncle zeke and berry 
turner and tell them how things is 
with me. tell them if they is ever go- 
ing to do anything for me now is 
the time. it would be a terrible 
death for me to die and me not guil- 
ty with what i am charged with. so 
george I will look for an early re- 
ply to this. if ica git a fair trial 1 
will come clear. so be good and rite 
soon. your brother as ever, 

ed turner 

ps—you will git a letter from my 
lawyer in a few days. 
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It is his brother to whom the letter was 
written that has supplied him with money. 
He is not a wealthy man, and while the 
prisoner steadfastly maintains his silence 
when questioned in regard to his home 
and relatives, it is believed that the 
money contributed is by many of the for- 
mer feudist's friends. Several letters, all 
containing orders for $50, have been re- 
ceived by the man since his capture and 
incarceration. Nearly all of it has already 
been exhausted in maintaining the de- 
fense at his trial. He now fears that he 
will be unable to put forward a motion for 
a new trial or carry the case to the 
supreme court unless he is furnished with 
funds at once. 

A sudden change has come over the con- 
victed prisoner. For a time, after he heard 
the verdict of guilty, Turner assumed an 
air of nonchalance and coolness. He 
laughed and joked with his fellow prison- 
ers and jailers and jested over the proba- 
bility of his being the first white man to 
be hanged in Chattanooga for fifteen 
years. Now, however, he is morose and 
sullen and has pleasant words for no one. 
He sits far back in the corridor and re- 
fuses to eat some of his meals. The only 
flashes of his former spirit return when 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Oct 16, 1907, Page 10 


Criminal Court 
Still Very Busy 


Watch Alleged to Belong 
to Ed Turner Subject of Negro’s 
Undoing—Catherine Bryson 
to the Pen 


The watch of Ed Turner, the convicted 
wife murderer, which, it was alleged at 
one time, was the property of Lillian 
Turner, was the subject of a controversy 
in the criminal court this morning. The 
lawsuit resulted in the conviction of 
Archie Bradford, formerly a negro 
"trusty" at the county jail, who was 
given a sentence of six months in the 
county workhouse. Bradford charged 
that he did not know the watch had been 
stolen and that Artie Robinson, who is 
now in the workhouse on another 
charge, gave him the watch to have 
pawned, the proceeds to go toward the 
purchase of "watermillions," sausage 
and beef steak. 

The defendant said Robinson told him 
the watch belonged to the former’s wife 
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Chattanooga News, Thu, Oct 17, 1907, Page 3 


NEW TRIAL 


Is Asked for Ed Turner, 
Convicted Murderer 


SEVERAL REASONS ASSIGNED 
IN THE APPLICATION 


STATEMENTS OF ATTORNEYS 
IN THEIR SPEECHES TO JURY 


Among the Several Technical Ques- 
tions Raised—Will be Argued To- 
morrow Morning—The Applica- 

tion in Full. 


Cummings & Chamlee and Attorney E. L. 
Whitaker filed a motion for a new trial in 
the case of Ed Turner, convicted on the 
charge of wife murder, this morning. 
Among the reasons assigned for a new 
trial, is a statement alleged to have been 
made by Attorney Joe V. Williams, for the 
state, in which he is quoted as follows: 
"That the defendant hailed from from 
Breathitt county, Ky., which county is the 
nursery of rapine and murder." 








336 Newspaper Articles 


Another ground, is that the attorney-gen- 
eral referred to the running down of the 
defendant and Ed Johnson by Sheriff 
Shipp. 

The document also charges that the court 
erred in charging the jury that Turner 
would be guilty of the degrees of felo- 
nious homicide, even though he might be 
insane at the time. 

The motion for a new trial in this cele- 
brated case will be argued tomorrow 
morning before Judge McReynolds. 


The Application. 
The document follows: 
STATE OF TENNESSEE AGAINST ED 
TURNER. 


In the criminal court at Chattanooga. 
Motion for a new trial. 


Comes the defendant in the above styled 
cause and moves the court for a new trial 
and assigns the following reasons why a 
new trial should be granted him: 


I. 
Because the verdict of the jury was con- 
trary to the law and the evidence. 
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II. 
Because there is no evidence to base the 
verdict of the jury upon. 


Il. 
Because the court erred in overruling de- 
fendant’s application for a continuance. 


IV. 
Because the verdict of the jury is contrary 
to the charge of the court in that the court 
did not charge any theory of the state un- 
der which the defendant would be guilty 
of murder in the first degree. 


V. 

Because of the improper and inflamma- 
tory remarks of J. V. Williams, attorney, 
who represented the state. Mr. Williams 
stated to the jury "that the defendant, Ed 
Turner, hailed from Breathitt county, Ky., 
which county is the nursery of rapine and 
murder." Said Attorney Williams also re- 
ferred to Breathitt county as a county of 
feudists. There was not a word of evi- 
dence in the record to base such an argu- 
ment upon, and therefore could only have 
been made for the purpose of prejudicing 
and inflaming the verdict of the jury 
against the defendant. 
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VI. 
Because of the improper and inflamma- 
tory remarks of the attorney-general in his 
closing argument by arguing to the jury: 


1st. That the defendant had married this 
young girl at a time that he was afflicted 
with a foul disease. 


2nd. The attorney-general argued that he 
had had his wife arrested in a hotel in At- 
lanta, where she was in bed with another 
man, and that she and this man were sent 
to jail, and that the defendant went to the 
jail and took his wife out of jail and car- 
ried her back to the same hotel and to that 
same befouled bed and slept with her in 
that same room and same bed. 


3rd. The attorney-general argued that the 
defendant’s wife, at the Union depot in 
Chattanooga, insisted upon remaining at 
the depot until the next train came in from 
Atlanta; she wanted to wait for that man. 


4th. The attorney-general argued to the 
jury, that he was glad that Captain Shipp 
was sheriff of this county, because this de- 
fendant was the second man that Sheriff 
Shipp had run down and brought to justice 
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for outraged womanhood. Thereby argu- 
ing to the jury that Sheriff Shipp had ar- 
rested a negro rapist and brought him to 
justice; said negro rapist was hung at the 
hands of a mob here in the city of Chat- 
tanooga. This could have been the only 
case that the attorney-general did refer to 
because that negro was the only man that 
had ever been arrested for outraged wom- 
anhood by Captain Shipp. These remarks 
could only have been made to influence 
the minds of the jury against the defen- 
dant. These statements were at war with 
the evidence, there not being a single 
word in the record to base this argument 
upon. 


VIL. 
Because the court erred in his [sic] charge 
to the jury, in that part of his [sic] charge 
with reference to the insanity of the defen- 
dant: among other things the court charg- 
ed, "if, however, the defendant was of 
sane mind and discretion and committed 
this act under the impulse of passion or re- 
venge, which may have temporarily de- 
stroyed his reason, or for the time being 
controlled his will, then he can not be 
sheltered from the consequences of his act 
by the plea of insanity, but would be guilty 
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of some one of the degrees of felonious 
homicide, as charged and included in this 
bill of indictment, and which it would be 
your duty to determine from the facts, cir- 
cumstances and proof in the case and from 
the law as given you in this charge." In 
this connection, the court should have 
charged the jury that under this state of 
facts, that the defendant would be guilty 
of some one of the degrees of felonious 
homicide, as charged and included in this 
bill of indictment "below murder in the 
first degree." 


VIII. 
Because of newly discovered evidence. 


IX. 

Because of evidence that the defendant 
nor his attorneys knew or could have 
known of the materiality of, until the ma- 
teriality of same became apparent by a 
certain insistence of the state during the 
progress of the trial. 


1st. Because of evidence to show that the 
defendant, Turner, was in Cartersville, 
Ga., from the 28th to the 31st of March 
1907. 

2nd. Because of evidence to show that 
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Chattanooga Star, Thu, Oct 17, 1907, Page 7 
(The “Verbatim Copy of Document” is omitted here—See 
preceding article for Ed’s “new-trial” application) 


TEN REASONS 
FOR NEW TRIAL 
FOR ED TURNER 


Attorneys for the Noted 
Prisoner File Warm 
Paper 


Inflammatory Remarks are 
Charged to other Lawyers 


Statement and Language about 
Defendant and his Birth Place 
Made only to Prejudice Jury- 

men—Errors of Judge and New 

Evidence Mentioned. 


Verbatim Copy of Document. 


Turner’s Stay in Cartersville. 
Attorney Cummings relies especially 
on the new evidence, which is deemed 
of the highest importance. It will be 
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remembered that Jones and Reeves, 
two witnesses for the state, swore that 
they, Turner and his wife and other 
men and lewd women went out for a 
carousal on the river at Atlanta on Fri- 
day, March 29, four days before Lillie 
Turner was killed. Turner denied all 
this, claiming that his wife was driven 
out of Cartersville, Georgia on the 
Monday before, but that he remained 
till the following Sunday. Mr. Cum- 
mings now has affidavits from J. A. 
Henderson, chief marshal of Carters- 
ville, stating that he gave Lillie Turner 
twelve hours' notice to leave the town 
on March 25, and that she went to At- 
lanta the next day, but that he thinks 
Turner remained over till the next 
Sunday. He knows he saw him several 
times in that interval, and thinks he 
saw him every day. Another affidavit 
is from W. F. Maffett, a citizen of Car- 
tersville, who swears that he knows he 
saw Turner in Cartersville on March 
28, 29 (Friday), 30 and 31. 

This motion for [a] new trial for Ed 
Turner will be heard by Judge Mc- 
Reynolds tomorrow morning, instead 
of Saturday, the regular motion day, 
according to a request made by Attor- 
ney Cummings. 
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Tennessean, Sat, Oct 26, 1907, Page 2 
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Chattanooga News, Thu, Nov 7, 1907, Page 5 


CONFIDENCE OF ED 
TURNER 


Indicates Belief Supreme Court will 
Reverse his Case. 


Ed Turner is not well these days. The 
noted prisoner at the county jail says so 
himself, and he ought to know. Ed was 
out in the main corridor of the prison yes- 
terday afternoon when a Times reporter 
asked him to have a cigar and exchange a 
few lines of conversation. He did both. 
Turner said he had been troubled with a 
little fever for the past few days, but that 
otherwise, he was feeling fine. The fact 
that the date of his execution has been in- 
definitely postponed, seems to have 
cheered him up a good deal. "The papers 
in my case went up to the Supreme court 
today," said Turner to the reporter, as he 
blew a cloud of smoke in the direction of 
a prisoner who was watching him with 
envy as he inhaled the Perfecto. 

“T haven't talked with my lawyers to- 
day,” the Kentuckian continued, "but I 
hardly think that the Supreme court will 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Nov 14, 1907, Page 4 


MYSTERIOUS ED 
TURNER 


Queer Replies when Asked to Detail 
his Escape. 


Ed Turner is spending his time very qui- 
etly in the county jail these days. He likes 
to have visitors and will talk indefinitely 
on any matter which he cares to discuss. 
Yesterday, a Times reporter asked him for 
his itinerary from Chattanooga, April 2, to 
the place where he was captured in Au- 
gust, some four months later. Turner 
thought for a moment, and then said he 
couldn't give out anything about “his trip,” 
as he expressed it. No amount of question- 
ing could draw anything from him as to 
the towns he passed through during those 
four months, but he did finally say that he 
"took his time about leaving Chattanooga." 
“Did you stay here three or four days, 
Ed?” asked the reporter. 

“Well,” replied the Kentuckian, as he 
kicked his heel taps against the big iron 
circular door of the prison, "I ain't saying 
how long I did stay here, but there is one 
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thing sure, I'd have been out yet as far as 
any of these Chattanooga officers are con- 
cemed." 

“Do you mean that Chattanooga officers 
could not catch you?” Turner was next 
asked. 

“Well, they didn't did they?” was his re- 
ply. 

Just then, D. D. Edwards, the Kentuckian 
who “turned up” Turner to the officers 
came over by the door and introduced 
himself, asking for a cigarette as he did so. 
Catching the vein of the conversation, Ed- 
wards said: 

“Why don't you tell him Ed. It would help 
you with the general public, especially if 
there is a third party involved.” 

“No.” replied Turner, "I ain't a telling. 
There might be some other fellow who 
wanted to get away sometime and I 
wouldn't want to throw nothing in his 
way." 

Asking for a match, the Kentuckian 
turned and walked back to his cell and as 
he slouched away, Edwards remarked: 
“From his line of talk, you might think he 
was figuring on making another trip, 
mightn't you?” 
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Chertencegs Daily Times, Sun, Dec 1, 1907, Page 13 
The photo is omitted. It was the 
same one published Aug 11, 1907) 


IT’S UPTO 
GOVERNOR 


Supreme Court Confirms Death 
Penalty for Ed Turner. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 
DATE SET FOR EXECUTION 


Hanging will be the First Legal 
One in Hamilton County for Seven 
Years—M rs. Burcham Wants 
to be Present. 


Unless executive clemency is extended, 
Ed Turner must pay the death penalty for 
the murder of his wife, the supreme 
court at Knoxville yesterday, having 
confirmed the sentence of the lower 
court, with the exception that the date of 
the execution was changed from Dec. 17 
to Jan. 27, next. 

This brings to a close, one of the most 
remarkable criminal cases and trials in 
the history of Hamilton county, and 
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brings the court curtain down on one of 
the hardest-fought legal battles since the 
memorable trials of Julia Morrison, the 
actress. The leading counsel for Turner, 
W. H. Cummings, of Cummings & 
Chamlee, was one of the two attorneys 
that put up the legal fight for Julia Mor- 
rison, and succeeded in securing the 
woman's acquittal. 

Ed Turner killed his child-wife, Lillie 
Turner, on the side of Lookout mountain, 
on the second of last April. The body of 
the dead girl was found during the after- 
noon, in the old right of way of the 
broad gauge road by a party of school 
children out hunting for flowers. The 
body was identified by two boys from 
Atlanta, who had come up from that 
place with Turner and his wife the morn- 
ing before the murder. Despite the com- 
bined efforts of the city and county de- 
tective forces, the murderer made his es- 
cape, but only for a few months. 
Through the work of D. D. Edwards, 
now confined in the county jail, awaiting 
a third trial for the murder of a negro, 
Turner was chased from state to state, 
and finally captured in the mountains of 
Breathitt County, Kentucky, near his old 
home. 
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His trial in the criminal court of this 
county occupied the greater portion of 
four days, and every possible circum- 
stance was utilized by Turner’s attor- 
neys, W. H. Cummings and E. L. 
Whitaker, in the effort to save their 
client's neck. Expert testimony was in- 
troduced by them to prove the prisoner 
was insane or suffering from emotional 
insanity at the time of his act, but it was 
all to no avail. The climax to a trial full 
of sensations was the confession by 
Turner that he committed the murder, 
and the closing speech of Attorney-Gen- 
eral M. N. Whitaker. After being out for 
some time, the jury returned a verdict of 
murder in the first degree, and Turner 
was later sentenced by Judge 
McReynolds to hang, after a motion for 
a new trial had been overruled. 

The case was taken to the supreme 
court, and that tribunal yesterday affirm- 
ed the verdict of the lower court. Unless 
Attorneys Cummings and Whitaker suc- 
ceed in getting the governor to commute 
the sentence, there is every likelihood 
that the first hanging in seven years in 
this county, will take place January 27. 
Both attorneys for the defense will make 
an appeal to the governor on the same 
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grounds put forth in the trial, that Turner 
is not altogether of sound mind. 

The prisoner is now in the Knoxville 
jail, where he went when his case was 
argued. He will be returned here some- 
time this week. 

The picture above, was taken as Turner 
was leaving the county jail to attend his 
trial last summer. The exposure was 
made under difficulty, Turner making 
every effort to avoid the photograph. 


SHE WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND 


Mrs. Burcham Wants to Witness Ed 
Turner’s Execution. 

Mrs. Lou Burcham, of Frozen Fork, 
Ky., mother of Lillie Turner, wants to be 
present at the hanging of Ed Turner and 
see the ruin and death of her daughter 
avenged. Such a desire was expressed in 
a letter received recently by Captain 
Shipp. She is also anxious to visit the 
spot on the side of the mountain where 
her daughter was murdered. The old 
“Mother in Israel,” as she was styled 
during the trial by Attorney-General 
Whitaker, intended to visit the spot dur- 
ing the last visit to this city. On one oc- 
casion, she went as far as the transfer 
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station at the foot of the incline, but was 
unable to proceed further. She was found 
on a seat in the station by several deputy 
sheriffs crying bitterly. The officers as- 
sisted her on the car, and escorted her 
back to her hotel. 

When she learned that Judge McRey- 
nolds had sentenced Turner to hang, she 
concluded that the murderer would be 
taken back to Breathitt county, where the 
execution would take place. She begged 
the officials not to bring him to Ken- 
tucky, as he might escape. 

In her letters to the authorities here, she 
referred to Attorney-General Whitaker as 
“Cousin” Whitaker. From the moment 
the old woman first met the attorney- 
general, she was strongly attached to 
him, claiming relationship by reason of 
the fact that her name was Whitaker be- 
fore her marriage. 

Mrs. Burcham will be notified by Cap- 
tain Shipp of the action of the supreme 
court in affirming the decision of the 
lower court. She will probably arrive in 
the city during the latter part of January. 
It is hardly likely the sheriff will permit 
her to be present when the trap is sprung. 
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Tennessean, Sun, Dec 1, 1907, Page 21 
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Chattanooga News, Mon, Dec 2, 1907, Page 3 


WILL APPEAL 


Ed Turner’s Lawyers Go 
Direct to Governor 


WILL ASK FOR COMMUTA- 
TION OF DEATH SENTENCE 


TO ONE OF LIFE IMPRISON- 
MENT FOR WIFE MURDERER 


Believe Firmly that such Action is 
Justified by the Record in the 
Case—Turner will be Brought 
back to Chattanooga—At Last 

Realizes his Predicament. 


Cummings & Chamlee and E. L. 
Whitaker, attorneys representing Ed 
Turner, the convicted wife murderer, 
who is sentenced to hang January 27, 
his case having been affirmed by the 
Supreme Court, will use their influ- 
ence to save the neck of their client, 
for whom they have waged such a 
strenuous battle. 

As soon as the record in the case and 
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the opinion of the supreme court is re- 
ceived, the whole matter will be put up 
to Gov. M. R. Patterson, asking that he 
commute the death sentence to life im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary. 
Attorney W. H. Cummings stated to a 
reporter for The Chattanooga News 
this morning that the attorneys in the 
case, would rely simply on the record 
in the matter. It is understood, at least 
for the present, that a petition signed 
by citizens of this community, will not 
be presented to the Governor asking 
that the death sentence be commuted. 
Turner’s attorneys have always be- 
lieved that the bill of exceptions pre- 
sented to the Supreme Court contains 
sufficient grounds for a reversal, but 
since the Supreme Court has failed to 
see it in this light, it is believed that 
Gov. Patterson may be convinced that 
there are sufficient errors in the trial of 
the case to justify a commutation of 
the death sentence. 
Mr. Cummings received a letter from 
Ed Turner, who has been in the Knox 
county jail since the day before the 
hearing of his case in the Supreme 
Court, requesting that he be removed 
from the Knox county jail to the pris- 
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on of this county. He wants to come 
back here so that he may communicate 
with his attorneys on the dramatic 
steps which are to be taken to save his 
neck in the next few weeks. Turner 
also asks in this letter, that Mr. Cum- 
mings write his relatives in Breathitt 
county, Kentucky, of the action of the 
Supreme Court in the matter, and ap- 
pealing to them to do all in their power 
to save him. 

Upon the request that he be brought 
back to the Hamilton county jail, Sher- 
iff Shipp stated this afternoon that he 
would direct the Supreme Court mar- 
shal to bring Turner back to the Ham- 
ilton county jail Wednesday, which 
doubtlessly, will be carried out, and 
Tumer will be safely landed in the 
Hamilton county jail that day. 

While Turner has heretofore seem- 
ingly manifested a stolid indifference 
concerning his fate, he is now realizing 
his predicament, as is shown by the 
letter he has written his attorneys here. 
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Chattanooga News, Sat, Dec 21, 1907, Page 7 


ED TURNER 
STUDIES BIBLE 


Though he has not Lost Faith in 
his Attorneys. 


With but thirty-seven days more in which 
to live, unless executive clemency stays his 
execution, Ed Turner seems to have lost 
much of the stolid indifference which char- 
acterized him during the months after his 
arrest and up to the time the supreme court 
confirmed the death sentence imposed by 
the criminal court of this county for the 
murder of his wife on the side of Lookout 
mountain last April. Since his return from 
Knoxville several weeks ago, where he 
was before the supreme court, Turner has 
spent much of his time in his cell, alone, 
only coming out to mix with the other pris- 
oners on rare occasions. During much of 
the time he is in his cell, he is reading, and 
generally, he is found studying a Bible 
when visitors call to see him. 

While he has lost much of the indifference 
shown during his trial, he still displays that 
composure common to the mountaineer 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Wed, Jan 1, 1908, Page 8 


SINGS SONGS 
OF RELIGION 


Does Ed Turner Since he was 
Baptized. 


METHODIST PASTORS 
RECEIVE HIS CONFESSION 


Desire to Profess Faith of Wesleyans 
Complied with and Baptismal 
Rite is Administered within 
County Jail Corridors. 


Singing as though liberty instead of 
death was but a month off, Ed Turner 
spent the entire afternoon and all of last 
night up to the lights out bell at 9 
o’clock, apparently the happiest man in 
the jail. They were not songs of light- 
hearted merriment, but they were songs 
of joy and happiness such as a person 
would sing who believes he has been 
saved from a great peril; songs of reli- 
gious joy. 

The change from the more or less 
moody and self-contained habit Turner 
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has maintained since his return from 
Nashville, took place after he had been 
baptized into the faith of the Methodist 
church by Rev. J. A. Baylor and Rev. E. 
E. Wiley, about 2:30 o'clock yesterday 
afternoon. Several days ago, Doctor Wi- 
ley called upon Turner, having heard of 
his announced intention of joining the 
Methodist church before the date of his 
execution, Jan. 27. 

Turmer has been a constant reader of his 
Bible since his return from Knoxville, 
where the supreme court affirmed the 
death sentence; and when Dr. Wiley 
called upon him, he announced that he 
was ready to profess his faith and be bap- 
tized. Accordingly, yesterday afternoon, 
Doctor Wiley, pastor of the Highland 
Park Methodist church, south, Dr. J. A. 
Baylor, pastor of Centenary church, and 
J. H. Thomas, deputy circuit clerk, and 
superintendent of Doctor Wiley’s Sunday 
school, visited the condemned man. 
Turner expressed a desire to be baptized 
by immersion, but as there were no facil- 
ities for such a thing in the jail, the sprin- 
kling ceremony was performed. It took 
place in the corridor between the steel 
cells in the presence of all the white pris- 
oners in the jail, and was a most impres- 
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sive affair. Turner professed and stated 
he believed he had been forgiven for the 
murder of his child-wife last April, and 
that, notwithstanding his crime, he would 
be saved after death. 

Doctor Wiley performed the simple bap- 
tismal ceremony according to the form of 
the Methodist church. After it was over, 
Turner was a different man, and for the 
remainder of the afternoon, he expressed 
his joy in song. He still believes in his at- 
torneys, however, and is confident he 
will never be hanged. 

As yet, the record has not been forward- 
ed [to] Governor Patterson in the appeal 
for executive clemency, and it is the gen- 
eral opinion, that it will not be forward- 
ed by Cummings & Chamlee and E. L. 
Whitaker, the attorneys for the defense, 
until within a short time before the date 
set for the execution. As it is the custom 
of the governor to thoroughly investigate 
all such cases, this will mean that Turner 
will be respited for a short time, at least 
until a decision is given out by Governor 
Patterson, thus granting the condemned 
man that much additional time to live. 
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Chattanooga News, Thu, Jan 2, 1908, Page 5 


ED TURNER’S 
SANTA LETTER 


Delayed in Reaching Office 
of Chattanooga News 


Does not Ask for Knick-Knacks, 
Etc., but that his Life be Saved. 
His only Request on this, Prob- 
ably his Last, Christmas on 
Earth. 


While hundreds of little children, and 
older ones, too, wrote Santa Claus letters 
through The Chattanooga News, telling 
what they wanted, there was another let- 
ter, which was delayed in reaching the of- 
fice of The Chattanooga News, and that 
was the Santa Claus letter of Ed Turner, 
the Kentuckian, who is sentenced to be 
hanged Jan. 27. Ed asked for no toys, 
fruits and candies, etc. He pleads for only 
one thing, and that is, that his life may be 
spared. In this letter, Ed says he is exceed- 
ingly surprised because "prominent peo- 
ple" refused to sign a petition for his re- 
prieve. Ed's Christmas letter is a most fer- 
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vent appeal to the people for their sympa- 
thy and help in securing executive clem- 
ency. 

The letter follows: 


To the Public: 

Christian friends, one and all, I feel it 
a duty I owe myself to say a few words 
in my own behalf. It is useless for me 
to go into details, as you are all aware 
of the fact that the higher court has al- 
ready affirmed my sentence, and has 
said I must die in January, 1908. With 
all due respect for the world at large, I 
must say I feel I have been done an in- 
justice. I may be guilty of murder, but 
not premeditated. If such had been the 
case, I certainly would have made an 
attempt to conceal my crime. I leave 
this to your good Christian judgment to 
decide in your own mind. 

Christian friends, while you, one and 
all, are enjoying this Christmas, please 
think, deep down in your hearts, of the 
one who is confined here in this dis- 
mal, gloomy prison cell sadly awaiting 
that fatal day with no one but my dear 
Savior to rely upon. 

My attorneys are faithfully working to 
get the Governor to act on my case, and 
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I must say, words are inadequate to ex- 
press my surprise when I learned that 
some prominent people here had re- 
fused to sign a petition for my re- 
prieve. However, I hold no malice to- 
ward them. I feel that I have Jesus on 
my side, even though the world deserts 
me. Oh friends, what a joy to know Je- 
sus will go with me all the way. 

When a small boy, I lost my parents— 
they passed to the great beyond and left 
me to battle with this cruel, sinful 
world. No mother to pray for me and 
share my sorrows and joys. Again, I 
will say my chances for an education 
were very poor. Me being a poor boy, I 
had to devote my time to daily toil in 
order to secure the necessities of life. 
Often times, my thoughts revert to the 
scenes of my childhood, when I was a 
little orphan country boy playing over 
the rugged old hills far away in old 
Kentucky. I was the picture of inno- 
cence. Oh, would to God I had known 
this old wicked world then as I know it 
now! I was cuffed from place to place 
and used by the people as they liked. If 
my feelings were wounded, I could 
only bear it and cry, because I was a 
motherless and fatherless little waif. If 
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I had been blessed with a good Chris- 
tian mother, who would have extended 
to me a kind smile, or said consoling 
words and have taught me that Jesus 
died for us all, I am sure I would never 
have been here today. 

I was forbidden in my trial from pro- 
ducing evidence that would have 
changed things to a marked degree, but 
alas!, I was told No!, I could not. Now, 
friends, does this look like justice? 

This is supposed to be a law-abiding 
country, and the law plainly says, “jus- 
tice to one and all.” 

Now, parents, while you sit around 
your family fireside enjoying your 
Christmas, stop for a moment and look 
upon your boys and compare their con- 
dition and present surroundings with 
mine. I fancy I can see your hearts go 
out to those boys while you extend 
thanks to Jesus for the blessings he has 
bestowed upon you. I trust that you will 
always extend to them a helping hand, 
and last, but not least, pray God to keep 
a watchful eye on them. Prayer, friends, 
prayer. Oh, what a consolation there is 
in prayer. I know God, in his infinite 
mercy, has saved me, and when the roll 
is called in heaven, I’1l be there. 
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John, 14 chapter, first, second and 
third verse. 

Oh, what a joy one derives from that 
blessed book. 

Now, Christian, and all inquiring 
friends, in conclusion, I will say I hope, 
trust and pray that all erring young men 
will stop and reflect before it is too 
late, and give their hearts to God, for 
there is joy in the Christian religion. 

May joy, prosperity and happiness go 
with you, one and all, through life. If 
we ever meet upon this earth, I pray 
God we will meet upon that other 
golden shore where sorrow never 
comes! 

Christian friends, I sincerely desire 
your daily prayers, that I may hold out 
faithful and reach that other golden 
shore. 

Good bye. May God bless you all. 
Ed Turner 
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Chattanooga News, Mon, Jan 20, 1908, Page 10 


DEATH TRAP 


Hangman’s Rope is being 
Tested Today 


TRAP REBUILT FOR EXECU- 
TION OF ALEX ARMOUR 


WHEN RESPITE CAME FOUR- 
TEEN HOURS BEFOREHAND 


Ed Turner Abandons Hope and Pre- 
pares to Pay Penalty for his 
Crime on Monday Next—Much 
Concerned about Disposition of 
his Remains 


According to custom, the hangman’s 
rope in the county jail is being tested by 
means of a 160-pound weight, for the 
hanging of Ed Turner, the Breathitt 
county, Kentuckian. 

Unless Governor Patterson interferes, 
Turner will pay the death penalty on the 
gallows next Monday, probably between 
10 and 12 o’clock, although the legal 
hours are between 10 a. m. and 4 p. m. 
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Turner’s counsel, E. L. Whitaker and W. 
H. Cummings, are making a strenuous 
effort to save their client's life. Mr. Cum- 
mings carried the record in the famous 
case to the Governor some weeks ago, 
and left the fate of the prisoner in the 
hands of the Chief Executive. It has been 
decided, that a long petition of names is 
not to be sent to the Governor asking for 
the commutation of the sentence, but 
many letters of appeal have been pour- 
ing into the office of the Chief Execu- 
tive, praying for executive clemency in 
the case. 

Last Friday, Attorney Cummings went 
to Nashville again in the interest of his 
client. It was expected that he would re- 
turn yesterday or today, but he did not 
get back. It is expected that he will re- 
turn today or tomorrow. 


Turner Loses Hope. 

Turner, it seems, has lost hope. He has 
made arrangements to have his body 
sent to his old home, near Shoulder 
Blade, Ky., where it would be buried be- 
side the graves of his father and mother, 
in the event the hanging occurs. The 
body is to be shipped the day following 
the hanging, and it is expected to arrive 
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at its destination on the day following 
—January 29. Zeke Turner, the uncle 
of the condemned wife murderer, 
wants to arrange for the funeral, and so 
this is one reason why Ed has become 
very active in the matter of the disposi- 
tion of his remains in the event of the 
execution. The ugly looking death 
trap, in the basement of the county jail, 
is in readiness. It was rebuilt just a 
short time before the date for the exe- 
cution of Alex Armour, whose death 
sentence for the murder of “Aunt” 
Matilda Strength was commuted to life 
imprisonment about fourteen hours be- 
fore the hour the death trap was to be 
sprung for the expiation of his crime. 

Therefore, the gallows is practically 
new, and if the execution occurs, Ed 
Turner will be the first victim the gal- 
lows is to claim. 
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Tennessean, Tue, Jan 21, 1908, Page's 8 and 3 


Reprieve for Ed Turner. 


Gov. Patterson yesterday granted a re- 
prieve of thirty days to Ed Turner, the 
Chattanooga wife murderer, who was 
under sentence of death to be hanged 
the 27th of this month. Unless further 
action in the case is taken by the chief 
executive, Turner will go to the gallows 
on Thursday, February 27. 

The governor also remitted a work- 
house sentence on S. P. Marlow and 
Martha Rodgers, of Putnam county, 
convicted of lewdness. Marlow was 
fined $50 and sentenced to seven 
months, and the woman was fined $25 
and sentenced to three months. The ac- 
tion of the governor was recommended 
by the mayor of Cookeville, the trial 
judge, county officials and citizens. The 
costs in the cases, it was stated, 
amounted to $1,000, and the governor 
thought that this, with the other fines, 
would be sufficient punishment. 
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Chattanooga News, Wed, Jan 22, 1908, Page 8 


LETTER FROM A 
KY. PHYSICIAN 


Says Ed Turner ought not 
to Pay Death Penalty 


Knew his Father and Mother and 
Turner, too and Considers him 
Very Weak Minded—Parents 
were Weak Minded. 


Millersburg, Ky., Jan. 20, 1908. 
To The Chattanooga News: 

In the daily Lexington Leader of Dec. 
13, 1907, I see a clipping from The 
News concerning Ed Turner, now in the 
Hamilton county jail awaiting the death 
penalty for wife murder. I had intended 
to write you then, but I had a fall about 
that time which caused my right hand to 
be broken, and I can hardly write now. 
In Sunday's Leader, I noticed a "spe- 
cial," in which Turner asks for prayers. 
In the clipping of Dec. 13, 1907, it is 
stated that Turner made the statement 
that his father and mother died the same 
night. That statement is true, so that Ed 
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Turner just grew up without the care of 
parents. At the time of the death of his 
father and mother I lived in Brownsville, 
Ky., within fifteen or eighteen miles of 
their home. I had visited Mrs. Turner, 
who had been an invalid for eight or ten 
years. She was a great sufferer and a 
woman of very ordinary mind. Ed's fa- 
ther was very, very weak-minded and 
poor as well. Ed had no attention, and I 
am at a loss to know how he ever got so 
far away from home. 

I feel that the Governor should com- 
mute his death sentence to life imprison- 
ment, for then he would never be par- 
doned, as he would never take sufficient 
interest in asking it. I feel that he is too 
ignorant to realize the enormity of the 
crime. Should you ever visit the place 
where he was reared and see the sur- 
roundings, you would agree with me. I 
believe you would be doing humanity a 
great deal of good by publishing this and 
send a marked copy to the Governor. 

Respectfully, 
W. G. DILEY, M. D., 
Millersburg, Ky. 








Note: W. G. Diley’s name is actually Wilson 
Glass Dailey. 
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Tennessean, Sun, Feb 16, 1908, Page 11 


LAST EFFORT MADE 


REPRESENTATIVE W. H. 
CUMMINGS CALLS ON 
GOVERNOR IN TURNER CASE. 


A last effort, was made Saturday to 
save the life of Ed Turner, alleged mur- 
derer of his wife, who is sentenced to be 
hanged Feb. 27. Representative W. H. 
Cummings, of Chattanooga came to the 
city and conferred with Gov. Patterson 
in regard to the matter. Numerous affi- 
davits, letters and other documents were 
presented from citizens of Kentucky, 
tending to show that Turner was irre- 
sponsible, and therefore not guilty of 
murder in the first degree. Turner was 
sentenced to hang Jan. 27, but was 
respited thirty days by Gov. Patterson in 
order to give his friends time to present 
evidence showing why his sentence 
should be commuted to life imprison- 
ment. 

The Governor has not as yet announced 
his decision. 
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Paducah Evening Sun, Tue, Feb 18, 1908, Page 1 


Godless Rearing 
in Breathitt Co. 
Plea for Mercy 


Lexington, Ky., Feb 18. —— On the 
plea that he had been reared in a god- 
less community seventy-five citizens 
of Breathitt County, Ky., have sent 
letters and petitions to Gov. Patterson 
of Tennessee pleading for a commuta- 
tion of the death sentence of Ed 
Turmer, formerly of Breathitt County 
who has been sentenced to hang on 
February 17 for the murder of his 
wife last April. The plea of the peti- 
tioners is that Turner was brought up 
in a godless community and that he 
never had an opportunity to know the 
right from the wrong. They point out 
that his parents died on the same 
night, when he was very young and 
that he had lived about as best he 
could. They claim the wickedness of 
his wife unbalanced his mind and that 
he killed her not because he hated her, 
but because he loved her. 
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The Ed Turner Case. 


It seems now that the governor will not 
take any further action in the case of Ed 
Turner, the Chattanooga wife murderer, 
who is under sentence of death for to- 
morrow. Judge Will Cummings of Chat- 
tanooga, attorney for Turner, spent sev- 
eral days last week in Nashville trying 
to get the governor to grant a commuta- 
tion, but he did not receive much, if any, 
encouragement. When seen before he 
left Nashville for his home Attorney 
Cummings stated in answer to a ques- 
tion that he did not intend to ask for an- 
other reprieve; that he wanted his man 
to either get a commutation or nothing, 
that there was no use putting off his ex- 
ecution from week to week. 

Gov. Patterson returns to the capitol to- 
day, but it is doubtful if he takes any 
further action in Turner’s case, and the 
probabilities are that the wife murderer 
will swing tomorrow. 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 7 


ED TURNER’S 
LAST NIGHT 


Slept Soundly while Death 
Watch Watched. 


MUST PAY DEATH PENALTY 
AT FIVE O’CLOCK TODAY 


Sheriff Shipp Allows Condemned 
Man Limit of Life to Last Mo- 
ment Named in Warrant—Will 

the Governor Act? 


Death watch has been set upon Ed 
Turner, the convicted wife-murderer, and 
that action of Sheriff Shipp yesterday 
evening, was an impressive notice to the 
condemned man that he must today pay 
the death penalty for his crime. Five 
o’clock this afternoon, is the hour set for 
the hanging, which will take place in the 
county jail upon gallows that are a per- 
manent fixture of the prison. 

In explaining to a Times reporter last 
night why he named so late an hour for 
the execution, Sheriff Shipp said he be- 
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lieved Turner should be given the last 
possible moment of life allowed by the 
supreme court mandate, believing it was 
only humane not to execute the sentence 
until the limit set by the warrant. In addi- 
tion, he said, he felt warranted in allow- 
ing time for the governor to interfere if, 
upon his return to Nashville this morn- 
ing, anything is found to have developed 
convincing him that executive clemency 
was proper in the premises. 

When the town clock strikes the hour of 
five this afternoon, the trap will be 
sprung that will let Ed Turner drop into 
eternity—that is, if in the meantime Gov- 
ernor Patterson does not by wire or mes- 
senger interfere to either save or further 
prolong the unfortunate man’s life. 
Under the supreme court sentence, a cer- 
tified copy of which was furnished Cap- 
tain Shipp yesterday, Ed Turner must be 
taken to the gallows within the jail at 
some hour between 9 o'clock in the 
morning and 5 o'clock in the afternoon, 
and then and there be “hanged by the 
neck until dead.” This mandate specified 
Jan. 27 as the date. 

Another document bearing upon the exe- 
cution, is the respite order of Governor 
Patterson that commanded Captain Shipp 
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to stay the execution until Feb. 27, but 
directed him on that day to execute the 
sentence of the supreme court as directed 
therein unless otherwise ordered by the 
governor. This document will be in the 
hands of the sheriff when he reads the 
death warrant to Ed Turner this after- 
noon. 


Silence only Necessary. 

No further word from Governor Patter- 
son is necessary in order to carry out the 
sentence of the supreme court. Silence 
will seal Ed Turner’s doom. That he will 
keep silence, while by no means a cer- 
tainty, is expected by the jail officials. 
There are those, however, who will not 
be surprised if Governor Patterson at any 
hour before 5 o'clock this afternoon, 
sends word in some manner, either that 
he desires more time or that he thinks the 
man should not hang. The basis of this 
opinion is a well-founded report that on 
Tuesday night, the wire to Nashville was 
burdened with telegrams asking the gov- 
ernor yet to interfere and change the sen- 
tence to imprisonment. 

The governor was in Knoxville yester- 
day. At what hour he will return to Nash- 
ville has not been learned here. The ef- 
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fect of a desk laden with pleading dis- 
patches from sources not before heard 
from, can only be surmised. 


Witnesses of Execution. 

To the execution this afternoon, only a 
limited number of persons can be admit- 
ted on account of the small space in the 
death chamber. Captain Shipp has per- 
mitted Turner to invite friends of his own 
choice to the limit of three. In addition, 
his counsel will be admitted—Attorneys 
W. H. Cummings, G. W. Chamlee and E. 
L. Whitaker. Courtesy has been extended 
to the police department and a represen- 
tative will be present if desired. 

The coroner and county physician will 
be present. The Rev. E. E. Wiley and Dr. 
J. A. Baylor, spiritual advisers of the 
condemned man, will be by his side. 
Representatives of the three newspapers 
will be admitted, and these, with the nec- 
essary sheriff’s officers, will constitute 
the number witnessing the execution. 

Captain Shipp stated last night he would 
be glad to accommodate the numerous 
people who have asked for admission to 
the execution, and, he said, he had de- 
clined for no other reason than because 
the space is so limited no more than 
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those named can be accommodated. 

The sheriff said he proposed to have the 
undesirable duty executed in as humane 
a manner as a death sentence can be exe- 
cuted. He will permit the ministers to 
counsel with Turner until as near the last 
moment as possible. If the condemned 
man desires to make a statement he will 
be accorded the privilege. A new black 
suit of clothing will be furnished by Cap- 
tain Shipp, and all the necessary appli- 
ances have been secured and put in 
readiness. 


His Official Duty. 

Captain Shipp will spring the trap him- 
self. In preparing the prisoner, he will 
have the assistance of three of his most 
trusted deputies. The gallows has been 
tested. The rope dangles from the top 
beam, ready to be applied to the neck of 
the murderer. This rope has been duly 
tested and stretched. Since the law says 
death must be meted out to the murderer, 
the execution is sure to be as smoothly 
done as can be assured by the greatest 
care and painstaking preparation. 

Last night—most probably Turner’s last 
night on earth—was spent by him in soli- 
tary confinement in cell No. 16. Not far 
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away, sat two silent officers, Joseph 
Shipp and Andrew Warren. This cell was 
carefully examined early in the evening, 
a formality attended to, lest some means 
exist whereby Turner, in a possible fit of 
desperation, might attempt self-destruc- 
tion. Nothing in the prisoner's demeanor, 
however, indicated such a trend of his 
mind. He was apparently resigned to his 
fate. He went to his cell, and when the 
hour came for quiet in all the corridors, 
he fell asleep as though the morning's 
sun was not to be the last one he would 
ever see. 


On the Eve of Death. 
Turner appeared as cheerful as usual all 
day yesterday, and talked good-humor- 
edly to the many visitors who called to 
see him. Apparently, he has no fear of the 
fate that awaits him today. During a part 
of yesterday, Turner was in earnest con- 
versation with Dr. Baylor and Christian 
Menzler, a young theological student at 
the University of Chattanooga, for whom 
Turner has evinced a warm friendship. 
Mr. Menzler will accompany the body of 
Turner back to the old home in the Ken- 
tucky mountains, and will attend to the 
interment. He will likely be asked by 








Newspaper Articles 383 


Turner to be present at the execution. 

In a conversation with a Times reporter a 
short time before the death watch was 
placed over him, Turner talked in a 
cheerful manner and expressed the hope 
that has sustained him through all his 
days of waiting, that Governor Patterson 
would yet commute his sentence to life 
imprisonment. 


“Like a Kentuckian” 

Turner remarked with a smile that the 
time was growing short and that the 
prospect to him was not as bright as it 
had been, but stated that he was ready to 
die in case no executive clemency is ex- 
tended. 

“T will go to the gallows like a Kentuck- 
ian,” remarked the condemned man, "for 
I am not afraid to die." 

Several visitors were admitted to the 
corridor of the jail and were introduced 
to Turner. He shook hands with each of 
them and called those whom he had seen 
before by their names. 

When questioned about his former 
home, Breathitt county, Ky., Turner said 
that he was raised within a few miles of 
Jackson, the county seat, which, owing 
to the many crimes that have been com- 
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mitted there has earned the name, “The 

City of Sudden Death.” 

He remarked that he was personally ac- 
quainted with Judge James Hargis, who 
was recently killed by his own son, and 
with Curt Jett, Tom White and others 
made famous by the feud that terrorized 
the county. 


A Late Look at the Prisoner. 

Ed Turner, after talking with his guards 
and reading his Bible until he became 
drowsy last night, turned over on his 
swinging cot in his narrow cell, and slept 
like a child. He undressed about 9 
o'clock, but did not at once drop off to 
sleep. He instead kept up a conversation 
with Deputies Joe Shipp and Andy War- 
ren until about 10:30 o'clock when he 
sank into a light slumber. 

A belated reporter, dropping around to 
the cell door at 12 o’clock, aroused the 
condemned man and he inquired the state 
of the weather outside. In answer to a 
question as to how he felt, Turner replied 
that he felt a little gloomy, but had not 
lost his nerve. He talked to the reporter 
for a little while and then, remarking that 
he wanted to get a little sleep, turned in 
his cot and was again sound asleep. 
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Chattanooga News, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 1 


ED TURNER PAID 
THE PENALTY WITH 
THE SETTING OF 
TODAY’S SUN 


The Breathitt County Wife- 
Murderer was Hanged at 5 O’clock 
this Afternoon in the County Jail 


SECOND WHITE MAN THAT 
WAS EVER HANGED IN 
HAMILTON COUNTY 


Governor Patterson Refuses to 
Interfere with Sentence of the Courts 
and the Murder of the Child Wife on 

side of Lookout Mountain, April 2, 
1907, is Expiated—Escape of 
Murderer, his Thrilling Capture in the 
Mountains of Kentucky, the Bloody 
Recital on Witness Stand, Reprieve, 
and Scenes Incident to the Last Day 
upon Earth of 
Ed Turner’s Soul 
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Ed Turner was hanged in the Hamilton 
county jail at 5 o’clock this afternoon. 





“An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth.” 

“I can not interfere further in the Ed 
Turner case: I have examined the record 
thoroughly and find nothing to justify 
further interference on my part.” 

Such was the statement of Governor M. 
R. Patterson to the attorneys for Ed 
Turner, condemned wife-murderer over 
the long-distance telephone this morning 
at 9 o’clock. With this refusal upon the 
part of Governor Patterson was blotted 
out the last hope for a lease on life by Ed 
Turner. 

As the clock on the court house tower 
pealed the hour of five this afternoon, the 
soul of Ed Turner was ushered into the 
presence of its Maker and the majesty of 
the law was upheld and satisfied. 

Sheriff Shipp himself sprang the trap 
which ushered the soul of Ed Turner into 
eternity. The sheriff did not attempt to 
shirk the responsibility, which his oath of 
office imposes upon the sheriff of Hamil- 
ton county, by asking one of his deputies 
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to spring the trap for him. 

The news of the Governor’s refusal to 
interfere in the case, was a disappoint- 
ment to Turner, as he has all along ex- 
pressed a firm conviction that he would 
be let live. 

Turner is the second white man ever 
hanged in Hamilton county. 

Ed Turner, the wife-murderer, died 
game! 

At 4:50 o'clock this afternoon, the death 
trap was sprung which launched the 
spirit of the condemned man into eter- 
nity. The death trap was sprung by Sher- 
iff Shipp, who said, "May the Lord have 
mercy on your soul," and gave the lever 
a jerk. Immediately, the door of the trap 
fell back and Turner's body shot down- 
ward like an arrow for five and a half 
feet. He was pronounced dead in eleven 
minutes, having died by breaking his 
neck. In four seconds, the pulse almost 
stopped beating, and then his pulse went 
up to 130 beats per minute. 

Sheriff Shipp entered ahead of the pris- 
oner. The condemned man was followed 
by Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of the Cente- 
nary church, Dr. W. C. Robertson, rector 
of Christ Episcopal church, Dr. E. E. Wi- 
ley and Christian Menzler, his spiritual 
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advisers. 

Turner was seated in a chair which had 
been provided for the purpose, while re- 
ligious services were held. He looked in 
a rather scrutinizing manner at the gal- 
lows, but said not a word. 

He wore the black suit which had been 
provided for him, and looked clean and 
neat as a pin. 

The condemned man's spiritual adviser 
sang a verse of “Rock of Ages,” which 
was followed by a most earnest prayer 
delivered by Dr. Baylor. 

His prayer in part, was as follows: 


Dr. Baylor’s Prayer 

“God of the living and dead into Thy 
hands we launch the spirit of our 
brother. We thank Thee that Thou hast 
forgiven his sins and that Thou has 
given him great courage. May this 
courage not fail him. Receive him into 
everlasting life.” 


With the closing of this most simple and 
effective prayer, Chief Deputy Fred 
Frawley and Day Jailer John Gillespie 
led the prisoner on the trap door. A black 
belt was strapped securely around his 
waist and arms and one was buckled 
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around his legs. 

Chief Deputy Fred Frawley adjusted the 
hangman’s rope which had been tied and 
was ready to receive its victim. 


The Death Leap 

All was then ready for the fatal fall, and 
while the deepest silence pervaded the 
death chamber, which is a very small 
room, Sheriff Shipp uttered the last 
words Ed Turner ever heard on earth. 
The death trap was sprung, and with a 
“click,” the body shot into eternity. 

Drs. Cooper Holtzclaw, Dr. E. E. Kerr 
and J. R. Rathmell and others kept ac- 
count of the condemned man's pulse. As 
they did so, Dr. Holtzclaw called out the 
condition of the man's pulse. 

Among those admitted to the death 
chamber, were representatives of the 
three daily papers, an Associated Press 
operator, Deputy Criminal Court Clerk 
Charley Hays, N. L. Bachman, Will T. 
Shepherd, Joshua J. Sykes, Esquire Joe 
Bork, Esquire Light, P. G. Cotter, O. G. 
Stone, Patrolmen Abercrombie, Cum- 
mings and others. 

The remains got on the 10:40 train for 
Lexington tonight. 
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Sang Old Time Hymns. 

In Turner's room, gathered early this af- 
ternoon Dr. J. A. Baylor, Dr. E. E. Wiley, 
Rev. W. C. Robertson and Christian 
Menzler of Grant University to conduct 
services. Wm. Wheelock and Chas. Ivins 
were also present and Silas Jones, the 
Kentucky friend, who took charge of the 
remains, together with two newspaper 
men and Deputies Joe and Julian Shipp. 
All of the ministers made brief talks, and 
many old-time hymns were sung. In 
some of the more familiar hymns, Turner 
himself joined, and while his voice could 
not be distinguished above the rest, he 
seemed to be calm, and his lips moved 
evenly and composedly. 

He was dressed in a simple suit of black, 
with a black bow tie, a pink tea rose on 
his coat lapel. A pair of white kid gloves 
were the only unusual features of his toi- 
let. He spoke several times during the af- 
ternoon and always intimated his will- 
ingness to die. 

The demeanor of Silas Jones was no- 
ticed, it being reverential, and while 
tinged with the deepest grief, composed 
and natural. He was unable to follow in 
several hymns, but on others led off with 
a good baritone voice. 
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March to Scaffold. 

Promptly at 4:35, with the final singing 
of "Nearer, My God, to Thee," and a 
benediction, Capt. Shipp passed the word 
up that all was ready. The black belt was 
placed around the waist of the ill-fated 
Ed Turner. He made no last statement. A 
simple "good-bye" to each of his friends 
present and "I am ready to go" was all 
that he said. He was pale and yet his face 
was slightly flushed, as has been often 
noted during his residence at the jail. Af- 
ter all had bidden him good-bye, some 
requested to leave, except the ministers. 
Deputies Fred Frawley, John Gillespie 
and Julian Shipp then took charge of the 
prisoner and with the four ministers, 
marched through the corridors to the 
scaffold. 


With a Firm Tread. 

Turner marched with a steady step. 
Though his face was averted, his eyes 
were fairly calm and not a tear nor a 
tremor could be detected. There was no 
cringing, nor any holding back. It seem- 
ed that he knew the fates had decreed his 
going and he proved the sincerity of his 
confession of faith in Christ by going to 
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the room of his doom rather as a martyr 
would go to his sacrifice than a criminal 
to an ignominious death. 


Resigned to his Fate. 

That Ed Turner was resigned to his fate, 
there cannot be the slightest doubt. He 
has made no protest whatever concerning 
the action of the Governor and the man- 
date of the law. This morning he was not 
so talkative as on former occasions and 
with that exception, he was the same 
stolid Ed Turner he has been since the 
day of his capture. He resolved to take 
courage and meet his awful fate with 
nerve. 

Sheriff J. F. Shipp, who sprang the 
death-trap with his own hands, first 
broke the news to the condemned pris- 
oner that Governor Patterson would not 
further interfere in the case soon after 10 
o’clock this morning. There was seem- 
ingly not a tremor nor even a movement 
of the prisoner's lips. He dropped his 
head and said not a word. 


Death Warrant Read. 
Sheriff Shipp read the death warrant to 
the condemned man at 11 o'clock in his 








394 Newspaper Articles 


private cell, No. 16, in the presence of 
Drs. E. E. Wiley, pastor of the Highland 
Park M. E. Church, South, and Dr. J. A. 
Baylor, pastor of the Centenary church. 
Turner was silent throughout the reading, 
and uttered not a word. He kept his head 
hanging all the while as if in deep 
thought, but there were no indications of 
a breakdown. 


Hundreds See Prisoner. 

Over five hundred people, most of them 
gentlemen, were admitted to the jail to 
see the prisoner up to noon today. Sheriff 
Shipp shut the jail doors on the public at 
1 o’clock, at the request of the con- 
demned man. 

For each and every visitor, Turner had a 
kind word and seemed to appreciate the 
sympathy that was expressed in his fa- 
vor. If anything was given him he never 
failed to thank the donor. 

He was visited by the throngs in the hos- 
pital cell on the south side of the jail on 
the second or top floor. He was removed 
from his cell in the jail soon after the 
death warrant was read to the condemned 
man. He was accompanied to the hos- 
pital cell by Deputies Joe Shipp and 
Charley Baker who kept the death watch 
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on the prisoner since early this morning. 


Told Prisoners Good-Bye. 

The score or more of other white prison- 
ers on the same floor of the jail where 
Turner had been confined were ordered 
into their cells, and as he passed them by, 
Ed grasped them by the hand and bade 
them “good-bye.” Deputies Joe Shipp 
and Baker kept up the death watch until 
the end. 


Incidents at Jail. 

After the condemned man had been re- 
moved from his usual cell on the second 
floor to the hospital cell, he handed to 
Jailer Gillespie a small religious volume 
which had been loaned by Mrs. Par- 
tridge, a cripple of this city, and asked 
the officer to be certain to return the 
book. “I want you to be sure and take 
good care of this book and be sure to re- 
turn it in good order, for Mrs. Partridge 
has been very kind to me,” said Turner. 
Among those who visited Turner this 
morning, was a reporter for the Chat- 
tanooga News, who handed the con- 
demned man a cigar, and asked him to 
smoke it in peace. He only thanked the 
reporter as he has always done, but said 
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nothing further. While still seated in a 
chair in the cell, and still smoking an- 
other cigar which had been given him by 
another friend, indications of nervous- 
ness were plainly evident, and one of the 
bystanders encouraged him to “keep up 
his courage,” to which he made no reply. 

One of the things which he seemed to 
appreciate more than anything else, was 
a fine basket of fruit which was sent him 
by some of the good ladies of the com- 
munity. The latest basket contained or- 
anges, apples, bananas, etc. 


Came for Remains. 

Eli C. Jones, a nurseryman of McWhor- 
ter, Laurel county, Ky., arrived in the city 
this morning to accompany the remains 
to the final resting place beside the 
graves of the father and mother of 
Turner. 

Mr. Jones is a friend of the Turner fam- 
ily. He was sent by George Turner, the 
brother of the condemned man. 

“George Turner was afraid that he could 
not find the way to this city,” said Mr. 
Jones, "and that is the reason why they 
sent me. I tell you the Turners were al- 
ways illiterate, and I cannot wonder at 
the end to which Ed has come. His home 
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training was not the best." 

Mr. Jones was one of the visitors that 
called on Ed this morning. He asked Ed 
if he knew him, and Ed replied that he 
did not. Mr. Jones then made himself 
known, and Ed seemed delighted to see 
him. Mr. Jones asked the condemned 
man if he loved his wife, and he replied 
that he did and was about to give a state- 
ment about the killing, when some one 
remarked that there was a newspaper re- 
porter present and he should not make a 
statement. Turner would say nothing 
more. He seemed to realize the fact that 
Jones had been delegated to come for his 
remains, and this seemed to worry him 
somewhat. 


Sheriff Shipp stated this afternoon, that 
the remains would be turned over to the 
Coroner, as it is the usual disposition of 
the white pauper dead. The Sheriff stated 
that after the remains are turned over to 
the Coroner and Mr. Jones desires some 
other arrangements, it will, of course, be 
agreeable to him. It is understood, how- 
ever, that the arrangements will be agree- 
able to Mr. Jones and the body will be 
placed in a plain coffin and shipped to 
Shoulder Blade, Ky. 
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Presented with Last Suit. 

This morning, Sheriff Shipp presented to 
the condemned man, the garb which he 
wore to the gallows. The outfit is com- 
posed of a black suit of clothing, a pair 
of shoes, a white laundered shirt, a laun- 
dered collar, a black necktie and white 
gloves. 


His Last Meal. 

Turner's last dinner was given him at 
12:30 o'clock. It was an unusual dinner, 
different from that which he had been ac- 
customed to, and consisted of coffee, 
rolls, steak, milk, a nice dessert, etc. 
Turner seemed to enjoy his last meal, but 
he said it did not taste as good as his 
meals did when he was "down on the 
farm," and smiled faintly. 


Their Last Visit. 

Attorney George W. Chamlee, of the 
firm of Cummings & Chamlee, paid their 
client his last visit this morning about 
11:30 o'clock. Turner said nothing, but 
seemed very cheerful. Attorney E. L. 
Whitaker saw Turner for the last time 
this afternoon. 
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Second White Hanging. 
(...omitted...) 


The Crime. 

Ed Turner killed his wife, Lillian Tur- 
ner, on the side of Lookout mountain on 
the afternoon of April 2, 1907. He cut her 
throat from ear to ear, almost, with a 
pocket knife. On his trial, Turner made a 
confession, saying that he flew into a fit 
of passion and struck his wife with the 
knife before he knew what he was doing, 
because his wife swore she would con- 
tinue to keep company with J. E. Jones 
and F. F. Reeves, two Atlanta young 
men, if she wanted to do so. 

Turmer and his wife came to this city on 
the night of April 1, 1907, from Atlanta. 
They were followed by Jones and Reeves 
on the following morning. Turner and his 
wife had gone from Atlanta to Marietta 
on a trolley line where they were fol- 
lowed by Jones and Reeves. At this 
point, the four people came on trains to 
Chattanooga. 

Turner and his wife and another man, a 
traveling salesman, slept in a hotel on 
lower Market street on the night of April 
1. The next morning, Turner and his wife 
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boarded and Alton Park car at Ninth and 
Market streets and Jones and Reeves 
caught the same car near Eleventh and 
Market streets. At the foot of the incline, 
Jones and Reeves got off the car and 
went up towards the ticket office, believ- 
ing that Turner and his wife would fol- 
low. The latter got off and started up the 
mountain road afoot. That was about 
noon. Jones and Reeves believed that 
Turner and his wife would come back in 
a short time and all would take an incline 
car for the top of the mountain. Jones 
and Reeves waited at the foot of the in- 
cline, until sometime after 3 o'clock, 
when they grew tired of waiting for the 
couple, and they boarded a car for the 
city. A short distance north of St. Elmo, 
Turner got on the same car, but without 
“Lillie,” as the boys called Turner's wife, 
to their utter astonishment. "Where is 
Lillie?" they asked. "Why, she came to 
town long ago," was Turner's reply. 

Not satisfied with the answer given by 
Turner, Jones and Reeves believed some 
wrong had befallen the woman and they 
left the car and began a search for her. 

When they returned to the incline sta- 
tion, they learned that Lillie had been 
murdered. She had already been discov- 
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ered by Will Powell and Hosea Younger, 
two St. Elmo boys who happened to be 
playing about the scene of the crime. The 
woman had died on her back. The re- 
mains were taken in charge by L. J. 
Sharp & Co., and were identified by both 
Jones and Reeves. 

Lillie Turner was about 20 years of age, 
and quite pretty. Her mother is Mrs. Lou 
Burcham, of Frozen Creek, Ky., who at- 
tended the trial, and so wrought up was 
she over the killing that she expressed a 
desire to see her son-in-law perish on the 
gallows. 


The Capture. 
Turner remained on the car, and it is be- 
lieved that when he reached the city, he 
took the very first train out of the city for 
his native mountains in Breathitt county, 
Ky. At any rate, Sheriff Shipp, believing 
that Turner was hiding in the mountains 
of his home, began a systematic search 
for the wife-murderer. A happy thought 
entered his mind. At that time a young 
Kentuckian was charged with the killing 
of a negro here. He had been tried, and 
his hearing had resulted in a mistrial. His 
name is D. D. Edwards. He had known 
the Turners and was thoroughly ac- 
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quainted with the mountains of Breathitt, 
and adjoining counties. Edwards could 
disguise himself and penetrate the deep- 
est recesses of the Kentucky mountains 
without being detected. Edwards was 
sent as a spy into that country along in 
June, 1907. The case was almost lost 
sight of until August 3, when the news 
was flashed over the wire that Turner had 
been captured at the home of his brother- 
in-law, George Combs, in Lee county, 
Ky. 

Edwards had set the trap, given the Ken- 
tucky officers the clue, and left the coun- 
try. 

Turner was arrested by two deputy sher- 
iffs, under Sheriff Sizemore, of Lee 
county, where he had been sleeping on 
the night of August 2, 1907. One of the 
officers, in order to test the fighting qual- 
ities of Turner, first poked his hat, hang- 
ing on a stick, through the hole of the at- 
tic, and there being no response, rammed 
his head and the upper part of his body 
through the hole and at the same time, 
held an ugly revolver on the wife-mur- 
derer. Turner put up his hands hesitat- 
ingly, and asked the privilege to go after 
his shoes, which was denied him. 

He was taken to Lexington, Ky., where 
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Sheriff Shipp met the prisoner and Sher- 
iff Sizemore, a deputy, and Sheriff Shipp, 
brought the prisoner to Hamilton county. 
A clever trick used by Sheriff Shipp in 
getting out circulars giving the reward 
for Turner’s capture, was the transform- 
ing of a gun held in the hands of Turner 
in a photograph, to that of a banjo, in or- 
der that the terror of a Winchester rifle 
might not be so apparent. Edwards play- 
ed an important part in the capture. He 
caused it to be reported that there was a 
reward of $900 out for the capture of 
Turner, when, as a matter of fact, only 
about $250 reward had been offered. 


Turner’s Trial. 

Tumer’s case was set for trial before 
Judge McReynolds at the October term, 
1907, and was one among the first cases 
to be tried at this term. After three days' 
hearing, Turner was convicted of murder 
in the first degree and sentenced to hang. 

Turner employed the services of Attor- 
neys W. H. Cummings and E. L. Whit- 
aker, who have not left a single thing un- 
done in their efforts to save the neck of 
their client. The plea of the defendant 
was insanity, coupled with the defense 
that Turner had been driven to distraction 
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by the kind of life his wife was alleged to 
have been leading. To counteract the ef- 
fect of the alleged life of shame that was 
being engaged in by Lillie Turner, the 
State, which was most ably represented 
by Atty. Gen. Whitaker, charged that 
Turner had sold his wife into a life of 
shame. In order to substantiate such a 
charge, Jones and Reeves played an im- 
portant part in the trial. They portrayed a 
disgraceful scene which is alleged to 
have been enacted on the banks of the 
Chattahoochee river, where Jones and 
Reeves, Turner and his wife and another 
woman by the name of Effie, were the 
principals. The State attempted to show 
by George Kilgore and Ed Bass, motor- 
man and conductor on the car on which 
Turner and his wife and Jones and 
Reeves were riding to Lookout moun- 
tain, that Turner was angry at his wife 
and was in a threatening attitude. 

Up to the dramatic point when Turner 
got on the witness stand, a very strong 
chain of circumstances had been welded 
which pointed to the guilt of the defen- 
dant, but the climax was reached when 
Turner made a confession. The incidents 
concerning the confession had wonderful 
influence on the listeners, and when Tur- 
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ner described the manner in which he 
raked his wife across the throat with the 
knife, the dropping of a pin in any part of 
the court room, could have been easily 
heard. 

"I loved my wife. I reprimanded her for 
the life she was living and asked her to 
do better. She replied 'I will do asId_n 
please.’ and not knowing what I was do- 
ing, I struck her with my knife, with 
which I was whittling," said Turner in a 
rather calm and deliberate manner. Tur- 
ner declared that no thought of doing his 
wife harm had entered his mind until that 
very moment, and he lost control of him- 
self from that very moment. 


Supreme Court’s Action. 

When the case was called in the lower 
court, Turner's counsel made a hard fight 
for a continuance on the ground that if 
witnesses could be secured from Ken- 
tucky, a plea of hereditary insanity could 
be established. The trial went on, how- 
ever. On this point, counsel for Turner 
has insisted all along that their client is 
guilty of nothing more than voluntary 
manslaughter, and they honestly believ- 
ed that their client is, and has been irre- 
sponsible because of insanity in the fam- 
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ily of his parents and ancestors. 

At any rate, the case was appealed to the 
Supreme Court after Judge McReynolds 
had overruled a motion for a new trial. 
The Supreme Court heard the case at the 
November term in Knoxville, and on 
Dec. 1, handed down an opinion affirm- 
ing the decision of the lower court. There 
were two dissenting voices among the 
members of the court, however, two of 
the Supreme Court judges did not believe 
that Turner had killed his wife in cold 
blood and with willful premeditation and 
malice aforethought. 

The order, however, was made for the 
execution to take place Jan 27, 1908, be- 
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Then began a fight to have the pris- 
oner’s death sentence commuted. Per- 
sonal letters and telegrams poured into 
the office of the Chief Executive, which, 
with the examination of the record by the 
Governor, had the effect of securing a re- 
prieve for thirty days. 

The reprieve expired at 5 o’clock this af- 
ternoon. 


Turner’s Last Statement. 
Ed Turner made his last statement to his 
attorneys, W. H. Cummings and E. L. 
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Whitaker, in the hospital cell of the 
county jail this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 
The statement was taken in short-hand 
by Boyd Thompson, the well-known 
court stenographer. His statement is simi- 
lar to that which he made on the witness 
stand. Closing, the condemned man said: 


"I go to meet my Maker without en- 
mity towards anyone, but with the 
deepest gratitude towards those who 
have ministered to me in my distress." 


The statement follows: 

"Realizing that at 5 o’clock this even- 
ing I will be executed, having been in- 
formed that the Governor refuses to 
take any action in my behalf, I now 
wish to make a final statement of the 
facts of my case." 

"I was born and raised in Breathitt 
county, Kentucky, married Miss Lilly 
Burcham in that county sometime in 
the fall of 1906. Soon after our mar- 
riage, we moved to Cartersville, Ga. 
After being in Cartersville for about a 
month, I learned that my wife had 
been leading such a life, that she was 
asked to leave the town. The chief of 
police ordered her to leave, and gave 
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her only twelve hours in which to get 
out. She came to me and told me that 
the chief had ordered her to go; and 
this was the first information I receiv- 
ed of the life she was leading. There- 
upon, I went to the chief of police, on 
the following morning, and asked him 
the cause of my wife having to leave 
town, and he informed me it was on 
account of her immoral conduct since 
we had been in the town, and that it 
had grown to be such a nuisance, that 
she could not be tolerated any longer. I 
then went back to my wife and told 
her that, as she had to go, if she would 
go down to Atlanta and there wait un- 
til I could wind up my little affairs, I 
would then come down and join her, 
and we would go back to our native 
state and county to live. According to 
arrangements, my wife left on the next 
train for Atlanta, and I remained in 
Cartersville to wind up my business." 
"On Sunday, March 31, I went down 
to Atlanta to join my wife to take her 
back to Kentucky. When I got down to 
Atlanta, I went to the hotel where she 
had written me she was stopping, and 
inquired there for her. I was informed 
that she was not stopping there, but 
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was stopping at the Georgia Hotel. I 
then went to the Georgia Hotel and in- 
quired for her there, and the clerk in- 
formed me that she was not there. I 
then went back to the Germania Hotel, 
but was again told by the clerk, there 
that he knew she was at the Georgia 
Hotel. Thereupon I got two policemen 
to aid me in the search for my wife, 
and I went in company with these two 
policemen to this Georgia Hotel, and 
they went through the hotel and lo- 
cated my wife in a room with a man 
by the name of Jones, the same man 
who came here and testified against 
me. They were in bed in this hotel, 
and registered under some assumed 
name as man and wife. They were 
both arrested and taken to police head- 
quarters. After they had been taken to 
police headquarters, my wife tele- 
phoned to me and begged me to come 
and get her, which I did. I went down 
there, paid her fine, and took her back 
to the hotel, where we remained that 
night, and on the following day, we 
left for Chattanooga, Tenn., on our 
way back to Breathitt County, Ken- 
tucky. But before we left Atlanta, this 
man Jones, who had been arrested the 
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night before with my wife, came to us 
on the street and followed us from 
there to the depot, and followed us 
from there to Marietta, a suburb of At- 
lanta, where my wife and I went to 
board the train for Chattanooga." 

“We boarded the train at Marietta, 
leaving Jones there, and came on to 
Chattanooga, arriving here on _ the 
night of April 1. We stayed all night at 
some hotel here in Chattanooga, and 
on the morning of April 2, we went 
down to the depot to inquire what time 
we could catch a train that would 
carry us back to our home. When I got 
to the depot, I left my wife standing 
on the outside and went in to inquire 
of the agent and get this information, 
and while in there, I was informed that 
it would be several hours before we 
could catch a train. I came back out to 
join my wife, and as I came out of the 
depot, this man Jones, who had fol- 
lowed us to Chattanooga, was stand- 
ing there talking to my wife, in front 
of the Union depot. When I appeared 
on the scene he turned and walked 
away. I joined my wife, and we walk- 
ed up towards Market street from the 
Union depot. We then decided that, as 
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we had to lay over here for several 
hours, we would go to some point of 
interest. We inquired where to go and 
were informed that Lookout Mountain 
would be a good trip for us, so we de- 
cided to go to the mountain. I inquired 
of a street car conductor how to get to 
the mountain, and he told me what car 
to catch.” 

“So, when the mountain car came 
along, my wife and I got on the car 
and started for the mountain. We had 
only been on the car a short time, 
when Jones and a man by the name of 
Reeves, whose name I afterwards 
learned, boarded the car. When we ar- 
rived at Mountain Junction, Jones and 
Reeves got off the car and went across 
the street towards the incline that goes 
up the mountain. I took my wife and 
went up the big road—the wagon road 
that leads up the mountain. I did this 
for the purpose of avoiding Jones, 
who had been arrested for being in 
bed with my wife in Atlanta, and who 
had followed us here and had followed 
us to the mountain. I decided that if I 
could take my wife and walk up this 
wagon road and avoid contact with 
these two Atlanta men it would be bet- 
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ter for me to walk than to take the 
chances of going on the incline in 
company with these two men.” 

"While going up the mountain, and 
after we had got some distance up the 
mountain, I was talking to my wife, 
chiding her for the way she had been 
conducting herself, for the life she was 
leading, and telling her that she had 
been untrue to me; that she could have 
lived a happy life and made me a 
happy man; that instead of doing so, 
she had been untrue; telling her that 
she had caused these men to follow 
her here, and begging her to quit the 
life she had been leading and to go to 
our native county to make me a true 
and loving wife. In reply to this she 
stated, with an oath, that she would do 
as she pleased; that she was not going 
to quit leading the life she was lead- 
ing. This so enraged me that, in a fit of 
passion, absolute loss of the control of 
my will power, reason dethroned, and 
with a knife I then had open in my 
hand, with which I had been whittling 
as I walked up the mountain, I wheel- 
ed and struck the blow which took her 
life. I struck that blow not because of 
any murderous intent in my heart, but 
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because of my extreme love for that 
woman. I loved my wife better than I 
loved anything on this earth, and had 
she been true to me, I would today be 
a happy man." 

“After I had struck this awful blow, I 
came back to the street car, line and 
boarded the street car, coming to Chat- 
tanooga to give myself up, and to tell 
what I had done and why I had done 
it. After I had come some distance on 
the street car, I changed my mind, got 
off the street car and went across the 
country back to Kentucky.” 

"It was insisted in the trial of my 
case, that I cut my wife's throat five 
times. That is a mistake: I struck her 
one blow, and that was a slash with a 
knife, and only one blow did I strike 
her. It was further insisted in the trial 
of my case, that I was in Atlanta on 
the Saturday previous to the killing, 
and that evidence went to show that I 
went with my wife and these men 
Jones and Reeves and a girl by the 
name of Effie out on the river bank 
somewhere above Atlanta, and that 
there we had whisky and beer to drink 
—in other words, that it was an awful 
debauch, the way they pictured it— 
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and it was enough to prejudice the 
minds of any jury against me. I want 
to state here, as my last statement, 
knowing that it cannot change the re- 
sult one way or the other, that I was 
not in Atlanta on that river debauch at 
all. On the day that they say that I was 
with them on that awful debauch, I 
was then winding up my affairs in 
Cartersville, Ga., preparatory to going 
to Atlanta and meeting my wife and 
taking her back home. Why Jones and 
Reeves should come to Chattanooga 
and testify against me with reference 
to that river debauch as they did, and 
help prejudice the minds of not only 
the jury, but of the entire community 
against me is more than I can under- 
stand. They must have wanted to clear 
their own skirts in some way, and they 
laid the blame on me." 

“The foregoing is a full, complete and 
correct statement of this entire matter, 
made, as before stated, in view of im- 
pending death.” 

“In view of the fact that I am a 
stranger in this community, and the se- 
riousness of the crime with which I 
am charged, I feel that the good peo- 
ple of Chattanooga have been very 
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kind to me, for which I am deeply 
grateful. I want to thank them. Capt. 
Shipp and his deputies have shown me 
every possible courtesy. They have 
been kind to me. I want to thank 
them.” 

“T go to meet my Maker without en- 
mity towards those who have minis- 
tered to me in my distress.” 


The Death Warrant. 


STATE OF TENNESSEE. 

To the Honorable, the Judge of the 
Criminal Court of Hamilton County, 
Holding and Presiding at Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee: 


Whereas, In our Supreme Court at 
Knoxville, at the September term, 1907, 
it was adjudged and ordered in the case 
of Ed Turner Vs. The State, brought be- 
fore us by appeal from your Court, that 
the same be remanded thereto for fur- 
ther proceedings and final determination 
therein. These are, therefore, to com- 
mand you, the Court aforesaid, that you 
proceed with the execution of this judg- 
ment of our said Supreme Court by such 
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further proceedings in your Court as 
shall effectuate the objects of this order 
to remand and attain the ends of justice. 
Witness, S. E. Cleage, Clerk of our said 
Supreme Court, at the office in Knox- 
ville, the second Monday in September, 
1907. 
S. E. CLEAGE, Clerk. 
Endorsed: Ed Turner vs. The State. 
Issued December 23, 1907. 
SUPREME COURT OF TENNES- 
SEE, AT KNOXVILLE, SEP- 

TEMBER TERM, 1907. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1907. 


Court met pursuant to adjournment, 
present and presiding, the Hon. Chief 
Justice W. D. Beard, and Hon. Associate 
Justices W. K. McAllister, M. M. Neil, 
Jno. K. Shields and Special Justice Jno. 
H. Henderson. 

The minutes of Saturday were read and 
signed, when the following proceedings 
were had, to wit: 

Ed Turner vs. The State—Affirmed and 
remanded. Murder. 

Came the Attorney-General on behalf of 
the State and the prisoner, Ed Turner, in 
proper person, whereupon this cause was 
heard upon the transcripts of the record 
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from the Criminal Court of Hamilton 
County, and after consideration by the 
Court, it appearing that there is no error 
in the judgment of said Criminal Court, 
the same is in all things affirmed. 

It is therefore ordered by the Court that 
said Ed Turner be remanded to the cus- 
tody of the Sheriff of Hamilton County, 
wherein the crime was committed, and 
that he be safely kept in the common jail 
of said county, and that said Sheriff of 
Hamilton County will on Monday, the 
27th day of January, 1908, take the said 
Ed Turner between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., on that date, and upon a gal- 
lows erected for that purpose within the 
jail or jail-yard of Hamilton County, 
within an enclosure, will hang the said 
Ed Turner by the neck until he is dead. 

A copy of this judgment will be certified 
to the Sheriff of Hamilton County for his 
authority for the execution of the said Ed 
Turner as provided and adjudged by this 
court. 

Thereupon, on motion of the Attorney- 
General, the Court is pleased to order 
that this cause, with respect to all the 
costs herein-before adjudged against the 
plaintiff in error, except the costs of the 
appeal, be, and the same is hereby re- 
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Note: It says he wore a “bow tie,” but it also 
says he wore “necktie”... so which? 

Changed: 

1 “Nov. 1" to “Dec. 1” 

2. “Sheriff Hazemore’ to “Sheriff Sizemore” 
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Tennessean, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 8 


TWO MURDERERS 
WILL HANG TODAY 


JNO. CARMACK AND ED 
TURNER 


SUPREME COURT WILL SOON 
COMPLETE CALL. 


Many Cases Are Heard by High 
Court and End of Docket Will Be 
Reached Next Week—Charter 
Record—Other Capitol Notes. 


Gov. Patterson, so far as is known here, 
has refused to stay the sentence of the law, 
and John Carmack, of Knoxville, and Ed 
Turner, the notorious wife-murderer of 
Chattanooga, will expiate their crimes on 
the gallows today. Each of these men has 
been reprieved several times by Gov. Pat- 
terson, and by a coincidence not account- 
able for in the executive office, these two 
violators of the law will pay the highest 
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penalty the same day. Little has been 
heard of any effort in Carmack's behalf 
since the Governor granted the last respite 
at the earnest solicitation of prominent 
ministers in Knoxville, who asked that the 
time be extended so that Carmack could 
prepare for eternity. However, two re- 
prieves were granted to this man, both for 
the same reason, and it is understood that 
the Governor has definitely decided that 
no interference with the sentence of the 
law will be made. 

For about two or three weeks prominent 
Chattanooga attorneys, have been in con- 
ference with the Governor urging him to 
commute the sentence of Ed Turner. He 
has reprieved him twice. Dispatches from 
Chattanooga are to the effect that Turner 
has given up all hope and has been mak- 
ing preparations to meet his fate. It is un- 
derstood that he has been converted. 
Turner is probably the most noted prison- 
er hung in Tennessee for several years. 
The crime which he committed was an 
atrocious one, and little trouble was en- 
countered in making out a clear case of 
murder in the first degree. A determined 
effort, however, was made to save his life, 
and scores of letters and telegrams were 
received by Gov. Patterson from Turner’s 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 5 


(Part one of article) 


ED TURNER’S 
EXECUTION 


Wife Murderer Pays Forfeit 
of his Life to the State. 


WENT CALMLY TO DEATH 
WEARING A BOUTONNIERE 


First Hanging of a White 
Man in Hamilton County 
for Thirty Years. 


TURNER’S GALLOWS’ TALK 
WAS SIMPLY “GOOD-BYE” 


Throughout the Day the Condemned 
Man was Engaged in Religious 
Exercises, Joining Heartily in 
the Singing of Hymns—Wide- 
spread Curiosity Mani- 
fested in the City. 
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At exactly 4:53 o'clock yesterday after- 
noon, Sheriff Shipp sprung the trap that 
let the body of Ed Turner drop to its 
death, and sent the soul of Lillie Turner's 
murderer into eternity. 

Seven minutes and two seconds later, a 
committee of physicians noted the last 
pulse beat, and Ed Turner was dead. 

He had paid the penalty of his dark deed 
of April 2, 1907, when he cut the throat of 
his Kentucky wife and left her body lying 
upon the side of Lookout mountain to be 
found by strangers. 

“Good-bye” was Ed Turner's last word. 
He said it to Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of 
Centenary Methodist church, who had just 
uttered a prayer for the repose of the con- 
demned man's soul. 

“Good-bye” was all Turner said to any- 
one after the arrival of Capt. J. F. Shipp 
and his officers into the cell where an 
hour of religious exercises had been con- 
ducted for his benefit. With a look of 
solemnity, he faced the ordeal, and with a 
calm demeanor, he went through with it. 

The sentence, first imposed by Judge 
McReynolds, following the verdict of 
guilty pronounced by a jury of twelve, 
and later affirmed by the supreme court, 
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has been executed, and so far as Tennes- 
see provides, the murder of Lillie Turner, 
wayward child of Kentucky mountains, 
has been avenged. 

The expected last statement of Turner, 
never came. Many hoped that before the 
last moment, he would utter some word 
indicative of remorse or regret at his dark 
crime. But no such word escaped him in 
any public place. He professed religion, 
and at numerous times declared God had 
forgiven him; but if he ever regretted the 
murder of his wife, he did not say so. This 
was the one disappointment to Captain 
Shipp, whom the law made the condemn- 
ed man’s executioner. 

It was 4:46 o'clock when the sheriff con- 
ducted Turner into the hangman's room in 
the basement of the jail. A great crowd— 
as large as could find standing room— 
was in waiting. The sheriff was accompa- 
nied by deputies F. A. Frawley and John 
Gillespie. Dr. J. A. Baylor and the Rev. E. 
E. Wiley were by Turner's side. A chair 
was placed for the Kentuckian a few feet 
from the trap that was soon to drop from 
beneath him. 

Deputy Frawley adjusted a heavy leather 
belt about Turner’s waist. On his hands, 
the doomed man wore white gloves. A 
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new black cloth suit and bright, patent 
leather shoes, with immaculate linen and 
black cravat had been furnished by the 
sheriff. Some visitor had given him a full 
blown pink rose. This he wore on the 
lapel of his coat. He was dressed for the 
tomb! 

A young theological student started 
“Rock of Ages.” The ministers and Turner 
joined in the singing, the latter all the 
time, keeping time with a pat of the foot. 
Doctor Baylor prayed for the repose of 
the man's soul and committed him to the 
mercy of God. 

With a call for silence on the part of the 
crowd present, Captain Shipp directed 
completion of the preparations. Small 
straps, attached to the leather belt, already 
in place, fastened Turner’s hands to his 
side, and then he was led by Deputy 
Frawley and Gillespie to his place in the 
center of the trap. Another strap was 
placed around his ankles. 

Turner had already told the sheriff he had 
nothing to say. 

With bowed head, he stood in silence 
while the two deputies adjusted the black 
cap. The sea grass rope that has done duty 
in other cases of capital punishment, was 
placed about his neck. The knot had al- 
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ready been tied. 

Turner had approached the scaffold with 
all these grim preparations in full view. If 
he quailed in spirit or failed in nerve, 
there was nothing in his demeanor to indi- 
cate it. And as he stood thus upon the trap, 
a touch of his legs showed that he was 
standing there with out a tremor. 

"May God have mercy on your soul!" 
spoke Captain Shipp, as he grasped the 
lever. The trap fell at 4:53. 

Turner's body dropped and his head fell 
to one side. Doctor Holtzclaw was the 
first to examine the suspended body. The 
physician said at once, that the neck had 
been broken and that Turner's pain was 
momentary. For ten seconds there was no 
pulse, then the heart began to leap and the 
pulse went to 130. After a few seconds, it 
began to drop, and the physicians made 
note as pulsations subsided and life be- 
came extinct. At two seconds after 5 
o'clock—the last hour prescribed by the 
supreme court for Ed Turner to be alive 
upon the earth—he was pronounced dead. 

By order of the sheriff, the crowd dis- 
persed and Frank West, undertaker for L. 
J. Sharp & Co., took the body in charge 
and prepared it for shipment back to the 
murderer’s old Kentucky home. 
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Murderer Participates 
in Religious Exercises 

For an hour prior to the execution, reli- 
gious exercises had been conducted for 
Turner’s benefit in the hospital cell on the 
top floor of the jail. Turner knew early in 
the day, his death was inevitable at 5 
o'clock. Sheriff Shipp had read the death 
warrant to him during the morning hours. 
A telephone message direct from Gover- 
nor Patterson, had commanded the sheriff 
to let the execution proceed. All this, 
Turner well knew. 

It was a sad service. It was much like a 
man attending his own funeral. Within the 
little room were gathered those whom the 
bonds of religion had made Turner’s 
friends; one friend from Kentucky, who 
showed every evidence of being a genuine 
friend; a cousin of the doomed man, who 
has been working in the city but who had 
not previously gone to see Turner; a 
newspaper man or two; several sheriff's 
officers, and a few other men. 

Eli M. Jones from Jackson, Ky., a man 
whose face bears the evidence of a gener- 
ous heart within, was the mourner of the 
occasion. He had come from Kentucky to 
carry the body back to Turner’s native 
hills, where he had declared a desire to be 
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buried. 

Mr. Jones did all he could to convince 
Turner of his interest. While the pastors 
were praying, he wept. Sobs shook his 
frame and tears rolled between his fingers 
as he knelt beside the prison bed. 

By his side, knelt Sam Fraley, a cousin of 
Turner’s for whom the Kentuckian sent 
yesterday, after he had waited until the 
last moment for his kinsman to call. The 
young man's face was immobile—it was 
impossible to determine whether his seri- 
ous visage was caused by sorrow or a 
keen appreciation of his cousin's disgrace. 
The little congregation sang. Well-known 
hymns and gospel songs were sung. 
Turner knew them and joined in the sing- 
ing. All the songs were of his suggestion. 
He knelt with the others during prayer. 
Doctor Baylor, Rev. Mr. Wiley and Dr. C. 
W. Robertson participated in the service. 
After all the songs had been sung and the 
prayers said, Turner asked Mr. Jones 
whether he knew a certain Sunday school 
song they used to sing in Kentucky. The 
Breathitt county man began, and led off 
with two stanzas, Turner joining him. 
Failing to remember the third, Turner 
started it himself and the two sung to the 
end. 
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At this juncture, the sheriff appeared. It 
was 4:40 o'clock. Jones and Fraley bade 
Turner good-bye and left the room. Attor- 
ney G. W. Chamlee, who has been associ- 
ated with the defense of Turner, also said 
good-bye. The ministers shook his hand, 
and then the sheriff took charge. To pre- 
pare Turner for his descent of three flights 
of steps to the room where the gallows 
awaited him, was the work of a moment, 
and all that could be done to comfort the 
doomed man as he stood face to face with 
death had been done. 


Murderer’s Last Day 
not One of Suspense 
Ed Turner's last day of life was not one of 
suspense, as had been anticipated both by 
himself and his jailers. Before 10 o'clock, 
a telephone communication reached At- 
torney W. H. Cummings from Nashville, 
that the governor would not interfere. This 
was in turn transmitted to the sheriff, who 
at once told the murderer. Turner made no 
comment, merely bowing his head, mute- 
ly submitting to a fate the law says is just, 
notwithstanding his repeated declarations 
of his justification in killing his wife. 
Turmer arose about 8 o’clock. Sheriff 
Shipp had left orders that the prisoner 
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should direct the ordering and service of 
his own breakfast. He told his jailer that 
he wanted steak, French fried potatoes, 
fried eggs, warm bread and hot coffee. 
The meal was served as ordered and 
Turmer ate with apparent relish, cleaning 
up the dishes to the last morsel. 

Asked then about his wishes as to dinner, 
he said he thought he would want it 
served about noon, and another meal of 
about the same proportions was provided. 
He smoked his after-meal cigars calmly 
and with evident relish. During the long 
day, he received callers with apparent 
pleasure, chatting briefly with all who 
came. 

Late in the forenoon, he was provided a 
bath, and after dressing, he was given the 
hospital cell on the top floor and was al- 
lowed all the liberties possible until the 
hour of execution approached. 


Many Doctors Present 
to Watch the End 
There were about thirty-five persons 
crowded around the gallows and all the 
two hallways leading to the execution 
room were crowded to the limit. The win- 
dows on the south side of the gallows 
room were crowded to their capacity, and 
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it is estimated that fully three hundred 
men were inside of the jail, the jail yard 
and the street immediately in front of the 
bastile, all of whom were evidently anx- 
ious to see the execution. Just as the 
crowd was filing out of the gallows room, 
and getting into the jail yard for a bit of 
fresh air, the matinee performance audi- 
ence of the Bijou theater poured out into 
the street. Many of the ladies appeared to 
be greatly shocked by the sight of the 
morbidly curious crowd. 
Thirty minutes before the time set for the 
execution, four neatly dressed ladies, who 
were strangers to Sheriff Shipp and his 
deputies, and a majority of the crowd 
present, gained admittance to the jail of- 
fice and at once made an appeal to any 
and all who would listen to them, for the 
life of the condemned man. A newspaper 
reporter, who asked them their names, 
was told it was none of his business. 
Twenty minutes before the hour set for 
the execution, those having invitations to 
the gallows room were instructed to go 
down the steps and take the places allot- 
ted to them. A majority of those who wit- 
nessed the execution were assigned their 
places by Deputy Sheriff Baker, but the 
crowd was so great for the limited space, 








432 Newspaper Articles 


that a change had to be made after Turner 
and those who accompanied him arrived. 
At the bottom of the gallows were a num- 
ber of physicians, They were: 

Doctors E. E. Kerr, Wood Banks, 

Cooper Holtzclaw. J. T. Shepherd, 

J. A. Gentry, E. Johnson, J. J. Gee, 

J. R. Rathmell, A. W. Boyd, 

J. W. Brooks and J. E. Johnson. 


Aside from the officers who were active- 
ly engaged in the execution, there were a 
large number of deputies and policemen 
present. The condemned man was accom- 
panied by: 
Rev. E. E. Wiley, Doctor J. A. Baylor, 
Doctor C. W. Robertson and Christian 
Menzler, a German theological student 
at the University of Chattanooga. 


Among those present in the gallows room 

were: 
Frank Shipp, Charley Hays, Charley 
Howard, Dave Coffey, Harry Cornes, 
J. H. Sykes, W. G. Foster, James 
Barnes, T. R. Moss, W. Whitlock, W. 
B. Crabtree, James Carter, W. E. 
Wheelock, Henry May, C. B. Blevins, 
Patrolman Broxton and J. H. Jones. 
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Thought of his Promise 
an Instant before Death 


One of the physicians attending the hang- 

ing made the statement to a Times reporter 
last evening: "Four of the doctors had an 
understanding with Turner to the effect 
that, if, after the drop fell, he felt any con- 
sciousness, he would move his fingers— 
the method in which his hands were 
bound being such as to permit of move- 
ment. When the body dropped, all of the 
physicians—two above and two below— 
watched the fingers. At the instant of the 
beginning of the downward movement, 
the finger moved, just enough to be per- 
ceptible and to show that, in the last frac- 
tion of a second of his life, the doomed 
man remembered and sought to carry into 
effect his promise. But, in the almost in- 
calculably brief portion of that second, the 
rope tightened about his neck, and there 
was no further motion—although his 
heart continued to beat for several min- 
utes, so far as consciousness was con- 
cermed. 

Turner's heart beat for eleven and one- 
half minutes after the trap was sprung. In 
the majority of cases, the heart stops beat- 
ing in seven minutes. Doctor Holtzclaw 
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stated that the difference in the case of 
Turner was due to his strong constitution, 
giving him an increased hold on life. 

An examination made after the body was 
taken down, indicated that Turner had not 
undergone any torture by strangulation or 
suffocation. The features were in repose, 
and no indication could be detected that 
death had been painful. The terrible work 
of the law had been done thoroughly and 
humanely as is possible with a rope and a 
trap. 


Turner’s Last Letter 
to his Brother George 


The unfortunate illiterate who paid the 
death penalty on the gallows yesterday, 
penned his last letter Wednesday night. 
Turner gave the letter yesterday to E. C. 
Jones, who came to Chattanooga to wit- 
ness the execution. He was asked to de- 
liver the communication to the brother, to- 
gether with a watch, an old purse, and $8 
in money: The letter is addressed to 
George Turner, the only brother. An exact 
copy was made of the letter last night and 
it is given below in its pathetic simplicity: 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Feb. 26, '08 
Mr. George Turner, 
Shoulder Blade Ky. 
Der Brother. and as i lave you as a 

brother and as thare are But onley to 
of us. it almost brakes my hart to think 
that 1 will leve you all alone in this old 
world and for me to die the death i will 
haft to die. Oh, my God my God think 
about it. Well Brother this is the last 
leter i will Ever rite to you in my life. 
and it is a harble death for me to bee 
murded heare. and i no that i did not 
murder my wife. But it is onley a few 
minits of Punishment. then I will bee at 
rest. iam going home to die no more. 
Brother i Pray to god that you will raise 
your Children up in some christen form. 
and send them to school. try to make 
good men and wimmen out of them. 
hoping you all will live a christen life 
and meat me in heaven. when you all 
die. Brother dont weep after me and i 
do Pray god that he will bee with you 
one and all untell we meat again. so this 
leaves me as well as comen. hoping you 
all ar in joing the Best of helth. i will 
send you the mordgedg of preten spen- 
cers and you can give it to him. soi 
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dont think of eney more to night as it is 
late bedd time. you can Keep this letter 
to remember me. By if you want to. you 
can see this letter a meney a time and 
think of me. 1 will send you my watch 
and you can keep it as long as you live 
and some of my pictures and you can 
send one of them to my Sister and Keep 
the rest. I will close for the last time in 
life So good By to you all. good wish 
to you all. I am yours truley Brother 

as ever 

ED TURNER 


Product of Breathitt was the Murderer 
As indicated by the letter written by 
Tumer which is printed above, the mur- 
derer who went so coolly to his death yes- 
terday was an illiterate Kentuckian. From 
the day of his arrest to his death, he 
avoided discussion that would serve to 
furnish a sketch of his life. Only last night 
was definite information given concerning 
him. According to his statement given 
yesterday, he was 24 years of age last Oc- 
tober. The officials at the jail have him 
recorded as 29. Their record is taken from 
the Kentucky penitentiary record at 
Frankfort. Turner was an inmate of that 
prison two years ago, having been con- 
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victed for malicious shooting. 

He was born in a little log cabin nestled 
among the mountains of Breathitt county, 
“The Dark and Bloody Ground of Old 
Kentucky.” Unguided by a mother, unpro- 
tected by a father, and ignorant of all that 
is refining, he grew up amid scenes of vi- 
olence, for which his native country is 
noted. 

After the death of his mother and father, 
who died when he was but six years old, 
Turner went to live on the farm of his Un- 
cle Ez Spencer, by whom he was raised. 
The boy's life on the farm was one round 
of work from morning until night, to 
which fact he charged his illiteracy. He re- 
mained with his uncle for almost ten 
years, during which time he was em- 
ployed as a farm hand. After leaving 
Spencer, Turner became engaged in the 
lumber camps. 

During the time he was in Breathitt 
county, Turner formed the acquaintance of 
the notorious Judge James Hargis, alleged 
instigator of the murder of James Mar- 
cum. Hargis lost his life at the hands of 
his own son, Beach Hargis, a short time 
ago. Turner is said to have also know Cur- 
tis Jett, convicted murderer of Marcum, 
and also Jim Howard, who is now serving 
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a life term in the state prison of Kentucky 
for complicity in the murder of Gov. 
Goebel, of the Blue Grass state. Several 
years ago, Turner, who was an expert pis- 
tol shot, served a term in the same prison 
for malicious shooting. He was pardoned 
by Gov. Beckham. 

Among his own people, Turner was re- 
garded a good fellow and bore a reputa- 
tion for honesty, despite the fact that he 
was a gambler and a hard drinker. 
According to one who knew him well, he 
was a man of passions, fiery passion, the 
strongest of which was jealousy, and it 
was due to his inability to control this pas- 
sion, that he suffered the most ignomin- 
ious death a man can die. 

Turner will, by his own request, be buried 
beside his parents. Their graves are in 
Breathitt county. His father was known in 
his neighborhood as “Greasy” Bill Turner. 
The parents died of pneumonia. Both 
were ill at the same time. Mr. Jones, who 
was here yesterday from Laurel county, 
Ky., related that the parents were stricken 
about the same time. The husband's death 
followed the passing of the wife within 
twenty minutes. 

Turner's faith in the mercy of a governor 
was doubtless founded upon his experi- 
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ence with Gov. Beckham of Kentucky. 
That official, through the influence of 
somebody, granted Turner an uncondi- 
tional pardon after he had served a few 
months. This experience is known to have 
been the basis of much of Turner's confi- 
dence that Gov. Patterson would show ex- 
ecutive clemency in this, a case of mur- 
der. Turner did not lose hope yesterday 
until after the noon hour. When the after- 
noon began to pass, and no commuting 
message came, he settled himself to face 
the inevitable. 

He was reticent yesterday when asked 
about his kins-people and early life. He 
said he had been a sort of a "stray" with 
no parental counsel since childhood, and 
said his misdeeds were due to that fact. 
He declined to talk about his family. 

The brother, George Turner, is a few 
years older. In sending a representative to 
Chattanooga to witness the execution, the 
brother said to E. C. Jones, who made the 
trip: “I would go myself, but I am afraid 
I'd get lost.” The brother owned jointly 
with yesterday's victim, some farming 
land which he recently sold for $1,250. 
The wayward one sent him all his per- 
sonal possessions, consisting of a watch, 
an old pocketbook and $8 in currency. 
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The watch is a small one and from ap- 
pearance, was probably the property of 
the murdered wife. 

Attorneys and others interested learned 
yesterday, that a fund of $500 had been 
raised in Kentucky to be used in behalf of 
Turner’s defense. It was stated the money 
had been given George Turner to be sent 
to Chattanooga. If the report proves cor- 
rect, the brother failed to obey instruc- 
tions, for it was said last night, not a 
penny of the fund was received either by 
Turner or by anyone representing him. 

Accompanied by E. C. Jones, of Mc- 
Whorter, Ky., whom, it is said, Turner 
once attempted to kill, the body was taken 
to the old home in Breathitt county at 10 
o'clock last night over the Cincinnati 
Southern. The body will first be taken to 
Lexington, from which place it will be 
shipped to Elkatawa, Breathitt county, 
over the Louisville and Eastern railroad. 


A Hangman’s Rope 
with a History 
The rope Sheriff Shipp used yesterday 
has a gruesome record. Its victims have 
been numerous. It has exercised its func- 
tion in many places. Sixty-six murderers 
have been swung into eternity by it. The 
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rope, which is seven-eighths of an inch in 
diameter, was sent to the late Sheriff Scott 
Hyde by the Sing Sing prison officials of 
New York, where it had been in active 
service before electrocution succeeded 
hanging. Sheriffs who succeeded Mr. 
Hyde, have guarded carefully the instru- 
ment of death, but have loaned it fre- 
quently when its service was required by 
outside counties. Several Tennessee sher- 
iffs have demonstrated its usefulness, no- 
tably Sheriff Monteverde, of Shelby 
county, who has used it on six separate 
occasions. Its last victim in Memphis was 
Mose Walds, a negro. He suffered death 
for the murder of Frank Deering, a white 
man. 


Story of the Crime 
and Turner’s Capture 

April 1, 1907, Ed Turner and his wife, 
Lillie, came to Chattanooga from Atlanta. 
Following them, came two men, J. E. 
Jones and F. F. Reeves. The four spent the 
night at a rooming house in this city and 
the next day made a trip to Lookout 
mountain. 


See Page Seven. 
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Chattanooga Daily Times, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 7 


ED TURNER’S 
EXECUTION 


From Page Five. 

Turner and his wife had been at outs be- 
cause of these same two men and they 
quarreled as they traveled up the moun- 
tain pike. Jones and Reeves separated 
from the pair, returning to the city. 

That evening, about 4 o’clock, some 
children at play came upon the dead and 
half-denuded body of a young woman 
partially concealed in the underbrush. 
Her throat had been cut and the mur- 
derer in a frenzy of madness had cruelly 
lacerated the woman. 

It was Lillie Turner, daughter of Mrs. 
Lou Burcham, of Lee county, Ky. All 
doubt that Turner committed the crime 
was set at rest, when he confessed at 
various times subsequent to his later 
capture. 

It is a familiar story how Turner es- 
caped into Alabama and was aided by 
mountaineers to make his way back to 
Kentucky. Four months he was at large, 
but Nemesis pursued him. August 3 he 
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was captured mid his mountain fast- 
nesses by Sheriff Bailey, of Lee county, 
Ky. He was brought back to Chat- 
tanooga, and within ten weeks was un- 
der death sentence for his crime. 


Record in the Courts: 
Cost of a Capital Case 

The court record of the Turner murder 
case is one unusually brief. It begins 
with the indictment found Sept. 10, 
1907, following the arrest in Kentucky, 
and subsequent trip to Chattanooga. For- 
mal arraignment was on Oct. 4, and the 
trial was during the following three 
days. Entry of a verdict of murder in the 
first degree, was made Oct. 8. Immedi- 
ate filmg of a motion for a new trial, 
was followed by a little more than two 
weeks of delay, being overruled by 
Judge McReynolds Oct. 25. On that day, 
the death sentence was pronounced and 
an appeal taken. 

The record in the county offices ends 
here, and the scene shifts to the supreme 
court. The case was argued in November 
by Attorneys Cummings and E. L. 
Whitaker for the plaintiff in error, and 
by the attorney-general for the state. The 
transcript of the evidence and record of 
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the trial here was voluminous. 

It cost the state $55.25. Affirmation of 
sentence was announced, and then came 
the appeal to the governor. Jan. 23, a re- 
spite of thirty days was granted. This 
ended the record, no other word being 
necessary to warrant execution of the 
supreme court sentence, modified only 
as to the date. 

After the death, comes return of the ex- 
ecution and then certification of the 
costs to the state and the Turner case, so 
long before the public, becomes merely 
one of thousands that are buried midst 
musty records and in time forgotten. 


Cost of a Capital Crime. 
It will cost the state of Tennessee about 
$550 to judicially avenge the death of 
Lillie Turner. Of this sum, the ordinary 
court costs—which include fees of the 
witnesses and their mileage, jurors and 
their mileage, clerk and other legitimate 
court costs—amount to $263.45. The 
cost of the appeal was $55.25. Jail fees 
will amount to a little more than $75, to 
which must be added the expense of the 
arrest and trip after the prisoner. A fur- 
ther sum that may be added to the cost 
of the prosecution is the reward of $100 
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offered for apprehension of the mur- 
derer. The final bill that will go to the 
state is a fee of $35 due the sheriff for 
the execution. 

The process of collecting costs in a cap- 
ital case is interesting. The clerk of the 
court makes up the bill of costs as in 
other cases, and all items, except the 
cases in the appeal, are taxed against the 
defendant. A clerk's execution, is issued 
in due form and given to the sheriff to 
serve. The officer makes a "nulla bona" 
return, in the usual form that presumes a 
search for property upon which to levy. 
The whole bill of costs is then certified 
to the comptroller, who pays it all. The 
bill in the Turner case is not unusually 
large. 


Hanging Recalled of 
Shade Westmoreland 
(omitted) 


Curiosity was Rampant; 

Times Telephones Busy 
Once before in recent history of the 
Chattanooga Times, the telephones in 
the news department were as busy [as] 
yesterday. It was following a prize fight 
pulled off in far away California. One of 
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the pugilists was a negro. That interest 
on the part of the public made an im- 
pression on the attaches of The Times. 

Yesterday, a curiosity even more amaz- 
ing was manifested. From early morning 
until late into the night, telephone in- 
quiries were continuous. "Eas [sic] the 
governor been heard from?" "Are you 
going to hang Turner?" "Please tell me if 
Mr. Turner is hung." "Please settle a bet, 
is Turner to be hanged or commuted?" 
"What about Turner?" It seemed as if 
every minute of the late afternoon 
recorded an inquiry. Some of the voices 
reaching The Times manifested anxiety, 
many sympathy, more curiosity, and not 
a few, flippancy. One male voice wanted 
to know if "Turner had hit the ceiling." 
Another, strange to relate, a female 
asked, "How did the Turner necktie 
party come off?" Of the hundreds who 
evinced sufficient interest to telephone 
The Times, fully fifty were women. Oc- 
casionally, a childish voice would in- 
quire, but the little ones proved the ex- 
ception rather than the rule. Out of this 
astonishing number of people interested 
in the murderer's fate, but one expressed 
sympathy. It was a woman with gentle 
and refined voice. When her query over 
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Turner's fate was answered, she said, 
"Poor lost soul. Isn't it horrible? The law 
of God decrees 'Thou shalt not kill,’ but 
the law of man not only kills, but glori- 
fies the killing, when the death is a legal 
one." 

The interest was not confined to the 
city. Several long distance calls from 
nearby towns wanted information. 

One feature was noted, “a redeeming 
feature,” it was called by someone. With 
very few exceptions, the inquirers did 
not disclose their identity. Their morbid 
curiosity was acute. There was evident, 
unmistakable embarrassment over the 
confession. 

It was, in all, a manifestation of wide- 
spread absorbing interest in a gruesome, 
revolting subject which appealed to tele- 
phone users as peculiar. 
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Chattanooga News, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 3 


TURNER’S 
REMAINS 
SHIPPED 


Widespread Interest in 
the Execution 


THE NEWS’ SIX O’ CLOCK "EX- 
TRA" GAVE DETAILS 


OVER 3,000 COPIES SOLD ON 
STREETS LAST NIGHT 


Turner’s Last Statement Published 
Exclusively by this Newspaper. 
His Effects Sent Home to Broth- 
er—Funeral Services to be Held 
at Shoulder Blade, Ky. 


All that was mortal of the late Ed Tur- 
ner, the Breathitt county, Ky., wife-mur- 
derer, who paid the penalty on the gal- 
lows for the murder of his wife yesterday 
afternoon at 4:50 o'clock, was borne on 
the 10:40 o'clock Cincinnati Southern 
train last night and the body will arrive at 
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its last resting place this morning at 
about 11 o'clock. The remains went to 
Lexington, and from that point over the 
Louisville & Nashville to Jackson, Ky., 
from that point overland to the old fam- 
ily home near Shoulder Blade, Ky. The 
remains will be interred in a grave pre- 
pared beside those of the father and 
mother of the late condemned wife-mur- 
derer tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. 
Preparations have already been made for 
the funeral services by Zeke Turner, an 
uncle of Ed Turner. 

The remains of Turner were accompa- 
nied by Eli C. Jones, a nurseryman, of 
McWhorter, Laurel county, Ky., a friend 
of the Turners, and Sam Frawley, a 
young cousin of the deceased, who ar- 
rived in the city yesterday morning. They 
were furnished with tickets and their ex- 
penses were fully paid. 


A Plain Stained Coffin. 

The coffin in which the remains of the 
Kentuckian were borne to their last rest- 
ing place, was a plain one, being stained 
with a dark mahogany effect. The lid had 
a small glass inserted at the head, and the 
casket was mounted with silver trim- 
mings. It was just the kind of casket that 
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is usually furnished the pauper dead. 
Those who looked at the remains say, 
that the hanged man seemed more to 
have been in a deep sleep than a lifeless 
corpse. His features were natural, and 
save for the fact that his face was pale, 
there was nothing to indicate that he was 
a victim of the gallows. 

The body was prepared for shipment by 
Frank West, the well-known embalmer 
for L. J. Sharp & Co. 

Jones, the Kentucky nurseryman who 
was with the party which held religious 
services in the hospital ward just before 
the execution, was admitted to the death 
chamber. He witnessed the execution 
with bowed head and seemed to have 
been deeply affected. 


Ed and Lillie Turner were Married. 
A report was published yesterday after- 
noon in which it was alleged that Jones 
had said Ed Turner and Lillie were never 
married. This statement is emphatically 
denied by Turner’s counsel today. The 
marriage of the couple was never contra- 
dicted in the trial and in fact, Mrs. Lou 
Burcham, mother of the dead child-wife, 
insisted on the witness stand that they 
were married and she gave the date of 








Newspaper Articles 451 


the marriage. The state never denied this 
statement, and in fact, it was never dis- 
puted so far as local authorities are in- 
formed. 


Blamed Jones and Reeves. 
The feature of Turner's last statement on 
earth, dictated to his attorneys yesterday 
afternoon at 8 o'clock, which was pub- 
lished exclusively in the 6 o'clock "extra" 
of The Chattanooga News, was the ref- 
erence to the alleged "debauch" which J. 
E. Jones and F. F. Reeves, the Atlanta 
witnesses for the State in the trial, de- 
scribed as having taken place on the 
bank of the Chattahoochee river near At- 
lanta the day before the quartet left for 
Chattanooga. Turner denied on the wit- 
ness stand, that he was present at this 
meeting, in which the parties are alleged 
to have partaken freely of beer and 
whisky, and in his last statement on 
earth, he reiterated this statement. Turner 
said he was in Cartersville, Ga., on that 
day, trying to wind up his business af- 
fairs so that he could return to his wife in 
Atlanta. "They must have wanted to clear 
their skirts in some way, and they laid 
the blame on me," is the way Turner 
spoke of the men who swore against him. 
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Personal Effects Sent Home. 

The ladies’ watch which Turner carried 
and which it was testified in the trial be- 
longed to his wife, together with the 
clothing, grip and other personal effects, 
were given to Jones yesterday and will 
be turned over to George Turner, the only 
brother of the dead wife-murderer, today. 

The execution was conducted in a most 
systematic manner by Sheriff Shipp and 
his efficient deputies. There was not a 
hitch anywhere, and Dr. Cooper Holtz- 
claw, who was the first to reach the body 
of the hanged man after it had dropped 
the fatal fall, was so well pleased with 
the arrangements that he said it was a 
perfectly arranged execution. "The neck 
was broken: the condemned man never 
knew what hurt him," said the doctor. 


(The remaining content of this article 
was already published in previous arti- 
cles, and therefore, omitted) 
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Tennessean, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 1 


NOT A TREMOR AS 
HE FACES DEATH 


WIFE MURDERER ED TURNER 


EXPIATES CRIME ON SCAFFOLD 
AT CHATTANOOGA. 


Sheriff Allows Condemned Man the 
Advantage of Time—John Carmack 
Hanged at Knoxville for Killing Henry 
Ittner, Another Negro—His Confession. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Feb 27. (Spe- 
cial.}—At exactly 4:35 o'clock this after- 
noon Sheriff Shipp sprung the trap that let 
the body of Ed Turner drop to its death and 
sent the soul of Lillie Turner’s murderer into 
eternity. Seven minutes and two seconds 
later, a committee of physicians noted the 
last pulse beat, and Ed Turner was dead. He 
had paid the penalty of his dark deed of 
April 2, 1907, when he cut the throat of his 
Kentucky wife and left her body lying upon 
the side of Lookout Mountain to be found 
by strangers. 

“Good bye,” was Ed Turner’s last word. He 
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said it to Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of Cente- 
nary Methodist Church, who had just uttered 
a prayer for the repose of the condemned 
man’s soul. 

The sentence of death, first imposed by 
Judge McReynolds, following the verdict of 
guilty pronounced by a jury of twelve and 
later affirmed by the Supreme Court, has 
been executed and, so far as Tennessee pro- 
vides, the murderer of Lillie Turner, way- 
ward child of the Kentucky mountains, has 
been avenged. 

A young theological student started “Rock 
of Ages,” the ministers and Turner joined in 
the singing, the latter all the time keeping 
time with a pat of the foot. Dr. Baylor 
prayed for the repose of the man’s soul and 
committed him to the mercy of God. With a 
call for silence on the part of the crowd 
present, Capt. Shipp directed completion of 
the preparations. With bowed head he stood 
in silence while the two Deputies adjusted 
the black cap. The sea-grass rope that has 
done duty in other cases of capital punish- 
ment was placed about his neck. The knot 
had already been tied. 

Turner had approached the scaffold with all 
these grim preparations in full view. If he 
quailed in spirit or failed in nerve there was 
nothing in his demeanor to indicate it. And 
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as be stood thus upon the trap, a touch of his 
legs showed that he was standing there with- 
out a tremor. 

"May God have mercy on your soul," spoke 
Capt. Shipp, as he grasped the lever. The 
trap fell at 4:53. He was cut down eleven 
minutes later. His body was sent to his 
Breathitt County home in Kentucky tonight. 


(By Associated Press.) 


CHATTANOOGA. Tenn., Feb. 27. Ed 
Turner, the Kentucky, feudist, was hanged in 
the county jail here at 4:50 o’clock this af- 
ternoon. His neck was broken by the fall and 
he was pronounced dead in eleven minutes. 
He went to the scaffold without a tremor. 
Turner killed his wife, Lillian Turner, on the 
side of Lookout Mountain on the afternoon 
of April 2 1907. He cut her throat from ear 
to ear with a pocket knife, on his trial Turner 
made a confession. Turner is the second 
white man ever hanged in Hamilton County. 

Counsel for Turner received a telephone 
message this morning stating that Gov. Pat- 
terson refused to interfere in any way with 
the execution. Sheriff Shipp gave Turner the 
advantage of time, the sentence of the 
Supreme Court ordering that execution take 
place between 10 a. m. and 5 p. m. 
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Courier-Journal Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 1 


ED TURNER HANGED 
AT CHATTANOOGA 


For Murder of his Wife on 
Lookout Mountain. 


“Walked to the Scaffold 
without a Tremor.” 


“To be Buried in Kentucky.” 


Chattanooga, Tenn., Feb 27. (Special.)—Ed 
Turner, of Breathitt county, Ky., was hanged 
at 4:53 o’clock this afternoon at the county 
jail for the murder of his young wife, Lillian 
Turner. 

The deed for which he paid the extreme 
penalty occurred on the side of Lookout 
Mountain, in April, 1907. The hanging was 
witnessed by a small crowd of officials, 
newspaper men and physicians. His body 
was taken tonight to Shoulder Blade, his 
former home, for burial by an uncle, E. C. 
Jones. 

Turmer preserved a remarkable composure 
from the time he was notified that the Gov- 
ernor had refused to interfere until the trap 
was sprung. He walked to the scaffold with 
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a firm tread, end in an equally firm tone told 
Sheriff Shipp, who sprung the trap, that he 
had nothing to say. 

A few minutes before he was led to the 
scaffold he stated that he intended to die like 
a “Kentuckian.” 

He wrote a pathetic farewell to his brother 
at Shoulder Blade. 

The crime for which he paid the penalty 
was one of the most brutal in the criminal 
annals of Tennessee. While on his way back 
to Kentucky after a bridal tour, he stopped 
in the city for a few days. While walking 
along the side of the mountain with his wife 
on the morning of April 2, he cut her throat, 
leaving her body to be found by strangers. 
He was captured in the mountains of Lee 
county by a paroled prisoner from the 
county jail, who had served a term in the 
Frankfort penitentiary with Turner. 

In his petition for clemency recently sent to 
the Governor, Turner recited among other 
things that he had been reared in a Godless 
country: that his mother and father had died 
when he was very young; that he had been 
thrown among the most lawless people of 
the Kentucky mountains; that he had never 
had an opportunity to attend church or Sun- 
day-school, and that he had little advantages 
of education. 
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Tennessean, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 1 


NOT A TREMOR AS 
HE FACES DEATH 


WIFE MURDERER ED TURNER 


EXPIATES CRIME ON 
SCAFFOLD AT 
CHATTANOOGA. 


Sheriff Allows Condemned Man the 
Advantage of Time—John Carmack 
Hanged at Knoxville for Killing 
Henry Ittner, Another Negro—His 
Confession. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Feb. 27—(SPE- 
CIAL)}-At exactly 4:53 o'clock this after- 
noon, Sheriff Shipp sprung the trap that 
let the body of Ed Turner drop to its death, 
and sent the soul of Lillie Turner's mur- 
derer into eternity. Seven minutes and two 
seconds later a committee of physicians 
noted the last pulse beat, and Ed Turner 
was dead. He had paid the penalty of his 
dark deed of April 2, 1907, when he cut 
the throat of his Kentucky wife and left 
her body lying upon the side of Lookout 
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Mountain, to be found by strangers. 

“Good bye,” was Turner's last word. He 
said it to Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of Cente- 
nary Methodist Church, who had just ut- 
tered a prayer for the repose of the con- 
demned man's soul. 

The sentence of death, first imposed by 
Judge McReynolds, following the verdict 
of guilty pronounced by a jury of twelve 
and later affirmed by the Supreme Court, 
has been executed and, so far as Tennes- 
see provides, the murderer of Lillie Tur- 
ner, wayward child of the Kentucky 
mountains, has been avenged. 

A young theological student started 
“Rock of Ages.” The ministers and Turner 
joined in the singing, the latter all the time 
keeping time with the pat of the foot. Dr. 
Baylor prayed for the repose of the man's 
soul and committed him to the mercy of 
God. 

With a call for silence on the part of the 
crowd present, Capt. Shipp directed com- 
pletion of the preparations. 

With bowed head, he stood in silence 
while the two Deputies adjusted the black 
cap. The sea-grass rope that has done duty 
in other cases of capital punishment, was 
placed about his neck. The knot had al- 
ready been tied. 
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Breathitt County News, Mar 6, 1908, Page 1 


ED TURNER HANGED. 


PAYS PENALTY WITH LIFE 
FOR MURDER OF WIFE. 


Ed Turner, formerly, of this county, was 
hanged at 4:53 o’clock last Thursday af- 
ternoon in the jail at Chattanooga, Tenn, 
for the murder of his wife, Lillian. The 
deed for which he paid the extreme 
penalty occurred on the side of Lookout 
Mountain in April, 1907. Turner pre- 
served a remarkable composure from 
the time he was notified that the Gover- 
nor had refused to interfere until the 
trap was sprung. He walked to the scaf- 
fold with a firm tread, and in an equally 
firm tone told the Sheriff who sprung 
the trap that he had nothing to say. 

A few minutes before he was led to the 
scaffold he stated he intended to die like 
a “Kentuckian.” 

Turmer’s body, which was in charge of 
E. C. Jones, was brought to his old 
home at Shoulder Blade last Friday, 
where the burial took place Saturday. 

Quite a number of pieces of rope, 
which were claimed to have been cut 
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from the rope that Turner was hanged 
with, were distributed throughout 
Breathitt county last week. E. C. Jones, 
who accompanied the body from Chat- 
tanooga, visited The News office Mon- 
day and requested us to state that the 
rope used in the execution was left in 
Chattanooga, and that the pieces distrib- 
uted in this county were not cut from 
the rope with which Turner was hanged. 
The following is a copy of Turner’s last 
letter written to his brother at Shoulder 
Blade: 


Chattanooga, Tenn., 
February 26, 1908. 
George Turner, 
Shoulder Blade, Ky. 

Dear Brother:—As I leave you as a 
brother, and as there are only two of 
us it almost breaks my heart to think 
that I will leave you all alone in this 
old world, and for me to die the death 
that I will have to die. Oh! my God! 
my God! Think about it well, brother. 
This is the last letter I will ever write 
to you in my life, and it is a horrible 
death for me to be murdered here, and 
I know that I did not murder my wife. 
But it is only a few moments of pun- 
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ishment; then I will be at rest. I am 
going home to die no more, brother. I 
pray to God that you will raise your 
children up in some Christian form 
and send them to school. Try to make 
good men and women out of them. 

I hope you will all live a Christian 
life and meet me in heaven when all 
of you die. Brother, don’t weep after 
me, and I do pray to God that he will 
be with you, one, and all, until we 
meet again. This leaves me as well as 
common. I hope you are all enjoying 
the best of health. 

I will send you the mortgage of Pre- 
ston Spencer’s and you can give it to 
him. I can’t think of any more tonight, 
and it is bed time. You can keep this 
letter to remember me by, if you want 
to. You can read this letter any time 
and think of me. I will send you my 
watch and you can keep it as long as 
you live; also some of my pictures 
and you can send one of them to my 
sister and keep the rest. 

I will close for the last time in life. So 
good-bye to you all. Good wishes to 
you all. I am as ever, your brother, 

Ed Turner. 
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KENTUCKY DESPERADO 
CAPTURED IN GEORGIA 


Long List of Killed and 
Wounded Credited to 
His Record. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., March 22, — 
After one of the most exciting chases 
ever known in this section, D. D. Ed- 
wards, the Kentucky desperado who 
Friday night shot and instantly killed J. 
W. Davis as the latter stood with his 
wife and baby, was tonight captured at 
Trenton, Ga., a small station twenty-five 
miles from here. Edwards had attempted 
to disguise himself and was sitting in 
the waiting room of the depot waiting 
for a train to Birmingham. He did not 
offer resistance when the officers ap- 
proached him, but laughed and said he 
was not the man wanted. Later, he at- 
tempted to escape, but was prevented. 

Bloodhounds were on the trail of the 
murderer a few hours after the deed was 
committed, but because of heavy rain 
Saturday night it was impossible to 
track him for more than twenty miles. 








Newspaper Articles 465 





466 Newspaper Articles 


Tennessean, Mon, Mar 23, 1908, Page 2 


WITH FIFTEEN 
NOTCHES ON HIS GUN 


SLAYER OF MANY MEN 
TAKEN 


D. D. EDWARDS SHOWS 
OFFICERS FIGHT AT TRENTON. 


Unload Gun Wrested From Him, 
However and Long Chase After 
Desperate Man Is Ended.— Jailed at 
Chattanooga. 


Had Boasted of His Deeds. 


CHATTANOOGA, March 22.— (Special.)— 
Game to the very end, D. D. Edwards, the 
admitted murderer of fifteen men, was this 
afternoon captured at Trenton after an ex- 
citing chase lasting since he shot and killed 
J. W. Davis, a railroad construction super- 
intendent here Friday night. 

Bloodhounds had been on his trail until a 
short time before his capture, but were 
thrown off the scent by a heavy rain. 
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When the officers walked in on him he de- 
nied his identity, but later threw a gun in 
their faces. The officers knocked the gun 
down and later found all the shells were ex- 
ploded, he having had a running fight with 
officers at Durham Mines. He was brought 
to Chattanooga tonight. 

It was stated today Edwards threatened to 
kill three men Friday, one of whom was his 
victim. After Davis was shot, Edwards es- 
caped to the mountains in North Georgia 
and the officers have been very close on his 
trail ever since. At Durham mines he at- 
tempted to get a little sleep Sunday morn- 
ing and the officers overtook him. 

Several shots were exchanged without ef- 
fect, and he managed to get away. His ar- 
rival at Trenton was timed just ten minutes 
in advance of the scheduled arrival of a fast 
train. The train was thirty minutes late, and 
Edwards was taken in the meantime. A re- 
ward of $550 has been offered for his cap- 
ture. 

When arrested here four months ago for 
the killing of a negro, Edwards furnished 
lots of copy for the newspapers by his ap- 
parently insane antics at the jail. Several 
times it was necessary to put a stream of 
water on him to quiet him down. 

On the witness stand he admitted to killing 
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Tennessean, Tue, May 26, 1908, Page 7 


WANTS NO LAWYERS 


WILL MEET THOSE 
DEFENDING HIM IN WARMER 
PLACE, SAYS EDWARDS. 


CHATTANOOGA. Tenn., May 25. — 
(Special.)— A sensation was created in 
the local Criminal Court today when 
Dave Edwards, confessed murderer of 
sixteen men and on whose revolver 
were fifteen notches which he said indi- 
cated the number of men he had killed 
previous to murdering J. W. Davis, Su- 
perintendent for W. J. Oliver, on March 
22, was placed on trial for the Davis af- 
fair. To Judge S. J. McReynolds the 
prisoner said he wanted to be hung, as 
he desires to go to hell and prepare a 
warm reception for the lawyers who 
have been appointed to represent him. 
He said he was not insane, but that 
"busthead" whisky had caused him to 
commit the murder. There were no law- 
yers in Hamilton County capable of de- 
fending him, the erratic Kentucky des- 
perado said, and he declares he will not 
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American/Tennessean, Mon, Jul 13, 1908, Page 1 
GOES ON A RAMPAGE 


DAVE EDWARDS MAKES A 
ROUGH HOUSE OF HAMILTON 
COUNTY JAIL. 


CHATTANOOGA, July 12.— Dave Edwards, 
convicted of murder and who is considered 
the most desperate prisoner ever in the Ham- 
ilton County jail, went on a rampage today, 
and attacked a fellow prisoner, J. C. Duncan, 
also convicted of murder. A fierce fight en- 
sued, in which Edwards was badly beaten. 
When the officers tried to place Edwards in 
the dungeon he barricaded himself in his cell 
and ammonia was used, but to no avail, as 
Edwards had covered himself with a mat- 
tress. Finally a stream of water from a three- 
inch hose was turned on the prisoner and he 
was nearly drowned. He cried "enough" and 
the door of the cell was opened. Edwards 
came out and made a rush for Chief Deputy 
Frawley, striking him with a billy which he 
had made of the straps and buckles from his 
cot. He missed the deputy and struck a negro 
prisoner in the face. He was finally floored 
by a blow on the head with a pair of hand- 
cuffs and overpowered. 
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Tennessean, Mon, Nov 2, 1908, Page 1 


WANTS TO SPRING 
THE DEATH TRAP 


AT EXECUTION OF EDWARDS 


WIDOW OF HIS VICTIM PRE- 
FERS UNUSUAL REQUEST. 


Mrs. J. W. Davis, of Chattanooga, Says 
Nothing Would Afford Her Greater 
Pleasure — Relatives of Murdered Man 
to Attend From Nine States. 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Nov. 1. 
Special.) — Mrs. J. W. Davis, wife of the 
railroad contractor who was killed here 
last March in a most brutal manner by 
Dave D. Edwards, has asked permission 
to spring the death trap when her hus- 
band’s murderer is executed here Dec. 10. 
She says there is nothing that would give 
her more pleasure than to pull back the 
lever and watch Edwards swing out into 
eternity. 

Relatives of Davis will be here from nine 
different states to witness the execution. 
Edwards was sentenced Saturday by the 
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Supreme Court, and nothing can prevent 
his death except action from Gov. Patter- 
son, which is not expected. 

Edwards recently confessed to killing 
sixteen men previous to the Davis mur- 
der. 


Taken to Chattanooga. 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Nov. 1. (Special.) 
David D. Edwards, the Chattanooga mur- 
derer, who on Saturday was sentenced by 
the Supreme Court to be executed on De- 
cember 10, will not bother the local jail 
officials any longer. He was removed to- 
day to the Hamilton County jail. 

Edwards has given jail officials a great 
deal of trouble during his confinement 
here, his chief role being to play crazy 
stunts. Only last week a former Univer- 
sity of Tennessee football player was used 
to good advantage in quelling his turbu- 
lent spirit. He secured a hammerlock on 
the prisoner, and from that time on he was 
willing to be good. 
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Tennessean, Mon, Dec 7, 1908, Page 10 


DAVE EDWARDS TO 
HANG NEXT THURSDAY 


Unless a decided change occurs in the re- 

ports now emanating from the executive 
office at the Capitol, Dave Edwards, the 
convicted murderer of Chattanooga, will 
be hanged next Thursday. While no formal 
application for commutation or the exer- 
cise of executive clemency in any manner 
has been filed by Edwards, many letters 
have been received from Chattanooga re- 
questing the Governor to consider the 
case. Practically all of these letters com- 
plain that Edwards is insane, and was in 
such a condition at the time the murder 
was committed. 

Edwards was recently sentenced to hang 
by the Supreme Court, sitting at Knox- 
ville, which heard the case upon appeal 
from the Criminal Court of Hamilton 
County. He was convicted of murdering J. 
W. Davis, and the crime was particularly 
cold-blooded. At the time of the murder he 
was in the employ of the W. J. Oliver Con- 
struction Company. He was discharged for 
drunkenness, and a few nights later went 
to the home of Mr. Davis, called him to the 
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door and shot him down. 

His conduct has been exceedingly pecu- 
liar, but he is considered a dangerous man. 
When arrested after he had escaped to 
Georgia he demanded that he be hanged at 
once, and the morning that Justice W. K. 
McAlister, of the Supreme Court, sentenc- 
ed him to hang, all dramatic court records 
paled into insignificance when Edwards 
arose and thanked His Honor, declaring he 
was sorry it had not been done sooner. 

This is the only capital case now before 
the Governor. Whether criminal records 
are diminishing is a question that arises 
when it is considered that this time last 
year no less than ten capital cases were be- 
fore Gov. Patterson for action. Nearly all 
of these cases were from East Tennessee. 
The record will be further diminished this 
year for the reason that the Supreme Court 
docket for Middle Tennessee contains only 
one capital case, that being in the case of a 
negro sentenced to hang in Wilson County, 
Gov. Patterson will probably allow the law 
to take its course in the Edwards case un- 
less some strong pressure is brought to 
bear. 
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Tennessean, Mon, Dec 21,1908, Pages1&5 


PROTEST AGAINST 
CLEMENCY IN THE 
CASE OF EDWARDS 


Chattanooga Citizens Ad- 
dress Strong Petition 
to Gov. Patterson. 


Claiming that justice cannot be done 
unless the death penalty is inflicted 
upon the convicted and condemned 
murderer of one of their neighbors, fifty 
or more representative citizens of Alton 
Park, a suburb of Chattanooga, have 
prepared and forwarded to Governor 
Patterson a petition asking that Dave 
Edwards, the murderer of J. W. Davis be 
executed on the expiration of his re- 
prieve, January 28. 

Edwards was convicted by the lower 
court and sentenced to hang. This find- 
ing and sentence were upheld by the 
supreme court. Only a few days ago, he 
was granted a reprieve by Governor Pat- 
terson, fixing the expiration of his 
respite at January 28. The governor 
stated, in granting the respite, that grave 
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doubts were entertained as to the sanity 
of the convicted murderer, and it was 
claimed that additional proof has come 
to light. The petition forwarded to Gov- 
ernor Patterson was drafted last week 
and according to report, had no diffi- 
culty in obtaining signers. It is in the 
form of a “remonstrance against the fur- 
ther delay of justice.” If it is not consid- 
ered favorably by the Governor, it is re- 
ported that a committee will be here 
from Chattanooga to further urge that 
the decree of the courts be carried into 
effect. 


Citizens Outraged. 

Not for a long time has there been any 
such determined effort on the part of 
citizens to see that the governor should 
not interfere with a sentence passed up- 
on a murderer. It is thought that a mass 
meeting may be held soon by neighbors 
of the murdered man, according to re- 
ports from Chattanooga and that protest 
against “delay of justice” may be voiced 
in that unmistakable way. 

The citizens living in the vicinity of 
Davis’ home, where he was shot at his 
own threshold are reported to be out- 
raged at the respite granted Edwards by 
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the governor, and it is said that a pardon 
or commutation would result in remon- 
strance as strong as they could make it. 


Pleads Insanity. 

Edwards is pleading insanity. This is 
one of the grounds on which the gover- 
nor granted the respite. The firm of Yar- 
nell and Seymour of Chattanooga, is 
representing Edwards and Mr. Seymour 
was recently in Nashville to plead for a 
further delay of the exe- 

(Continued on Fifth Page.) 


PROTEST AGAINST 
CLEMENCY IN THE 
CASE OF EDWARDS 


(Continued from First Page) 
cution. The governor will probably ap- 
point a commission to inquire into this 
claim of Edwards’ insanity. 

It is reported that Governor Patterson 
will appoint as this commission, Dr. 
Campbell of Lyons View Insane Asy- 
lum, Knoxville; Dr. St. John, the prison 
physician at Brushy Mountain; and Dr. 
J. W. MacQuillan of Chattanooga. 

Among the signers of the petition 
against the further delay of justice are 
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the following prominent citizens of Al- 
ton Park: D. M. Doty, J. A. Beane, T. B. 
Yarnell, George Williard, and Dr. W. C. 
Walker. They do not put any faith in the 
insanity plea of Edwards, and claim that 
Edwards even boasted that he could fool 
the courts and others with his plea of 
"pughouse." It is declared by the citi- 
zens of Alton Park that if the sentence 
of death is not passed upon Edwards, 
the courthouses might just as well be 
torn down, and criminal laws repealed, 
and the entire system of courts abol- 
ished. 


Could “Fool a Jury.” 

One of the signers of the petition, Mr. 
Williard, is reported to have made the 
following Statement: 

"The good people in this community 
only want to see justice done in this 
case. They believe that Edwards is 
guilty of taking the life of Davis, and 
think that, in as much as two courts 
have said that he should pay the death 
penalty, no further delay should be 
countenanced. 

I knew Mr. Davis twenty-one years 
ago. He always bore an excellent repu- 
tation in this vicinity, and the good peo- 
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ple out here seem to be unanimous in 
the belief that the mandates of the 
courts should be carried out. None of us 
put any faith in the insanity plea which 
has been set up for the dangerous char- 
acter. On the afternoon Ed Turner was 
hanged, at least twenty of us heard Ed- 
wards say that if Turner had any sense 
he would be alive that very moment. 
Continuing, Edwards said he could al- 
ways fool a jury or any court in the land 
on an insanity plea, and that he did not 
see why Turner did not have sense 
enough to do so. If Edwards does not 
pay the death penalty in this terrible 
crime, we had just as well tear down our 
courthouses, repeal our criminal laws 
and abolish our court system. In saying 
this, I believe that I voice the sentiments 
of the best people of Alton Park." 


Will Patterson Refuse? 
It is expected that Governor Patterson’s 
final decision will be made within the 
next few days, and according to report, 
he will refuse to have anything further 
to say in the matter of Edwards’ sen- 
tence. His pardon of Judge Fulton re- 
cently, in the face of protest from East 
Tennessee, where Fulton shot and killed 
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young Sam Parker, is thought to have 
been of so recent occurrence that the 
governor will hardly fly in the face of 
popular disapproval again. 

The governor's pardon of Fulton, who 
had been sentenced to ten years in the 
penitentiary, and had been there less 
than one year, has called forth the 
strongest criticism from East Tennessee, 
where it is said the almost overwhelm- 
ing sentiment of the people was that 
“ten years” was far too light a sentence 
for the crime. Reasons assigned for the 
pardon of Fulton were that he was "of a 
nervous temperament,” and whether or 
not Parker made the statement reported 
from him about Fulton's wife, Fulton 
thought he said it. This pardon is of 
such recent occurrence that it is be- 
lieved here by many of those who know 
the governor that he will not "further 
delay justice" in the case of Edwards. 
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EDWARDS’ EXECUTION 
IS SET FOR TODAY 


Cursing and abusing everyone who 
comes within hearing, say reports from 
Chattanooga, Dave Edwards, the con- 
demned murderer, awaits execution on 
the gallows today at noon, in the Hamil- 
ton County jail. He says his only regret 
is that he can not die sooner. 

With a laugh he told a reporter the 
other day that he and the world at large 
would both be better off when his car- 
cass should be put under ground. 

Edwards made a profession of Chris- 
tianity a few months ago, but if he ever 
had any religion it is gone now. He 
raves and curses at the most trivial mat- 
ter. Recently, when told by the Sheriff 
that he could not receive gifts of fruit, 
etc., from relatives, he almost exhausted 
himself in calling down imprecations 
upon the officer’s head. 

According to a report in the Chatta- 
nooga Times, a reporter called on Ed- 
wards the other day, and after receiving 
his curses, was told that he was engaged 
in writing his life history; that his 
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mother already had several hundred 
pages of it, and could sell it after he was 
gone or dispose of it in any way she 
pleased. He was sure, he said, he didn't 
care what she did with it. 

Two painters in the Hamilton County 
jail have made the gallows black, and 
the somber death watch is being kept. 
As death draws near Edwards grows 
more and more irritable. He continues 
to wear the hoodoo charm his mother 
obtained from a fortune-teller, but will 
not say whether or not he believes in its 
efficacy. 

His mother and others who have here- 
to-fore made strong efforts to have him 
pardoned by the Governor, have now 
apparently given it up. No delegation 
has been sent to Nashville recently, and 
it is believed here that even the strong- 
est petitions would not now have 
enough weight with the Governor, as 
the sentence of the murderer has been 
once respited for the purpose of inquir- 
ing more closely into the evidence and 
the state of Edwards' mind. 

There seems little evidence now that 
the murderer is insane, and it is unlikely 
that any further respite will be granted. 
Dave Edwards was convicted of killing 
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Tennessean, Fri, Jan 29, 1909, Pages 1 & 2 


DAVE EDWARDS 
IS HANGED AT 
CHATTANOOGA 


Murderer of J. W. Davis Met 
Death At County Jail With- 
out Tremor. 


MAKES ONLY A BRIEF TALK 


Exhorts Hearers to Leave 
Whisky and Bad Com- 
pany Alone. 


FROM FEUD DISTRICT 


Made the Boast That He Was 
a Killer of Men—His 
Pistol Notched. 


Special to the Zennessean: 
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Jan. 28 —— 
Dave D. Edwards, the murderer of J. W. 
Davis met death at the county jail today 
without a tremor or show of fear. The 
trap was sprung at 4:02 p. m. 
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All day long he received callers at his 
cell in the jail, and taxed each visitor 
twenty-five cents. Yesterday and today 
he collected over $200 in this manner, 
and this was turned over to his mother. 

While standing on the scaffold, Ed- 
wards made a seven-minutes talk in 
which he told a minister that he did not 
need prayers, and exhorted all his hear- 
ers to leave whisky and bad company 
alone. He said he expected to meet his 
victim within a few minutes. 

The condemned man showed remark- 
able nerve to the very end. 

Edwards came to this city about two 
years ago, fresh from the feudal district 
of Breathitt county, Ky. His previous ca- 
reer and family history were unknown 
here, and he was employed by the 
Queen & Crescent Railway as watch- 
man in the local yards of that company. 
Thus his checkered career in these parts 
began. At first, Edwards attended to the 
duties of the position in such a satisfac- 
tory manner that he gained the confi- 
dence of his superiors. Soon, however, 
his criminal proclivities began to exert 
themselves, and he became known to 
the police force and was a frequent pris- 
oner in the dock at police court. 
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The [most] serious trouble in which 
Edwards became involved was the kil- 
ling of Sam Brooks, a negro. One night 
Edwards found the negro in the railroad 
yards and attempted to arrest him. There 
were no witnesses to the affair, but Ed- 
wards claimed that the negro resisted 
and he shot him to death in self-defense. 
He was arrested and placed on trial. The 
jury could not reach an agreement, and 
Edwards was released on bail. It was 
while Edwards was out on bond await- 
ing trial for the killing of the Brooks ne- 
gro that Ed Turner, a boyhood friend of 
Edwards, murdered Lillian, his pretty 
wife, on the side of Lookout Mountain, 
by slashing her throat with a knife. 
Turner made his escape before the offi- 
cers were aware that a murder had been 
committed. Then it was discovered and 
the identity of the woman established. 
Circumstantial evidence was strong 
against Turner and an investigation de- 
veloped the fact that he had gone north 
from this city into the vastness of his 
native mountains in Breathitt county, 
Ky. Edwards visited the sheriff's office 
and proposed to do detective work in 
capturing his old friend. He was sent 
into the Kentucky mountains and short- 
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ly afterwards Turner was returned to 
Chattanooga, and subsequently tried 
and hanged. 

After Turner had been convicted and 
while he was awaiting trial, Edwards re- 
turned to this city and told the most sen- 
sational stories of how he followed Ed 
Turner into the dangerous mountain re- 
gions, and, after locating him, informed 
the Kentucky officers of his where- 
abouts. He told harrowing tales of how 
he had camped on the trail of Turner 
day after day and night after night; how 
he underwent severe hardships, and nar- 
rowly escaped death at the hands of 
Turner’s friends and relatives many 
times. He claimed all the credit for the 
capture of Turner, and told in detail of 
the net he spread around the wife-mur- 
derer. 

The stories told by Edwards were at 
first given full credence here and he was 
the hero of the hour. Sentiment, which 
had been against him on account of the 
murder of the negro, began to change 
and it is not believed he would have 
been convicted on this charge. 

This had its effect on the imaginative 
brain of the man. He strutted about the 
streets and whenever possible, drew at- 
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tention to himself and his connection 
with the capture of Turner. He became 
so quarrelsome that his associates of 
other days began to draw away from 
him. 

However, Edwards got into no further 
trouble for a time. He secured a position 
with the W. J. Oliver construction gang 
engaged on the Lookout tunnel job, and 
thus came into contact with J. W. Davis, 
one of the foremen, who was a man 
well liked by all his associates. Edwards 
was given a position as work train con- 
ductor, under supervision of Davis. On 
the afternoon of March 21, Edwards, 
who had been absent from his work 
throughout the day, appeared at the rail- 
road camp slightly intoxicated. He ap- 
proached the train on which he had been 
pilot and became involved in a quarrel 
with a member of the crew. Davis, the 
foreman, came along and told Edwards 
to go on off and let the men alone. This 
seemingly angered Edwards and turning 
to Davis, he said: “I've killed men for 
less than that.” He later left the camp 
and 


(Continued Second Page) 
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RARER EKSE 


DAVE EDWARDS 
IS HANGED AT 
CHATTANOOGA 


(Continued from First Page) 
nothing more was heard of him until he 
knocked at the door of the cottage occu- 
pied by Davis, his wife and infant 
daughter. It was well toward midnight 
when a knock was heard at Davis' door, 
and arising from his bed, demanded to 
know who was at the door. At the same 
time he opened the door a few inches 
and looked out and demanded: “Shall I 
come around to take my train in the 
morning?” Davis replied, "Yes," and 
started to close the door. Edwards 
quickly sprang forward and placed his 
foot in the doorway, so as to keep the 
door from being closed. Hastily drawing 
his pistol he fired. When Davis saw the 
weapon he instinctively raised his hand 
and the first bullet struck him in the 
right hand. Davis retreated a few steps 
and Edwards followed. Getting closer to 
his victim, Edwards placed the pistol al- 
most directly against Davis' stomach 
and fired. As the dying man fell to the 
floor he emptied another leaden missile 
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into his body. He then stepped outside 
the door and disappeared, almost before 
the terror-stricken wife and child, who 
had witnessed the terrible affair, had 
time to make an outcry. The wounded 
man lived but a few minutes. 

On the wooded side of Lookout Moun- 
tain Edwards soon found refuge. As it 
developed afterward, he lingered for a 
short time in the neighborhood of the 
Davis home, which was situated imme- 
diately at the foot of the mountain. 
Within a few hours after the alarm had 
been given, the sheriff of the county, 
with a large force of deputies and 
bloodhounds was on the trail of the 
murderer, for whose capture rewards 
aggregating $500 were offered by the 
sheriff of the county, the governor of the 
state and the dead man’s employer. Two 
days later Edwards was captured at 
Trenton, Ga., at the south end of Look- 
out Mountain. Requisition papers were 
secured and he was soon landed in the 
Hamilton county jail. 

The stormy nature of the man tempo- 
rarily subsided after the murder of 
Davis. But a few weeks after his incar- 
ceration in the jail he began to manifest 
a very disagreeable disposition toward 
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his fellow prisoners, whom he seemed 
to delight in worrying or tantalizing in 
any manner possible. He had a number 
of fights with prisoners and finally had 
to be confined in a dungeon until he 
quieted down. 
The man’s trial opened on May 28, and 
after hearing all the evidence submitted, 
the jury did not require much time to 
find Edwards guilty in the first degree 
and he was sentenced to be hanged. On 
the day he was sentenced to be hanged 
he submitted to the trial judge the fol- 
lowing statement, pleading that he be 
given the limit of the law: 

“To the Hon. Judge McReynolds: 

In praying for sentence to be passed 

upon me this 3rd day of June, 1908, 

and to be executed here on the gal- 

lows in Hamilton county at the jail 

thirty days hence, being Monday, July 

6, 1908.” 

“T submit to your honor the following 

reasons:” 

"|. That such is my heart’s desire.” 

"2. That I had a fair and impartial 

trial, so far, I believe, as your honor 

could provide.” 

“3. That there was sufficient evidence 

to convict me as charged.” 
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“4. That twelve honest and honorable 
citizens of Hamilton county found me 
guilty of unlawfully, deliberately, pre- 
meditatedly, maliciously and with 
malice of my own forethought kill 
and murder J. W. Davis.” 

“5. That nothing less than the degree 
of punishment as above would satisfy 
the poor widowed wife of J. W. Davis 
or the God-fearing Christian commu- 
nity where the crime was committed.” 

“6. That it would be a warning to my 
fellow drunkards to take heed and be 
careful what they allow the poison 
drink to lead them to.” 

“7. And last, but not least, my own 
conscience tells me that I am not wor- 
thy to live and must die; that my life 
and ways and thoughts are a detriment 
to some who would be good and use- 
ful men and women; that the groans 
of those whom I have wronged gnaw 
at my heart and mind with such 
tremendous force that life to me is a 
burden, and I long to close my eyes 
on the havoc I have created.” 

“And now, your honor, I wish to say 
that I wish to absolve this court from 
all error, if, indeed, any was made, 
and declare myself to be the architect 
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of my own misfortune.” 
“Good will and best wishes.” 
“D. D. Edwards Prisoner.” 


Previous to his trial and after he was 
sentenced Edwards has proved to be one 
of the most eccentric prisoners ever 
confined in the Hamilton county jail. He 
is at one moment docile and perfectly 
tractable. The next moment he is as fe- 
rocious as a tiger. His actions have puz- 
zled the jailers at all times. He is pos- 
sessed of a strong desire for notoriety 
and makes many contributions to the lo- 
cal newspapers, some of which are very 
original. Whenever a newspaper man is 
known to be in the vicinity of the jail 
Edwards does everything possible to at- 
tract attention to himself. He will talk 
with a reporter for hours, detailing hair- 
raising incidents and making blood-cur- 
dling boasts of the men he has killed. 
Indeed, it is while describing to a crowd 
of listeners the number of men he has 
shot down that he is happiest. He states 
that he has shot seventeen in his life- 
time, and is proud of his record. 

The man was a soldier during the Span- 
ish war, serving in a Kentucky regi- 
ment, and, so far as can be ascertained, 
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Changed: “fastness” to “vastness” 
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MOTHER WANTS BODY 
OF DAVE EDWARDS 


Special to The Zennessean: 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., Jan. 30. — 

Mrs. Edwards, mother of Dave Ed- 
wards, who was hanged in the jail here 
Thursday afternoon, created a sensation 
when she came to the jail Friday morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock and asked Sheriff Con- 
ner for the body of her dead son. 

During the last two days of Edwards’ 
life he collected over $200 by charging 
every one who came to see him 25 
cents. This money was turned over to 
his mother and with a portion of it she 
wanted to see that her son had a decent 
burial, and she was anxious to have a 
look at his body. 

Sheriff Conner told her that he had re- 
peatedly asked her for instructions con- 
cerning the disposition of the body, but 
that as she did not tell him what she 
wanted, he had turned it over to the 
coroner. Mrs. Edwards then went to the 
coroner, and she claims she was unable 
to get any satisfaction from him as to its 
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